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GATHERINGS
Fr. Enan Zelinski celebrated the diocesan Mass for Life with school students, staff, and parishioners 
on Friday, January 20, to pray for a greater respect for human life from conception to natural death.
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The Sacred Triduum continued on page 4

THE SACRED TRIDUUM: THE MOST 
IMPORTANT DAYS OF THE CHURCH YEAR
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

Mark your calendars for April 6, April 7, 
April 8, and April 9. These are the “high 
holy days” of the entire Church year: 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday. These 
days stand on the Church calendar as 
even more important than Christmas!

During the liturgy of these days, known 
as the Triduum, “the Church solemnly 
celebrates the greatest mysteries of 
our redemption, keeping by means of 
special celebrations the memorial of 
her Lord, crucified, buried, and risen.” 
(Roman Missal, The Sacred Paschal 
Triduum, par. 1)

The Triduum starts on the evening of 
Holy Thursday and concludes on the 
evening of Easter Sunday. The parts of 
the special celebrations are as follows:

April 6, Holy Thursday: 7:30 p.m. 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• Reception of the newly blessed 

oils from the Chrism Mass which 
Bishop Hying will celebrate at 
10 a.m. on this morning.

• The Scriptures of this Mass 
connect the Old Testament story of 
Passover and the New Testament 
accounts of the Last Supper at 
which Christ consecrated the 
bread and wine as his real body 
and blood and commanded the 
Apostles to “Do this in memory 
of me.” 

• This Mass commemorates the 
institution of the Eucharist & the 
Priesthood.

• At the end of this Mass, a 
procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament to a place of Reposition 
in the Parish Hall where there 
is time for personal prayer with 
Christ until midnight.
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

Lent is the desert time of the Church year. The Old Testament 
reveals the desert as a place of divine encounter. Hosea the 

prophet spoke of a time when God would lead his people into the desert and 
speak to their hearts. The silence of the Lenten desert enables us to hear the 
Word of God speaking to our hearts in prayer, where he reminds us of his love 
and mercy and also of our own poverty and need for salvation. Although, in 
order to hear God speaking, we need to focus. During Lent, the Church invites 
us to cut out our distractions in order to be able to focus on the basics of the 
Christian life: prayer, fasting, charity, and repentance from sin.

Wherever God is working to bring about spiritual purification and encounter 
with Him, as He is in us this Lent, there will be resistance. The Lord Jesus 
himself faced resistance from the devil in his divine mission for the salvation of 
the human race. Immediately after his baptism in the Jordan, right when he is 
fortifying himself in the desert through prayer and fasting for the work of God 
for human salvation, the devil shows up to tempt Jesus away from doing God’s 
work, away from His mission. “Jesus, you are so hungry, why are you fasting 
anyway? Does it really matter? Change these stones into bread and satisfy your 
physical hunger.” The devil tries to convince Jesus that the needs of the body are 
more important than the work of the Spirit.

Many of us have faced this temptation. We make a spiritual commitment to 
God, the Lenten fast, and then we begin to rationalize: “What would it hurt 
if I gave in to my cravings? Is it really a sin? What’s wrong with eating meat 
on Fridays anyway? I know I promised not to eat dessert, but this cake looks 
so good. I know I’ve promised not to watch Netflix, but this show looks really 
interesting. I know I’ve said I’m not going to shop for myself, or gamble, or play 
video games, but if I don’t, I’ll be so bored, I’ll die.” And many of us fall for it. 

There is a spiritual battle going on during Lent. We face the same enemy as 
Jesus faced in the desert. As the devil sought to tempt Jesus away from doing the 
will of God, so too the devil seeks to tempt us away from embracing the cross. 
But the cross is the royal road to eternal life.

Through our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, may this Lent be for each one of 
us a time of getting back to the basics, to reset our focus, to recommit to God, 
particularly in the face of temptation. Through our journey through the desert, 
may we strip away all that gets in the way of living our faith, courageously, of 
encountering our Lord daily, serving our fellow man, and living and working for 
the glory of God and salvation of souls.

God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Pastor

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at 
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking 
for more images to post on social media, 
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.

Please email your photos to Kristin at 
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the 
chance for your photo to appear online or 
in our print materials.

