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GATHERINGS
The All Souls Day Mass, on November 2, featured Anerio’s “Missa pro Defunctis.” 
It was a profound evening as we prayed for the souls of all the faithful departed.
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Eucharistic Adoration continued on page 4

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION – PEACE 
AND HEALING
By Kathryn Curio, SMG Parishioner and Weekly Adorer

Spending one hour a week with Jesus in 
front of the Holy Eucharist has prompted 
me to write this article to inspire 
fellow parishioners to make the same 
commitment. Last year, an article was 
written about Adoration which included 
quotes from some of the weekly adorers. 
Some of the quotes include: 

“Adoration impacted me in several 
positive ways. In particular it has helped 
me increase my concentration while 

praying in Church…the profound silence 
and feeling the presence of the Lord in 
front of me…”

“Entering the church for Adoration, 
my mind and heart are full of worldly 
concern and worries. During the hours 
before the Lord, I feel so drawn to the 
Blessed Sacrament. It opens my heart 
and soul to incredible calmness…”

“It’s quiet in Church…”
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

Fall of 2022 has been full of exciting initiatives at St. Maria Goretti, 
both at our school and within our parish community.

Our students have been able to participate in a variety of events, ranging from 
our first annual Talent Show to our first annual Cardinal Dash fundraiser, which 
far exceeded our expectations and raised more than $11,000 for the mission of 
our school! Our students, represented by the third-grade class, had the grace of 
participating in the Consecration of Catholic Schools to Our Lady of Good Help 
in October.

Many new and exciting opportunities for formation and community-building 
have also been underway at the parish. I would especially like to invite our entire 
community to prayerfully consider attending our new Faith Formation nights, 
which are now open to the entire parish community and cover a wide range 
of topics touching on various essential aspects of our lives as Catholics, from 
morality to the sacraments and everything in between. Our music ministry has 
also been hosting many new and fruitful initiatives, including a new concert and 
recital series. All of these opportunities are an exciting way to build fellowship 
within our parish community and engage with our faith at a deeper level.

We opened the month of November with beautiful liturgies commemorating 
the Solemnity of All Saints and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. 
Throughout this month of November we are called in a particular way to 
remember and pray for our departed brothers and sisters, and are invited in a 
particular way to grow in our practice of this beautiful work of mercy.

This month of remembrance also prepares our own hearts for the quickly 
approaching season of Advent, which reminds us not only of God’s desire to be 
close to us, but also of our own need to be watchful throughout our earthly life 
and to strive to attain to the heavenly kingdom. It is so easy for us to get caught 
up in the worries and preoccupations of this life, or simply to be so absorbed in 
the routine and obligations of the day-to-day that we lose sight of our ultimate 
mission in life: to love God in this life and to be fully united to him in the next. 
St. Augustine understood this danger well, and so he said, “I fear that Jesus will 
pass by me unnoticed” (Sermons, 88, 14, 13). We know that Jesus is passing, but 
do we take the time to notice him? If St. Augustine was concerned about missing 
him, how much more must we pay attention! During his earthly life, Jesus 
encountered many people. He passed by many unnoticed. This Advent, I pray 
that our parish community may heed Christ’s invitation and command to be 
watchful, to await his coming with a hope that transforms the way in which we 
live. Jesus Christ is the Lord of history; we are secure within his hands.

God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Pastor

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at 
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking 
for more images to post on social media, 
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.

Please email your photos to Kristin at 
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the 
chance for your photo to appear online or 
in our print materials.

The Knights of Columbus hosted 
another Pancake Breakfast on 
September 11. Thanks to everyone 
who volunteered and came to 
enjoy the breakfast.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

More than 100 people attended 
the first event in our Music 
Ministry concert series to enjoy 
the sounds of Coulee Classic 
Barbershop Quartet.

On the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi, October 4, we held our 
annual blessing of animals in 
front of the church



www.stmariagoretti.org 3 Gatherings - Winter 2022

SCHOOL UPDATES
By Bob Schell, Principal

WHAT SETS OUR SCHOOL 
APART?
I was recently giving a tour to a 
prospective family, and they asked me 
a new question, “What do you feel sets 
this school apart from the other schools 
in the area?”

I’m glad I was asked, because there’s a lot!

