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In July, SMG’s Knights of Columbus sponsored the Pancake Breakfast to benefit
Babies and Beyond of WI. Read more on page 9
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CORPUS CHRISTI – WALKING IN THE WAY
OF THE LORD
By Julie Henneman, SMG Parishioner and Volunteer

Sunday, June 19, was a very special day to
honor and celebrate the gift of the Holy
Eucharist. It was the Solemnity of the
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, also
known as Corpus Christi. It is a festive
day calling attention to the fact that
Christ’s true body and soul, human and
divine, is really and substantially present
in the Eucharist.
To commemorate this Solemnity, our
parish held a Eucharistic procession

following the 9 a.m. Mass. Parishioners
of all ages, united by a great love for
our Lord present in the Eucharist,
participated in the procession. This
was the first time our parish has had
a public Eucharistic procession on the
streets around our church.
The procession was an incredibly
powerful experience for many of our
parishioners. It was a truly sacred,
solemn, and joyful event.
Corpus Christi continued on page 4
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Learn more about
Love Begins Here
on page 6 and 11

Read about our
seminarian’s
summer experience
on page 7
Check out the
new programs in
Music Ministry
on page 10

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

Over the summer, our parish had one of the most glorious days in
her history on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. To process with our
Lord into the streets, imitating him, evangelizing through him, and reminding
ourselves to walk daily with him.

Congratulations to newly
baptized, Casey, and his family!
We welcome you, and all children
Baptized recently at SMG, into
our faith family.

During this summer’s Book Club,
Fr. Enan led the discussions and
answered questions about the
book, Till We Have Faces: A Myth
Retold, by C.S. Lewis.

Thank you to the Young Adults
group for preparing the Snack
Packs for the Meadowood
Neighborhood Center in June.

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking
for more images to post on social media,
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.
Please email your photos to Kristin at
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the
chance for your photo to appear online or
in our print materials.
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A Eucharistic procession is a reminder to us that the Eucharist is not just a symbol.
We don’t love symbols, we don’t kneel down and adore symbols, we don’t strive to
better ourselves for a symbol. But we do kneel down and adore the Eucharist, we
treat it with the highest level of reverence we can muster, because the Eucharist is
really and truly Jesus Christ, present. He is truly present in the tabernacle. He is
made present on the altar through the prayers of the priest. He is truly present as
we receive him in Holy Communion. May a Eucharistic procession become a part
of our lived faith for many years to come.
This summer we also celebrated the dedication of our church and the Solemnity
of St. Maria Goretti. The dedication of a church signifies the consecration of the
church building as a sacred place where Jesus Christ dwells truly present in the
tabernacle. Let us be reminded of our Lord’s presence every time we enter our
church to worship God, participate in the Mass, and receive the sacraments. The
celebration of our parish patron saint allows us the opportunity to give thanks to
St. Maria Goretti and her intercession for us and our parish community. Through
her intercession, may we grow into a people with a heart always willing to forgive
self and neighbor.
After a quiet summer, the music ministry is poised for a very exciting year. With a
new organ installed from Allen Organ Company and recently voiced for our church,
we are grateful to all those who made this new instrument a possibility as the
beauty of its sounds adds to the church’s liturgical action. As the parish continues
to pursue excellence in the liturgy, Dr. Chris Carstens will be leading a mission
retreat on September 24 to talk about the teaching of the Second Vatican Council.
Stay tuned as the music ministry has many exciting events scheduled for this year.
Lastly, we are building on the new beginnings of our faith formation program
from the last couple of years. Our faith and love of God is the center of our life. As
such, we want to know God to the greatest extent possible. The new faith formation
offerings are open to the whole parish. Wednesday evenings are for presentations
and discussions on dogmas and morals and other Catholic topics, and Sundays are
to bring us closer together as a community.
Whether in our liturgical action, a deeper knowledge of our faith, or a greater
witness of our belief in the Eucharist, we are all lifelong learners of the faith and
desire faithful discipleship to our Lord and Savior.
God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson
Pastor
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SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL UPDATES
By Bob Schell, Principal (shared with permission of St. Jerome Academy)