Nearly 75 people of all ages had a 
blast dancing the night away at 
the Swing Dance, hosted by the 
Young Adults, in February.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

SMG’s Home and School 
Association sponsors a craft table 
during Coffee and Donuts on the 
first Sunday of the month.

Special thanks to the men in our 
parish’s new Knights of Columbus 
group for helping with snow 
removal before weekend Masses. 
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SCHOOL UPDATES
By Bob Schell, Principal

MOVING TOWARDS A CATHOLIC 
LIBERAL ARTS CURRICULUM
A Catholic Liberal Arts curriculum 
enhances critical thinking and is a great 
platform for developing communication 
and problem-solving skills. SMG 
Catholic School has new materials in 
History, Math, Literacy, English, Physical 
Education, Spanish, as well as new 
opportunities in Art and Music. Here is 
a list of some of the improvements we’ve 
made to our school curriculum:

• New History Program (Catholic 
Textbook Project) replacing Social 
Studies

• New Math Programs (Bridges 
Math K-2 and Singapore Math 3-8) 
replacing Common Core Math

• New K-2 Phonics materials (Logic 
of English)

• New 3-5 Literacy materials (whole- 
and small-group novels from 
the Cardinal Newman Society 
recommended book list)

• New 3-8 Grammar (Well Ordered 
Language) and Writing (Writing 
Rhetoric) materials

• New Religion materials (Spirit of 
Truth by Sophia Institute)

• New Music Program (Voice for 
Life, K-2 First Steps in Music, 3-4 
Conversational Solfege, and 5-8 
Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory)

• New Spanish Program - formerly 
grades 2-8 and now K-8, using 
Reading A-Z Spanish version and 
English-Spanish Bibles

• New Physical Education Program 
and Equipment (Foundational 
Fitness)

• Grades 3-8 Choir Program

• Assessment of Religious Knowledge 
(ARK) annual assessment

• In-School Voice, Piano, and Band 
lessons. 

• In-School Dyslexia tutoring 
(Learning Atrium)

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for 
3-6 year olds (four staff trained in 
summer 2022)

• Classroom Libraries expanded with 
books from the Cardinal Newman 
Society recommended list

• Xavier Mission Team retreat with 
middle school students

• 6th Grade field trip to Saint Francis 
de Sales Seminary

• Virtues in Practice by the 
Nashville Dominicans 
implemented school-wide, which 
is, “...a way for children in grades 
prekindergarten through eight to 
grow closer to Jesus by imitating 
His life and virtues. It is set up 
in such a way that a whole school 

studies the same virtue each 
month, to provide a whole-school 
(and at home, whole-family) focus. 
The program covers 27 virtues 
over a three-year cycle, with 81 
saints held up as models of the 
virtues.” 

• Staff book study: Renewing 
Catholic Schools 

• Staff Professional Development 
with the Institute for Catholic 
Liberal Education (3 days)

The idea of cultivating knowledge and 
Catholic virtue while nourishing an 
individual’s mind, body, and soul is 
the best way to educate a child. As an 
apostolate of the Parish, SMG Catholic 
School is doing this.

We invite all members of the parish 
to come see for themselves what the 
teachers and staff feel is so amazing 
about their school. Join us on any 
Wednesday in March and April for 
‘Show and Tell Days.’ Simply contact 
the school office at 608-271-7551 
or school@stmariagoretti.org to 
schedule a time to visit!

SCHOOL NE WS
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Rest in Peace
+

Louis Chinnaswamy 
November 15, 2022

Margaret Ferry 
November 20, 2022

John Dal Santo 
January 18, 2023

Robin Snowden 
February 7, 2023

Daniel Neckvatal 
February 9, 2023

+

Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

April 7, Good Friday: 1 p.m. Celebration 
of the Lord’s Passion

• The Scripture Proclamation of the 
Passion of Christ from the Gospel of 
St. John

• Veneration of the Cross

• Solemn Intercessions

• Distribution of Holy Communion

April 8, Holy Saturday: 8 p.m. the 
Easter Vigil

• Blessing of a new fire and the new 
Easter candle (outdoors, weather 
permitting)

• Easter candle brought into church 
and the Light of Christ spreads 
through the congregation.