According to the Cardinal Newman 
Society website, the Principles of 
Catholic Identity in Education: Parent 
Guide is designed to “…help current 
and prospective parents reflect upon 
those elements the Church expects to be 
present in all Catholic schools and which 
distinguish them from other schools.”

The guide is intended to help current 
and prospective parents consider the 
Catholic identity of a school. When 
touring the school, parents can ask a few 
of the most important questions from 
the guide which they feel are essential to 
their decision-making.

Does the school have Christ as its 
foundation?

How does the school engage in the 
integral formation of the human person 
– spiritual, intellectual, and physical?

Does the school community appear open 
and inviting? How so?

Upon entering our school you’ll notice a 
first-class relic of our patron, St. Maria 
Goretti. Often one of our preschool 
students arrives at school holding hands 
with his or her mom, skipping straight 
up to this relic to say, “Good morning!” 
to St. Maria Goretti and to ask her to 
pray for us.

As you begin venturing through the 
hallways, staff and students greet 
parents, visitors, and each other with 
warm smiles, creating an atmosphere of 
a Christian way of “family life.”

Student 
artwork is 
colorfully and 
intentionally 
displayed 
throughout 
the building. 
The virtue of 
the month 
depicts an 
emphasis on character development 
(e.g. Stewardship for the month of 
November), and examples of saints and 
their works of faith, hope, and charity 
f lood bulletin boards.

In classrooms, sacred works of art and 
sacramentals are used to enhance a sense 
of transcendence and Catholic identity. 
Teachers, versatile in areas of both 
academic content and catechesis, relate 
their subject material to aspects of our 
Catholic faith. They are living witnesses 
to the Gospel message. They love Jesus 
and our students and have a strong 
sense they are instruments of God, 
understanding their vocation as teachers 
as a calling to foster “something beautiful 
for God” in the souls of our learners.

Students pray every day – to start and 
end the school day, before lunch with the 
meal prayer, at Noon with the Angelus, 
and at regular assemblies and school 
events. On Wednesday and Friday 
mornings, big kids greet their little 
buddies with respect and kindness, 
tying shoes of Kindergarteners in 
anticipation of celebrating the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass together. Students 
are lectors, altar servers, and choir 
members and actively participate in 
praying the Mass. 

Recess times are multiage, with big kids 
playing with little kids. There is turn-
taking, sharing, and working through 
any conflicts with charity. Parents 
volunteer on the playground and in the 

lunchroom and kitchen serving warm 
food to students. 

We join our school parents in helping 
their child(ren) achieve the key goal of 
human life and education: perfection 
and happiness. Our world needs our 
SMG Catholic School graduates who will 
bring Christ into it. It’s easy to see that 
our staff and students are focused on 
helping each other grow and flourish in 
our shared, Catholic faith.

And uniforms too, of course!

We welcome all our parish families to 
contact the school office at 608-271-7551 
or school@stmariagoretti.org to schedule 
a tour and then a shadow day for your 
children to come and be a part of our St. 
Maria Goretti Catholic School family. We 
have so much to share with all of you!

SCHOOL NE WS

On October 7, our 3rd grade students 
joined Bishop Hying and students 
from other Catholic diocesan schools 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 
in Monona. Bishop Hying consecrated 
all our Catholic schools to Our Lady 
of Good Help during Mass. 
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OUR NEW ORGAN & 
DEDICATION RECITAL
This past summer, the SMG 
Music Ministry purchased 
and installed a new organ 
at our church, thanks to 
generous benefactors. The 
Allen GeniSys Rudy Lucente 
Signature Organ, Model RLX-66 is a 
new organ from the world renowned 
Allen Organ Company of Macungie, 
PA. This designer series organ features 
Allen Organs new Apex technology 
which provides us with new and 
updated samples of sounds from some 
of the finest organs in the world. Unlike 
our previous digital organ, this new 
digital instrument allows our church 

musicians to enhance our 
worship utilizing modern 
technology that has become 
a staple of church organs 
throughout the past twenty 
years. The versatility of 
this new instrument better 
facilitates congregational 

singing, the playing of true organ 
literature, the ability to record music, a 
wealth of additional stops (sounds), and 
a greater variety of dynamics (volume).

This February, Mr. Tyler Pimm, our new 
associate director of music and organist, 
will perform a dedicatory recital on 
this new instrument. More information 
regarding this recital will be available in 
the near future.