OUR SCHOOL’S VISION
Much like a builder starting with a
blueprint, a plan, or a picture of the
finished work in mind, the vision for our
school begins with the end product: the
sort of person we hope would emerge
after nine years at St. Maria Goretti
Catholic School (SMG).
The vision of our school is to educate
children in the truest and fullest sense
by giving them the necessary tools of
learning and by fostering wonder and
love for all that is genuinely true, good,
and beautiful. We emphasize advanced
level learning because we want our
students to read well, speak well, and
think well and ultimately because truth
and beauty are good in themselves
and desirable for their own sake. We
seek to incorporate our students into
the wisdom of two thousand years
of Roman Catholic thought, history,
culture, liturgy, and arts so that they
might understand themselves and
their world in the light of the truth and
acquire the character to live happy and
integrated lives in the service of God
and others.
Education in this deep and
comprehensive sense extends beyond
the classroom and is more than just the
acquisition of skills. It encompasses
the whole of one’s life. For this reason,
SMG Catholic School seeks to involve

families ever
more deeply in
the life of the
school and in
the education of their children.
True education has always rested on two
presuppositions. The first is that truth is
desirable for its own sake. It is good not
for what it does, but for what it is. The
second is that knowledge consists not
in bending the truth to ourselves, but in
conforming ourselves to truth. We can
only conform ourselves to truth by freely
embracing and loving it, and we can only
love truth if we are enticed by its beauty.
Love of beauty has therefore always been
integral to the discovery of truth and true
education has always sought to form the
heart and mind, reason and will, desire
and knowledge. In short, education
forms the whole person in light of truth,
beauty, and goodness.
Our vision seeks to root a comprehensive
understanding of education in a
compelling and beautiful vision of
reality worthy of students’ love. This
vision is intended to govern every facet
of the school’s life. Its aim is twofold:
first, to communicate a certain body
of knowledge; and second, to cultivate
a certain kind of person, to develop as
far as possible what is uniquely human
in them, and so to equip them with the
skills, habits, and aptitudes necessary

SUMMER FAMILY FUN
New and returning families gathered
July 14 at Tower Hill Park in Fitchburg
to enjoy a beautiful summer night
together! Families and staff listened
to music from a local band, played
volleyball, and set up their picnics, while
students ran through the playground,
played kickball, and enjoyed a scoop of
Kona Ice. Returning 3rd grade teacher
www.stmariagoretti.org
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to embrace truth and to become the
person they were truly created to be.
Immediately it becomes clear that no
aspect of a school’s life is truly ‘extracurricular’ or falls outside of its core
mission of education, because every
aspect of its life—from the way the
school prays, to the dress code of
students and staff, the arrangement of
furniture in the classroom, the paint and
posters on the wall, the activities during
recess, the way technology is used, and
the songs the children sing—reflects the
school’s judgments and priorities about
the meaning of its educational mission.
Curriculum, pedagogical methods, and
all the details of the school’s life should
therefore be constantly assessed both in
light of the conviction that knowledge
and love of truth, beauty, and goodness
are ends in themselves and in light of
the twofold goal of the school’s vision.
In our ongoing search for truth, beauty,
and goodness, our SMG Catholic School
community is energized and excited to
embark towards this vision for Catholic
education… for the greater glory of God!
To read the full version of this article as well
as previous school articles, please visit SMG’s
Blog at www.stmariagoretti.org/blog.

Agi Sullivan noted that the event gave
her the opportunity to catch up with
former students, while also having the
chance to meet students who will be in
her class this upcoming year. Overall,
the get together provided a much
needed pause from the busy activities of
summer to build fellowship in the SMG
community. Thank you to all who helped
make this event a success!
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Congratulations to our
newly married couples
Ashley Miller and
Alex Van Lieshout
January 7, 2022
Jennifer Rukavina and
Nathan Hansen
June 3, 2022
Yen Tuong and
Phuoc Pham
June 18, 2022
Samantha Maglio and
Nicholas Worman
July 2, 2022
Vanessa Skenandore and
Blake Fontana
July 23, 2022
Graciously pour out upon these
couples, O Lord, the Spirit of your love,
to make them one heart and one soul,
so that nothing whatever may divide
those you have joined and no harm
come to those you have filled
with your blessing.