• Singing of the Exsultet (the Easter 
Proclamation) by candlelight

• Vigil of Scripture Readings: hearing 
and meditating on the stories of 
faith of our biblical ancestors

• Blessing of the Baptismal Font and 
its new water

• Renewal of our own Baptismal 
Promises

• Baptism of our parish Catechumen

• Sprinkling the congregation with 
the newly blessed Baptismal water

• Reception into Full Communion of 
the Church of our RCIA Candidates

• Liturgy of the Eucharist 
commemorating Christ’s death and 
resurrection

April 9, Easter Sunday morning: 7, 9, 
and 11 a.m. Mass of the Resurrection of 
the Lord

• Renewal of our Baptismal Promises

• Sprinkling the congregation with 
the newly blessed Baptismal water

The liturgy of the Sacred Triduum is the 
most profound and significant in our 
Catholic faith. Do not miss out on these 
special days! 

“We should glory in the Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whom is our salvation, life, and 
resurrection, through whom we 
are saved and delivered.”
- Cf. Gal. 6:14

The Sacred Triduum continued from page 1

RORATE CAELI MASS
A great crowd experienced something unique 
and beautiful during the Rorate Caeli Mass 
in December.

This is a beautifully symbolic Mass where the 
interplay of light and darkness speaks to the 
meaning of Advent and the coming of the 
Light of the world.

It is a traditional Advent devotion wherein the 
Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary for Advent is 
offered just before dawn.
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OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

LUKE HOUSE MINISTRY 
SERVES A COMMUNITY MEAL 
EVERY MONTH
By Carol Anacker and Marla Thole, Luke House Meal Coordinators

SMG’s Luke House Ministry provides 
a lunch meal on the second Thursday 
of the month for some of the poorest 
residents in our community. This 
ministry is a way to get to know fellow 
parishioners, an opportunity for 
community prayer, and a way to foster a 
sense of fellowship by joining the guests 
at Luke House for lunch. We currently 
have 44 parishioners volunteering, and 
provide and serve food for 80 meals each 
month at the Luke House.

SMG PROGRAM HISTORY
This ministry began at SMG in 1994, 
by Fred and Janet Powell and Shirley 
Culp, with the approval of the Parish 
Council. Fred and Janet Powell served as 
the coordinators of this ministry for 20 
years, and served about 200 meals every 
month. Then, from 2014 to 2022, Barb 
Tereba and Maggie Bernard served as 
the coordinators, and served about 100 
to 150 meals every month, while making 
adjustments during the pandemic. 

Since the 
beginning of the ministry, we have been 
serving a meal of baked chicken, baked 
potatoes, cut green beans, fresh fruit, 
bread and butter, finger desserts, milk 
and coffee.

ABOUT LUKE HOUSE
Luke House is a community meal 
program located at 310 S. Ingersoll Street 
in Madison. Luke House, along with the 
help of about 33 Madison-area churches, 
has been feeding Madison’s hungry 
since 1986. Their mission is to feed the 
hungry, with no questions asked. Guests 
show up and are fed. No paperwork 
and no screening. Meals are offered no 
matter the weather. Luke House runs 
entirely on private donations. Luke 
House, Inc., is a charitable organization, 
and receives no funding from municipal, 
state or federal sources. Luke House 
serves nine meals per week. Lunch is 
served Monday through Thursday from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and dinner is 

served Sunday through Thursday from 
5:45 to 6:30 p.m.

JOIN US
Is feeding the hungry something you 
feel called to do? If so, please email us at 
parish@stmariagoretti.org to volunteer 
in one of these areas:

• Donate food for the monthly meal, 
or as an occasional donor. We need 
bakers for chicken, potatoes, and 
desserts.

• Serve the meal occasionally on the 
second Thursday of a month from 
10:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Collect food at SMG on Wednesday 
nights from 6 to 8 p.m., or Thursday 
mornings from 7 to 9:40 a.m. 

Please keep this ministry and the 
guests we serve in your prayers. For 
more information, visit the Outreach 
Ministries page on our website.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Catholic Schools Week was a 
huge success! We celebrated the 
mission of discipleship through 
knowledge, service, prayer, and 
friendship.