 

Rest in Peace
+

Clare Zach 
August 26, 2022

Sr. Jacqueline Tierney 
October 16, 2022

+

Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

 

Congratulations to our 
newly married couples

Emily Edelman and 
Bryce Smit 

August 27, 2022

Caroline Shelton and 
Timothy Knox 

September 17, 2022

Josephine Grygiel and 
Tyler Patterson 
October 15, 2022

Meg Shonsey and 
Conor Flynn 

October 22, 2022

Graciously pour out upon these 
couples, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, 
to make them one heart and one soul, 
so that nothing whatever may divide 
those you have joined and no harm 

come to those you have filled 
with your blessing.

“The weight of all I bring with me is 
transformed to…a feeling of love and 
peace needed to start anew…”

The common theme in each of the 
above shared experiences is silence. 
Silence and stillness. Stopping the 
noise of the world, even if only for an 
hour. Enjoying the peaceful tranquility 
in the presence of Jesus. Experiencing 
communion with God.

We are all in need of this peace. Peace 
that the world cannot give. Peace that 
can only come from Jesus.

While resting with Jesus is a noble end, 
is there another purpose? Yes. As we 
experience Jesus’ peace again and again, 
we change. As we change, we impact our 
families and friends, our coworkers, and 
others around us. It might be as simple 
as offering a smile or a wish for a “good 
day.” Perhaps it is sharing the good 
news of the gospel. In whatever way we 
impact others by our changed behavior, 
they too are changed. Wow! Isn’t that 
exciting? Through this change, we are 

participating in the healing ministry of 
Jesus Christ, both by our own personal 
healing and through the effect of our 
healing on others.

Spending time with Jesus in Adoration 
is a gift and a responsibility. It is a gift 
because we can spend this time, worship 
freely, and connect with our Lord. It is 
a responsibility because we all have the 
duty and opportunity to build Christ’s 
kingdom here in our parish community. 
When we spend time in Adoration, we 
forge paths for ourselves, and others 
around us, to connect with our Lord.

Does this inspire you to participate 
in Adoration? If so, please email us at 
adoration@stmariagoretti.org. We 
look forward to hearing from you and 
answering any questions you have 
about Adoration or becoming a weekly 
adorer. At SMG, Eucharistic Adoration 
is offered every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8:45 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the church.

We hope to see you in Adoration soon!

Eucharistic Adoration continued from page 1
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ADVENT: PREPARING FOR THE 
COMING OF CHRIST
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

THE LONGEST ADVENT
Each year we prepare for the Christmas 
Season with the liturgical season 
of Advent. This year, Advent is the 
longest it can be; it is four complete 
weeks because Christmas falls on a 
Sunday. This year’s dates of Advent are 
November 27 through December 24.

THE CHARACTER OF ADVENT
Advent is a time of preparation for the 
coming of the Savior. Each year we 
prepare to celebrate the anniversary of 
Christ’s First Coming to the earth as a 
human child, born of the Virgin Mary 
in the town of Bethlehem. Advent also 
looks forward to the Second Coming 
of Christ at the end of time. Advent is a 
time for preparing for both.

The liturgical color of the Advent season 
is violet. In the sanctuary, the front of 
the altar and ambo are draped in this 
color. The vestments of the priests are 
violet except for the third Sunday when 
they have the option of wearing a rose-
colored vestment, which signifies the 
joy that arises as the Savior comes near.

The Advent wreath is in the sanctuary 
near the ambo, assembled with greenery 
and the four candles which mark the 
passing of the weeks of Advent. Three 
candles are violet, and one candle is 
rose-colored. The candles are lighted for 
each Mass during Advent.

THE SCRIPTURES OF ADVENT
This Advent the Sunday Scriptures are 
from Cycle A which uses passages from 
the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
The first two Sundays of Advent focus 
on waking up and being alert for the 
coming of the Savior. The message of 
being prepared is very strong; we hear 
the account of St. John the Baptist who 

cries out to 
repent for the 
Kingdom of 
God is at hand. 
The Scriptures 
of the Third 
Sunday of 
Advent are 
ones of joy and 
of exhorting us 
to be patient for the coming of the Lord. 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent turns to 
the immediacy of the coming of the 
Savior who will be from the house of 
David, born of the virgin; his name will 
be Jesus because he will save his people 
from their sins (Matthew 1:21).

OUR OWN PREPARATION
The Advent season is one of preparation, 
of being ready for the coming of the 
Lord. It entails repenting and leaving 
behind former ways unconducive for 
the presence of God. Our hearts need to 
be stirred up (a verb used often in the 
Advent prayers in the Roman Missal) 
and focused more firmly on spiritually 
preparing for celebrating the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Daily prayer, 
reading and meditating on the Advent 
Scriptures, self-sacrificing, reaching 
out to the less fortunate, going to 
confession, and attending the Advent 
liturgies are all essential ways of setting 
the course for the coming of the Lord. 

“Grant your faithful, 
we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth 
to meet your Christ with 
righteous deeds…”
- Collect of the First Sunday of Advent

LITURGIC AL LIFE

Parishioners Emily Edelman and 
Bryce Smit were joined in the 
sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
on August 27.

Congratulations to newly 
baptized, Andres, and his family. 
We welcome you, and all children 
Baptized recently at SMG, into 
our faith family and pray that you 
may live and grow in Christ’s love.

RECENT SACRAMENTS 
AT SMG
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PARISH NE WS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
RYAN & KELI LUECKE
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

We both grew up in the La Crosse 
area and have been living in Madison 
a little over 15 years. Keli is a Spanish 
interpreter/translator for the Madison 
Public School District, and Ryan is 
a cataloger for the Madison Public 
Library. We both enjoy reading and going on walks.

What is your favorite part about the SMG community?

We appreciate the availability of Adoration and the many 
opportunities for Mass and Confession. SMG offers so many 
ministries and events to help people grow in their faith and 
develop a deeper prayer life.

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

We started volunteering in the Parish Library this year. We 
received a warm welcome from Carol Anacker, who trained 
us. We help keep the library clean and organized, check in 
books, process new materials, and update the online catalog.

What is the most rewarding thing about volunteering?

We enjoy putting together displays for the “featured shelves” 
and try to highlight books related to the devotion of the 
month and upcoming feast days. It’s great being able to 
share some of our favorite books as well. Ryan recommends 
The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence of the 
Resurrection and anything by Saint Teresa of Ávila. Keli 
recommends Our Lady of Good Help: Prayer Book for Pilgrims by 
Fr. Edward Looney (the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is 
our favorite pilgrimage spot).

YOUTH MINISTRY - EVENTS AT SMG & 
AROUND THE DIOCESE
SMG’s High School Youth Ministry is up and running for this 
year. We had events during October which included a pumpkin 
carving contest (pictured above) as well as an event at Holy Name 
Heights. In November, we held a Volleyball and Pizza Night. Each 
month, we will host one event at SMG and one event at another 
location with teens from around the Diocese.

The SMG events will include some sort of fun activity, food, 
and prayer. The Xavier Mission Team, also known as XMT, is a 
crew of young adults that host the Diocesan-wide events called 
Ignite Nights either at Holy Name Heights or at St. Paul’s 
Catholic Student Center. We had a blast at our fall events and 
can’t wait for more of you to join us for the rest of the year.

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:

• XMT Ignite Night @ St. Paul’s Downtown 
November 30, 7 - 8:30 p.m.

• Frassati Fest @ Wisconsin Dells Kalahari 
February 10-12

SMG’S CARDINAL DASH WAS A HUGE SUCCESS
On October 20, SMG students, staff, and 
families gathered together to participate 
in the 2022 Cardinal Dash. In the weeks 
leading up to the event, students asked 
friends, family members, and neighbors 
to pledge donations to our school. We 
surpassed all of our goals and ended up 
raising more than $11,000 for SMG.

To start the dash, the K-3 students ran 
for 20 minutes, including laps with 
buddies, a chicken dance lap, walking 
lap, and even a Jump Around lap. 

When their dash had finished, they 
cooled down as their 4-8 buddies got 
ready to run. The older students also ran 
for 20 minutes, with a few students even 
completing 40 laps. The Cardinal Dash 
was a fun and exciting event with lots of 
smiles, red faces, and cheers to bring the 
community together.