Pictured are students making 
cord rosaries for different 
community programs at the 
Catholic Multicultural Center, 
organizing baby supplies 
at Babies & Beyond, and 
participating in a Eucharistic 
Procession at the school.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
NATHAN SEILER
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Well, I’m 22, I grew up in Indiana, went 
to Indiana University (go Hoosiers!), 
and originally moved to Madison after 
graduation to sell wine. I work for Epic 
now, and I recently accepted an offer 
from FOCUS so I will be a missionary at 
a college campus next year! I love watching and playing sports, 
playing the ukulele, raising chickens, and drinking black coffee.

How did you get involved with SMG?

I became a parishioner in 2022 because this is the closest 
parish to where I live, and I quickly fell in love. I joined the 
Knights of Columbus and started volunteering for Coffee 
and Donuts, too. I love the 6:30 a.m. daily Masses and 
attending Adoration in the evenings.

What is your favorite part about the SMG community?

All of it! If I had to choose it would be the welcoming spirit. 
From the first day I was in Madison, I felt like I was part of 
the family here, and that meant a lot to me being 7 hours 
away from home. 

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

I volunteer with the Knights of Columbus, I’m also a lector, 
the Young Adult Coffee and Donuts coordinator, and a swing 
dance instructor!

What is the most rewarding thing about volunteering?

I love seeing the community come together and share life 
at the events I volunteer at. There’s a level of joy seeing 
a child smile with a plate full of pancakes or hearing the 
conversations while enjoying a donut.

Why is it important to you to volunteer?

Because this life is not about us. The very heart of Jesus is one 
that loves, one that gives, one that serves. Our hearts are the 
same way and, when we volunteer, we experience the joy and 
the fulfillment of giving while also seeing the community 
come together through our efforts. 

Why would you recommend that others get involved at SMG?

It’s a wonderful way to meet people and to give back to a 
community that has given so much to us. 

What are your hopes for the future of SMG?

I hope SMG continues to grow and that all those young families 
and young children I see at Mass grow closer to God every day.

TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN 
ICLE WORKSHOP
By Sarah Quinones, Preschool Aide

BEAUTY OPENS HEARTS 
In October, SMG staff participated in a two-day professional 
development workshop led by Colleen Richards of the Institute 
for Catholic Liberal Education. The workshop provided SMG 
staff with many gems, inspiration, and motivation through the 
recurring theme that beauty and story open young hearts and 
minds to thirst for knowledge and wisdom. The curriculum 
ultimately brings students to understand that human dignity 
is rooted in knowledge and love, which is what the human 
heart yearns for.

VIRTUE AND A WELL-LIVED LIFE 
Christian anthropology anchors the content of the 
curriculum with materials presented in the context of the 
impact of Christianity on human culture and civilization. In 
the span of preschool through 8th grade, students learn that 
a life well-lived is one that embraces the reality of an eternal 
destiny in heaven, and the practical reality that a virtuous 
life yields peace, joy, and fruitfulness.

SOURCE OF VOCATIONS
When asked how ICLE schools compare to other Catholic 
schools for vocations, Colleen commented, “Our schools are 
a steady source of vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life – there is a growing number of bishops who have taken 
notice of our work at the Institute and are enthusiastically 
endorsing it, including Bishop Robert Barron who is on our 
board of directors.”

As St. Maria Goretti Catholic School transitions from 
common core to a Catholic liberal arts curriculum we are 
thrilled to see our students responding with joy and virtue 
to this beautiful curriculum!
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SJ CONSULTING: A 
MINISTRY OF ST. JOSEPH 
CATHOLIC PARISH
By Dan Fitzpatrick, Director of SJ 
Consulting

Concluding the first anniversary 
of our partnership with SMG, 
we are blessed to be working 
alongside Fr. Scott and the staff. 
Fr. Scott contacted SJ Consulting 
in December 2021 to assist with 
business practices: accounting, 
payroll, operational management, 
and human resources. Upon the 
initial consultation meeting, we 
formulated a plan to streamline 
the parish’s chart of accounts, 
analyze cash f low, fully integrate 
Quickbooks online, revise 
policies and procedural practices, 
and more.

The history of SJ Consulting 
has been evolving since 2017 
when we formed our first parish 
partnership. The original SJ 
Consulting team consisted of two 
employees and has grown to seven 
plus a team of advisory partners 
and network. Today, we have 12 
active partner parishes and have 
worked with many others.