The money raised from our generous 
donors will be used to purchase new 
playground equipment, fund field trips, 
and other materials needed in school.
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CAREFREE YEARS - PLANNING TEAM MEETS TO 
ORGANIZE UPCOMING EVENTS
The Carefree Years planning team organized and hosted a 
Pizza Party on September 23 (pictured above) to welcome 
members and encourage participation in activities 
throughout the 2022-2023 year. The WaunaStrummers, a 
group of local ukulele players, provided entertainment. The 
WaunaStrummers asked for donations to the Salvation 
Army rather than payment for their performance. Thanks to 
the generosity of attendees, a donation of $300 was made to 
the Salvation Army!

Monthly Mass & Muffins events, which began in April, are 
continuing on the first Friday of the month, following the 
8 a.m. Mass. Members are volunteering to host individual 
events. Upcoming dates include February 3, March 3, and 
May 5.

The Fruit of the Vine wine tasting event was held on 
November 11 in the Parish Hall. Fr. Scott selected the wines 
for tasting; designed and provided individual placemats, 
that included information about each wine sample and 
provided space for participants to write notes; and, 
presented information about the wines. Hors d’oeuvres, 
desserts, coffee, and tea were enjoyed following the 
presentation.

The Carefree Years planning team met in October to plan 
events for the remainder of this year through May 2023. 
Possible events and activities were discussed, and members 
of the team volunteered to research them. Stay tuned for 
communications about these upcoming events.

New members are welcome to join the Carefree Years. The 
annual dues of $10 can be paid at any time. If you would like 
to attend events, but you need a ride, please contact 
Patricia Frazak at 608-273-2628 or tomfrazak@att.net or 
Pat Ripley at 608-497-0765 or bripley2@charter.net.

MAZZUCHELLI MINISTRY TEAM
The Mazzuchelli Ministry Team is an outreach program of 
SMG and is comprised of volunteers from our parish. Our 
mission is to minister to those in the community who are 
homebound or residents of care facilities who are no longer 
able to fully participate in the life of their parish.

We provide non-medical assistance and support to 
individuals in a variety of ways. We focus on the needs and 
interests of individuals that they identify as being most 
important to them. As a ministry team, we are given the 
opportunity to actively live out our Catholic Faith and to be 
an extension of Christ’s love and compassion to others.

We ask you to prayerfully consider being a part of our 
Mazzuchelli Ministry Team. We would love to hear from 
you and answer any questions you may have. Also, if you 
know of anyone who might benefit from receiving support 
from the ministry team, with their permission, please 
contact us and we will reach out to them. The co-chairs 
for SMG’s Mazzuchelli Ministry Team are Marla Thole and 
Carol Anacker. To reach us, please contact the parish office 
at parish@stmariagoretti.org or 608-271-7421.

We will have a Meet & Greet event in January. Stay tuned 
for more event details. If you would like to be added to the 
invite list, please contact us. 

“As each one has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace.”
- 1 Peter 4:10



Gatherings - Winter 2022  8 St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

FAITH FORMATION

FINANCIAL TITHING & 
THE WORSHIP OF GOD
By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

For us as Catholics, our faith is 
expressed in good works, as we hear in 
St. Paul. This isn’t just in the moments 
that we engage in social concern 
or outreach – which are beautiful 
and necessary parts of our lives as 
Christians – but actually in everything 
we do, “So whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do everything for 
the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 
Now that we are in Christ by Baptism, 
everything we do is capable of being 
an expression of worship and praise 
to God. “Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him 
to God the Father” (Colossians 3:17).

In a particular way, this principle 
is attached to our practice of 
stewardship, whereby the faithful 
supply for the financial needs of 
a parish and its mission, which is 
the Fifth Precept of the Catholic 
Church (CCC 2043). What I would 
like to do here, as I recently did in 
a stewardship homily, is show how 
the Church understands financial 
stewardship and support not just 
as a material necessity, but also as a 
spiritual practice that is connected 
to both our worship of God and our 
discipleship. Because in truth, we 
aren’t just supposed to give because 
Father has asked and bothered us 
enough – giving out of guilt or shame. 
Instead, we are called to give “without 
sadness or compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).