SJ Consulting provides short-
term and long-term outsourcing 
solutions to assist parishes 
with managing their business 
ministries. Our focus on 
delivering robust systems and 
procedures combined with our 
responsive team of experienced 
individuals offers support to 
parishes, schools, daycares, and 
cemetery operations.

SCRIP PROGRAM - EASY WAY TO RAISE 
FUNDS FOR OUR SCHOOL
By Karen Carl, SCRIP Coordinator

If you attend St. Maria Goretti the first 
weekend the month, you have probably 
seen me in the corridor after Mass. 
You may have wondered what I was 
doing there. I am selling SCRIP cards 
for our Home and School Association 
(HSA). SCRIP is gift cards that you use 
like cash at your favorite stores, gas 
stations, and restaurants. You buy them 
from SMG and spend them as you wish. 
Because we pay a discounted rate for the 
gift cards, SMG earns money. This is a 
great fundraiser for us and for the buyer 
because it is something they would 
already purchase, and the school gets 
the rebate with no upcharge.

You may be wondering how to get 
involved with this great fundraiser, and 
there are two answers. The easiest is 
by supporting this with your purchase 
of gifts cards. Not only do we have 
in-person sales after weekends once a 
month, but the cards are available for 
purchase at the school office. If those 
don’t work for you, our partner, Raise 
Right, has on online purchase option 
available on our website.

You can also get involved as a team 
member with the HSA, like I did. I 
began volunteering with the SCRIP 
program amidst a team of more 
than 10 people many years ago. I 
had the responsibility of driving to 
local vendors to pick up cards and 
bring those cards back to the school. 
I helped in this manner for a couple 
of years until my youngest started 

school. Willing to learn more steps in 
the process of the program, I started 
entering sales into the computer 
system. I had only begun to help the 
program in this way when COVID 
struck, and our program was halted 
from Mass and office sales.

At the start of the 2021-2022 school 
year, I was asked to return to helping 
with the program and now I have the 
role of SCRIP Coordinator. In this 
position, I enter sales, keep track of 
inventory, prepare deposits, order, and 
work with local vendors for those not 
supplied through online sources (such 
as Woodman’s and Culvers). I attend 
meetings with accounting staff as well 
as people in the HSA. I restarted the 
practice of having SCRIP cards for sale 
after weekend Masses. Team members 
who can help with sales after Masses 
would be wonderful.

Through all the efforts I have put into 
this program it has been rewarding 
to see the reflection in our increasing 
sales. The sales are important to the 
school and parish because of the funds 
we raise for the Home and School 
Association. In my opinion, it is one of 
the best fundraising methods because 
people are not being sold items, they 
are spending their money as they 
choose on items they would normally 
buy like gas and groceries.
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FAITH FORMATION

COMMUNION AND 
COMMUNITY
By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

There are many varieties of community 
events that take place around the SMG 
Parish and School campus: school 
sporting events, fish fries, bonfires, 
community Sunday lunches, pancake 
breakfasts, Friday fellowship, Mass 
and muffins, youth group game night, 
etc. The list could go on. Some of these 
events are new, some of them are post-
pandemic-isolation reboots, and some 
are long-standing traditions that the 
SMG community has always known.

But what exactly is the benefit of 
these types of community events at 
a Catholic church? Is it just to be one 
more place among the many other 
places where we can spend our time 
socializing? Sure, some of the events 
serve as fundraisers for particular 
charities, but even in those cases, 
there’s a deeper purpose to us spending 
time together.

The first – and natural – reason is that 
we are by our human nature social 
beings. We see this in the Creation 
account in Genesis when God said “It 
is not good that the man should be 
alone” (Gen. 2:18). God then proceeds 
to create a suitable partner for the man 
– Woman. Catholicism has seen this 
complementary creation of male and 
female as revealing the social nature 
of humanity. We are not isolated 
individuals, but have been created to be 
in relationship with one another.

On the supernatural level, however, we 
as baptized Christians who profess the 
Catholic faith are bound together on 
a more profound level than even our 
common humanity. Made members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, 
we have received by our baptism and 
sacramental Communion a bond that 

surpasses 
even our biological and familial 
bonds. This isn’t just a saccharine or 
sentimental idea that “we’re all in this 
together”. Our bond in the Body of 
Christ in a real way has united each 
of us intimately to one another in a 
community unlike any other. What this 
means is that community within our 
Church is not just an add-on or a nicety 
that is separate from our liturgical 
worship and common prayer. Rather, 
the community life of the Church is 
essentially linked to our participation 
in Mass and the reception of the 
Sacraments.

In recent years, it seems to me that we 
have recognized these realities because 
we have experienced a significant 
lack of communal and social life. The 
pandemic years of social isolation took 
away our regular participation in both 
natural and sacramental communion. 
Perhaps some of us experienced the 
pain of this lack more than others 
(here’s to you, fellow introverts), but 
regardless of our dispositions we all 
experienced a real sense of “something 
is missing here”. 

The communal aspects of our parish life 
have gradually come back online, and 
each of them provides an essential and 
meaningful role in our lives as Catholics. 
Sure, we can find the natural level of 
social life anywhere: sports teams, the 
bar, and even online to some degree. But 
there is nowhere else but the Church 
where we find true, supernatural 
communion with other believers.

Investing ourselves in communal life 
is not just another thing to do, but 
is intended to be for us an immense 
help in living out the Christian faith. 

To know and to be known by others 
beyond the common superficiality 
of “how are things?” helps us to rely 
on and support one another as we 
strive to grow deeper in discipleship 
and fidelity. In the ideal, Christian 
community is the place where we are 
able to find a support system unlike 
any other because – in imitation 
of Christ – those around us know 
our strengths, weaknesses, and our 
struggles and are able to love us still in 
the midst of our imperfections.

To strive for that ideal of Christian 
community takes time and effort. 
It is far easier for us to remain 
acquaintances with each other than 
it is to become sincere “brothers and 
sisters in Christ” as St. Paul addresses 
each of his letters. But this difficulty 
does not mean it is not an ideal worth 
striving for. When St. Paul addresses 
the believers of the early church, 
his sense of relationship with his 
disciples was not some false sense of 
sentimental union. Paul understood 
the bond he shared in the Blood of 
Christ. We too are aided by this true, 
intimate, and supportive community 
life of faith.

Our pilgrimage through this life is not 
meant to be lived alone and separated 
from one another. Rather, we as 
human beings and redeemed Christian 
disciples, need communal support. More 
than simple social events, the variety of 
opportunities that are available at our 
parish are intended to help us grow in 
a community life that flows from our 
shared Eucharistic Communion.
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CATHOLIC TOPICS NIGHTS FEATURE VARIOUS 
SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Catholic Topics has been introduced into our Faith Formation 
programming this year. On the second Wednesday of each month, 
we gather to deepen our understanding of and belief in the Church 
as well as our role as Christians as it relates to a specific topic. This 
has been greatly received by parishioners young and old.

Our topics have included Sciptura Sola, Human Emotions, 
Evangelization and the Laity, the Mystery of the Church, and a 
visit with Bishop Hying (pictured).

We are blessed to have parishioners with knowledge and experience 
who volunteer to present on these various topics. A special thank 
you to Ted Brenner, Mark Rose, Brad Schmidt, and Dan and Beth 
Krebsbach for sharing their time and talents with us.

As always, we offer children’s programming during this time 
and simply ask that you reserve a spot for your child(ren) 
for planning purposes. The form can be found on the Faith 
Formation Overview page on our website.

FAITH FORMATION

ANNUAL FRASSATI FEST FOCUSED ON 
COMMUNION
A group of our high school students spent a weekend in the 
Wisconsin Dells this February for the annual Frassati Fest.

A few hundred students from across the Diocese came 
together for a weekend focused on the theme of Communion. 
We learned about how we can strengthen our relationships 
with our friends, family, church communities, and most 
importantly with Jesus.

The group of young women opened up their hearts to the 
Lord and to each other throughout the course of the weekend.  
We were lucky enough to hear two of the keynote talks and 
breakout sessions given by our very own parishioners.

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, pray for us.

COMMUNITY LUNCHEONS GROW IN 
FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP
On the third Sunday of each month, SMG offers a 
potluck lunch following the 11 a.m. Mass. Since the 
launch of the Community Luncheon, approximately 
150 meals have been shared. So far, we have shared an 
Italian meal, one with all the Thanksgiving favorites 
(pictured), and a plethora of soups, as well as amazing 
desserts!