It is striking that in all of the Gospels, 
Jesus talks more about money than 
he does about prayer. This obviously 
is not because he considers prayer to 
be unimportant, but more because he 

knows the 
danger that money, especially the love 
of money (cf. 1 Timothy 6:10), poses 
for the sinful human heart and its 
relationship to God. The truth is that 
nothing is a greater competitor to the 
proper worship of God in the human 
heart than money. Nothing challenges 
our worship of God or our discipleship 
to him more than our desire for and 
love of money. This is what Jesus is 
talking about in Luke chapter 16 when 
he says, “No servant can serve two 
masters. He will either hate one and 
love the other or be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon (the biblical term 
for riches)” (Luke 16:13).

This is because money is capable in 
a unique way of making us feel like 
God. It gives us security, comfort, 
autonomy, and a sense of freedom. 
Having money allows us to do what 
we want, when we want, and how we 
want. No other created thing gives 
us this opportunity, and that is why 
Jesus warns against it so frequently – 
because it can cause us to supersede 
God as the Lord of our lives – living 
for our own wills rather than for 
his will. This is why money is such a 
competitor to the worship of God.

A contrast between two biblical 
stories helps to illustrate this point: 
The Rich Young Man (Mark 10:17-31) 
vs. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). The 
nameless “rich young man” is one 
who has kept the law since his youth, 
but when Jesus invites him deeper – 
to sell all that he has and give to the 
poor – he leaves Jesus and does not 
follow “for he had many possessions” 
(Mark 10:22).

The story of Zacchaeus, however, has 
a different ending. Now, Zacchaeus is 
a “chief tax collector”, and “a wealthy 
man”. This tells us that he was a 
lover of money, for the tax collectors 
were often known to be cheats and 
thieves who took more than they 
needed, keeping the extra wealth for 
themselves. This man, though, after 
his encounter with Jesus Christ, is 
profoundly changed and expresses 
adoration for the Son of God. He 
who was formerly a worshipper of 
money doesn’t just worship Jesus in 
word, but also promises to give half 
of his wealth to the poor and to repay 
anyone whom he has extorted four 
times over. He desires to sacrifice his 
wealth in worship to the God he has 
just encountered.

From these examples, we see how 
the Church’s practice of tithing and 
stewardship are not just a practical 
matter for the Church to function, 
but also that there is a spiritual 
value to the way in which we use our 
wealth. Tithing is a sacrifice to God, 
giving to him and his Church from 
our personal treasure. It is a small 
response to all that God has done for 
us, and is yet another way that we 
are able to worship and adore God, 
because we lay down something that 
gives us great freedom and power, 
sacrificing it in generosity to God 
and for the sake of his Church. 

“...for God loves a 
cheerful giver”
- 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
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MUSIC MINISTRY

MEET TYLER - ASSOCIATE 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & 
ORGANIST
Beginning in mid-December, 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church 
will be pleased to welcome Mr. 
Tyler Pimm as our new Associate 
Director of Music & Organist. 

Throughout the past two years, the SMG Music Ministry has 
employed several organ scholars to assist Director of Music, 
Marco Antonio Melendez, in his efforts to grow the music 
ministry and to serve as organist for one or more weekend 
liturgies. Prior to enrolling as a graduate student at the 
Arizona State University, Tyler served as organ scholar at 
SMG. We are so delighted to welcome him back to Madison 
and back to our parish.

A native of Wisconsin, Tyler has served as director of music 
or organist of parishes throughout central Wisconsin and 
in Minnesota and Arizona. He is a graduate of Northern 
Illinois University (Master of Music: Composition) and the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth (Bachelor of Music: Theory 
& Composition). He is currently in the process of completing 
a second Master of Music degree in organ performance from 
Arizona State University. He has served as a collaborative 
pianist for choral ensembles and solo performers throughout 
the Midwest and continues to perform as a concert organist 
throughout the nation.

CONCERT & RECITAL SERIES - 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church Music Ministry presents:

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Pre-Service Organ Recital - 1:30 p.m. 
Service - 2 p.m.

Join the St. Maria Goretti Choir and guest organist 
Mr. Michael Mills as they celebrate the season of 
Advent, which is a season of both quiet reflection and 
joyful expectation, in this Advent Lessons & Carols.

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS
Sunday, January 8, 2023 
Pre-Service Organ & Brass Recital - 1:30 p.m. 
Service - 2 p.m.

Come and join the St. Maria Goretti Choir and 
Schola Cantorum as they celebrate the completion 
of the Christmas season on Epiphany Sunday in 
this Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols.

SMG’S FIRST ANNUAL TALENT SHOW
On October 7, the St. Maria Goretti 
community attended the first annual 
Talent Show. It was an evening of delightful 
performances given by a handful of our 
finest performers. The selected students 
had the opportunity to present their own 
talent, whatever that may be.

When determining their talents, some 
students looked to family members for 
inspiration. Victor, a 6th grade student, 
said, “At first, I didn’t know what to do, 
but then I thought of my dad’s magic 
tricks.” His magic show left the audience 
dumb-founded as his family cheered him 
on from the crowd.

“I wanted to show people that doing 
something out of their comfort zone is 

okay,” said Reagan, a 5th grade student. 
She performed a stellar cheer-leading 
routine with her classmates. Some other 
talents of the night included gymnastics, 
singing, playing piano, and reading a book.

In between each act, our new music 
teacher and host for the evening, Ms. 
Alivia Schmidt-Sanders, engaged the 
audience in some fun trivia about the 
participants. Audience members had the 
chance to answer questions correctly in 
exchange for sweet prizes.

The night concluded with a huge thank you 
to the students who performed and those 
who supported them along the way. The 
hope is that even more students will join in 
sharing their God-given talents next year!
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YOUNG ADULTS - PRAYER PARADIGM
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

Young Adults, those in their 20s and 30s, 
are a transient group by nature – they 
are in their prime years for job changes, 
moving cities and states, and starting 
relationships and families. Add a 
university and large employers like Epic 
to the mix, and the Young Adults Group 
experiences significant change from 
year to year. New grads arrive en masse 
starting in May, but throughout the 
year, folks who have been around a while 
move closer to family or start graduate 
programs across the country.

A key role the Young Adults Group 
plays is to ease the transition to life 
after school. A parish is different than 
a campus Newman Center, so that 
means encouraging participating in 
parish events and taking on liturgical 
roles while also creating environments 
for Young Adults to grow in faith and 
fellowship and form lifelong friendships. 
We host 3 women’s and 2 men’s small 
groups that meet weekly, a monthly 
social event (hike, game night, bonfire, 
etc.), monthly Adoration (Cor ad 
Cor), and other spiritual and service 
opportunities. These activities build 
community and provide opportunities 
for growth in all aspects of life.

An especially vibrant weekly activity is 
Friday Morning Fellowship. Each week, 
10 to 20 Young Adults attend the 6:30 
a.m. Mass together and then gather for 
baked goods and coffee (pictured above). 
An icebreaker question, such as “what’s 
your favorite dish to bring to a potluck,” 
gets the conversation going until it’s 
time to disperse for work.

Despite the inherent turnover, complete 
with sweet sorrow at partings, I have 
seen the Young Adults Group grow 
significantly over my 8+ years at SMG. 
I have also seen the spiritual fruit 
brought about by those who move 
away. Experiencing the rich liturgical 
environment and dynamic social scene 
at SMG creates a paradigm for what 
parish life can be. Every Young Adult 
leaving to take a job elsewhere or move 
back home carries with them a seed 
from their experience here – sharing 
faith in small groups, attending 
daily Mass, going to Adoration and 
Confession, fellowshipping with other 
young Catholics. With around 400 
subscribers to our weekly email in a 
world where Millennials and Gen Z 
largely do not identify with religion 
and have not truly had the Gospel 

preached to them, the SMG Young 
Adults Group provides at least a taste of 
what is possible. Much work remains, 
but the prayer life for Young Adults at 
SMG, exemplified by Friday Morning 
Fellowship, provides a paradigm that 
is carried throughout the country with 
each person who moves away. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit brings about a 30, 60, or 
100-fold harvest for each seed that falls 
into fertile soil.

The Young Adults will be hosting 
our annual Advent Party on Monday, 
December 12 (Our Lady of Guadalupe) 
in the Rectory starting at 6 p.m. – join us 
for this potluck event with a gift raffle 
and games. To learn more, follow us on 
Facebook or visit our website. 