The success of this event can be attributed to the many 
people who have brought a dish to share with fellow 
parishioners and those who have volunteered to serve 
and clean up. It is our hope that this ministry continues 
to grow in fellowship and friendship. 
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SPRINGING FORWARD WITH THE 
CAREFREE YEARS GROUP
By Patricia Frazak and Pat Ripley, Carefree Years Co-Chairs

Members of Carefree Years group 
strive to spring forward with faith, 
hope, gratitude, love for one another, 
and a sense of fun and adventure. We 
seek to identify opportunities to make 
friends, build community, and enjoy 
God’s many blessings in our lives. The 
group is growing and we encourage all 
SMG parishioners who are 55+ and their 
friends to participate in these upcoming 
events below. Annual dues are $10 for 
membership.

Fridays, March 3 and May 5 
Mass & Muffins 
Gather for the 8 a.m. Mass; then, enjoy 
time to socialize and play games while 
enjoying mini-muffins and coffee.

Wednesday, March 15, 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
“Souper” Potluck Luncheon with 
Music by Fr. Enan 
Come to a potluck lunch of homemade 
soup, chili, stew, bread, desserts and 
beverages. Entertainment will be 
provided by Fr. Enan, who will play his 
violin! RSVP required by March 8 to 
Pat Ripley at 608-497-0765 or 
bripley2@charter.net

Tuesday, May 2, 
1 - 2 p.m. 
Falls Prevention 
Education 
Ashley Hillman, 
Falls Prevention 
Program Manager at 
Safe Communities 
of Madison-Dane 
County, will provide 
information about 
falls, risk assessment, 
and falls prevention, as well as resource 
information, via a Zoom-based 
presentation. This is a free event. Snacks 
and beverages provided. RSVP required.

Mid-May 
Lunch at a Local Restaurant 
Details to follow!

September/October 
Stepping On Workshop 
This workshop is an evidence-based, 
7-week series focused on Falls 
Prevention. Each session will be 2-hours 
long. The Facilitator is Marcy DeGreef, 
Safe Community Coalition. Stay tuned 
for more information!

Kudos to the Planning Team 
Planning, organizing, and 
implementation of all Carefree Years 
events are the result of the generous 
contribution of time, talent and treasure 
by the Planning Team members, 
including: Barbara Brown; Carol and 
Chris Anacker; Kathryn and Ron Curio; 
Margaret Ferry (now deceased); Patricia 
and Tom Frazak; Joan Horinek; Donna 
Larson; Bridget Malesytcki; Marge 
McShane; Pat and Brad Ripley; Dave 
Ross; Margaret and David Sansonetti; 
and Marla Thole. Please thank them 
when you see them!

PARISH LIFE

Carefree Years members enjoyed an afternoon of 
board games, card games, and refreshments, during 
their Game Day event in February.

CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT THE EPIPHANY 
ON EPIPHANY SUNDAY
The Families with Young Children group hosted an 
Epiphany Party on Sunday, January 8. It was a huge 
success! Children made crowns and participated in a 
scavenger hunt to learn about the gifts the Wise Men 
brought to Jesus. What a great way to celebrate the 
Feast of the Epiphany!

For upcoming events, please see the Families with 
Young Children page on our website.
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PARISH LIFE

MEET OUR YOUNG ADULTS
EMILY STANFIELD
When I moved 
to the Madison 
area in 2020, 
I was going 
through a 
rough patch 
– the career 

I thought I wanted in college hadn’t 
panned out, my dating relationships 
hadn’t panned out, and it didn’t seem 
like God would ever fulfill the desires 
that had always been in my heart. And 
there was the pandemic throwing a 
wrench into everything. Mostly out of 
habit and duty, I searched for a parish 
to join. SMG stood out to me because of 
the continuous din of wailing children 
during Mass. It’s the sound of a young 
Church, next generation of saints, and it 
gave me new hope for the future of the 
Catholic Church.