“But some seed fell on 
rich soil, and produced 
fruit, a hundred or sixty 
or thirtyfold.”
- Matthew 13:8

Friday Morning Fellowship attendees enjoy coffee and homemade goodies after the 6:30 a.m. Mass.
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MAINTENANCE MUSINGS
By Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance

OUR TASK AT HAND
Our task at hand in this life is to 
remove any obstacles that will impede 
God’s grace or, in other words, to 
become a saint. What makes this so 
difficult? I might be able to shed some 
light on this question by comparing 
the task of becoming a saint to the task 
of running the facilities and grounds. 
In my experience, I have noticed three 
common obstacles to completing 
tasks: lack of understanding, neglect, 
and disorder. To help illustrate, I will 
use the task of trimming a shrub.

First, I must possess the 
understanding that there is a task to 
be complete. If I did not know that the 
shrub needed to be trimmed several 
times a year, I would fail to complete 
the task. Likewise, if I did not know 
that the task of my life was to become 
a saint, the world will give me many 
tasks to complete that could be noble, 
honorable, and useful. However, 
the lack of comprehension of my 
primary task of sainthood will lead to 
incompletion. This may be the primary 
reason that a task is not completed 
followed closely by the second 
obstacle—neglect.

In my 
example, I 
may come to the realization that the 
shrub is overgrown. Now I can choose 
to complete the task or neglect it. 
Likewise, God has a way of pricking 
a conscience that allows awareness 
that something in life is incomplete. 
If I do not strive for sainthood, no 
amount of success will keep God from 
making me aware that something 
is missing. Similarly, an overgrown 
shrub will look out of place or not look 
quite right. However, even with an 
uneasiness of conscience, the world 
has many ways to distract us, which 
leads into the third obstacle.

There are so many things that have 
to be prioritized in life. With so 
much going on, disorder seems like 
the status quo. How do I make time 
for God when I don’t have enough 
time to sleep? Better yet, I can’t sleep 
because I have so much going on. This 
is disorder in a nutshell. The facilities 
and grounds keep me very busy. Now 
imagine my most important task 
was to trim the shrub. If I knew this 
task was my primary responsibility 

and failed to prioritize it, my identity 
as a maintenance person would be 
lessened. Likewise, my identity as 
a human is diminished as I fail to 
prioritize my task of sainthood. This 
is no trivial fact.

Finally when trimming a shrub, the 
task requires a certain set of tools: 
trimmer, rake, and wheelbarrow. If 
I were to use a table saw, crescent 
wrench, and mop bucket to complete 
this task, I would not only look silly, 
but it would be dangerous. Likewise, 
the Church gives us the tools to 
complete the task of sainthood, to 
name a few: the sacraments, prayer, 
works of mercy, and intercessions. 
If I try to substitute these out for 
other things, I will look silly and 
put my soul in danger. It is through 
these acts we receive God’s grace and 
through this grace do we have an 
opportunity to become a saint. 

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
Kids and their parents had a fun time at the “JPII in your 
PJs Party.” Families watched a children’s video about JPII 
while eating dinner, then prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
in the church, and then returned to the Parish Hall for 
dessert, JPII trivia, and prizes. It was great that everyone 
got together to learn more about Saint John Paul II on his 
feast day, October 22.

For upcoming events, please see the Families with Young 
Children page on our website.
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EVENTS DATE TIME

Cor ad Cor Fri, Dec 2 7 p.m.

Men’s Advent Retreat Dec 2-3

Women’s Advent Retreat Dec 9-10

Pancake Breakfast Sun, Dec 11 8 - 11 a.m.

Advent Lessons & Carols Sun, Dec 11 2 p.m.

Christmas Tree Set Up Sat, Dec 17 6 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Christmas Lessons & Carols Sun, Jan 8 2 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details, volunteer signups, and other upcoming events, 
as well as our current Mass and liturgical schedule.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Regular Confession Schedule 
30 minutes before every Mass 
No Confessions prior to Masses on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
Tuesday and Thursday - 4 - 6 p.m.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24 
Morning Mass at 8 a.m. as usual, No Vigil Mass at 5:15 p.m. 
4:30 p.m.* - Vigil Mass of Christmas 
7 p.m. - Vigil Mass of Christmas 
10 p.m. - Christmas Mass of the Night

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25 
7, 9* and 11 a.m. - Masses of the Day 
No evening Mass at 5:15 p.m.

*Mass will also be live streamed on YouTube.