Since there were few in-person 
opportunities at the time, I joined 

a virtual Bible study through the 
parish. The women in my group came 
from a variety of backgrounds and 
perspectives, but we all had two things 
in common: our desire to grow in our 
faith and a need for friends striving 
for holiness. My Bible study helped me 
find community in the midst of a very 
isolating time, refreshing my faith. I 
still look forward to our Thursday night 
meetings, where we learn more about 
God, our faith, and the Bible. And more 
than that, we share about our lives: 
family difficulties, the highs and lows 
of work, things we want to celebrate, 
even tips about restaurants or wedding 
planning. We’re always welcoming new 
members, so reach out to me if you’re 
looking for more information!

In addition to Bible study, I enjoy 
going to Cor ad Cor and attending 
Friday fellowship after the 6:30 a.m. 
Mass (props to Tony and Graham for 

keeping us caffeinated and all those 
who bring baked goods to snack 
on!). I’ve gotten into singing with the 
Schola and lectoring at morning Mass. 
Plentiful times for Confession and a 
convenient (albeit early) 6:30 a.m. daily 
Mass make it easier to incorporate 
the sacraments into daily life. The 
numerous other events at SMG offer 
lots of opportunities for Catholics of all 
ages to deepen their faith and develop 
friendships with other Catholics.

Outside of being a parishioner at SMG, 
I have a 30 lb Australian Shepherd mix 
named Mandy. I love sharing cute pet 
pictures and pet stories, so if you see 
me at an event, feel free to ask about 
my dog, or share about your pet.

WILL STRIGEL
I came to 
Madison, for 
a few months, 
in the Spring 
of 2018 for an 
accounting 
internship. 

During that time, I explored nearby 
parishes and I was confident that I 
would enjoy going to St. Maria Goretti.

A year and a half later, in the summer 
of 2019, I was living in Madison full-
time and began regularly attending 
SMG. I attended some of the Young 
Adults events but didn’t become 
very active until I went to a planning 
meeting in the summer of 2020, 
prompted by my wife who had begun 
regularly attending events.

At that meeting, the Young Adults 
were looking to start a Men’s Group. 
Since I had some experience leading 
a Men’s Group at UW-Whitewater, I 
volunteered for the task. We started 
that Men’s Group right away. Only a 
few months later, we grew to the point 
of needing two Men’s Groups: one that 
I run on Tuesday evenings and one 
run by a fellow young adult, Zach, on 
Wednesday evenings.

As I became more involved with the 
planning meetings, I branched into 
things that were outside of the Men’s 
Group and began actively seeking 
more Young Adult events to attend. 
I became a regular attendee of Cor 
ad Cor, planning meetings, and 
any other social and service events 
through out the year. 

I am extremely grateful for the 
number of people I have been able 
to meet, and continue to meet, 
through the Young Adults group. It 
is incredible to see the vibrance and 
life in the young adults of the parish. 
I am also encouraged to live my faith 
more outwardly whenever I get to 
spend time with so many incredible 
and faithful people. 

“Take delight in the 
Lord, and he will 
grant you your heart’s 
requests.”
- Psalm 37:4
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EVENTS DATE TIME

Cor ad Cor Fri, Mar 3 7 p.m.

Lenten Fish Fry Mar 10 & 24 4:30 - 7 p.m.

Women’s Lenten Retreat March 10-11

Men’s Lenten Retreat March 17-18

Easter Egg Hunt Sun, Apr 9 After the 
  9 a.m. Mass

SMG Rummage Sale Sat, Apr 15 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details, volunteer signups, and other upcoming events, 
as well as our current Mass and liturgical schedule.

THE SACRED TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY - APRIL 6 
No Morning Masses; No Adoration or Confessions 
8 a.m. - Morning Prayer 
10 a.m. - Diocese of Madison Chrism Mass 
7:30 p.m.* - Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Adoration following Mass in the Parish Hall until Midnight

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 7 
No Morning Masses or Confessions 
8 a.m. - Morning Prayer 
1 p.m.* - Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord 
6:30 p.m. - Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY - APRIL 8 
No Morning Masses or Confessions 
8 a.m. - Morning Prayer 
1 p.m. - Blessing of Easter Food in the Parish Hall 
No 5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass 
8 p.m.* - Easter Vigil

EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 9 
Mass - 7, 9*, and 11 a.m. 
No 5:15 p.m. Evening Mass or Confession prior to Morning Masses

*Mass will also be live streamed on YouTube.
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