Parishioners Nathan Hansen and
Jennifer Rukavina were joined in
the sacrament of Holy Matrimony
on June 3.

During the Corpus Christi Procession, everyone stopped for a moment of prayer
at the altar that was set up on the school lawn.
Corpus Christi continued from page 1

We participated in a great witness of
faith to our community as we followed
behind the very Lord Himself present
in the Eucharist. Every aspect of this
experience was magnified by the
reverence promulgated by our priests,
the multitude of altar servers, the
incense filling the air, the rosary being
prayed together, and our voices being
lifted in intermittent song.
We stopped along the way, on the school
lawn, where an altar had been set up
for the occasion. This provided further
opportunity to give witness to our love
and reverence to our Lord. As we knelt
on the grass for prayer and benediction,
it was striking to realize that we had
indeed brought Christ outside the
church doors and into our community,
accompanied by our Blessed Mother and
the host of angels and saints that always
surrounds the Blessed Sacrament. After
that stop, we returned to the church
and the procession concluded with
benediction inside the church.
This was an experience that left me
feeling uplifted in so many ways—in
closeness to the Lord, being immersed
in the graces of the fullness of
prayer, and an increased reverence
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for the Eucharist. I am grateful to
have participated in such a beautiful
celebration on the Feast of Corpus
Christi with my family of faith.

I continue to be uplifted in recollection
of this event. I am reminded every time
I drive along the roads surrounding our
parish that this is holy ground now, for
the very Lord Himself came this way.
If you didn’t get a chance to share in this
experience this year, join us next year as
we walk together in the way of the Lord
during this magnificent procession on
the Feast of Corpus Christi.
To learn more about this procession,
please see the Events page on our
website at www.stmariagoretti.org.
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SHARING SIGNIFICANT DAYS
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

One of the beautiful things about the
Catholic faith is all the special days to
celebrate. As an universal Church, as a
diocesan church, as a parish community,
and as individuals there are many
notable days. In paying attention to such
days and celebrating them in some way,
we would have significant days to chat
about and share with our neighbors,
friends, and coworkers. Such chatting
in person or on social media could be
an easy resource for us in our efforts of
evangelization.
In our parish this summer, two
significant days were the solemnity of
the anniversary of the dedication of
our church (June 27) and the solemnity
of our parish patron saint, St. Maria
Goretti (July 6). The dedication of a
church signifies the consecration of the
building as a holy place solely for the
worship of God and the sanctification of
the people who pray and worship there.
It is set apart as that holy place in which
the Real Presence of Jesus Christ dwells
in the tabernacle, the Mass is celebrated,
and the other sacraments are received.
Celebrating the anniversary of the
dedication highlights how important the
building is to our parish and renews the
parishioners in their faith and devotion
to the Blessed Sacrament.
In recognition of the saint for which a
parish is named, the parish celebrates
the saint’s day as a solemnity. In our
parish we extend the celebrating of St.
Maria Goretti’s feast day to the weekend
closest to the actual saint’s day so all
can participate. As we join in prayer
at the liturgies, we give thanks for St.
Maria Goretti and her intercession for
us. Celebrating our parish patron saint
renews our efforts to be as forgiving and
virtuous as she was in her young life.
Celebrating these two significant parish
days can invite us to look at corresponding

www.stmariagoretti.org

days in each of
our own lives.
Parish days can
be a model for
our individual
celebrations.
The correlation
to an
anniversary of
the dedication
of a parish church is the anniversary of
one’s baptism. The correlation of a parish
saint’s day is the patron saint of each of
us, either through our baptismal name or
the saint’s name we took at confirmation.
Just as dedicating a church building
consecrates it for God, baptism
consecrates each person for God. In the
baptismal rite, there is a prayer asking
God to make the person a temple of the
Holy Spirit. Baptism sanctifies one’s life
for Christ. Celebrating the anniversary
of our own baptism is as significant as
celebrating one’s birthday.
Honoring the day of one’s own patron
saint is another day of significance. To
acknowledge one’s saint and give thanks
for his/her help gives praise to God and
brings joy of heart to us. The annual
celebration of our patron saint can be a
source of inspiration and an increase of
devotion within our faith life.
Both the anniversary date of one’s
baptism and the feast day of one’s
patron saint are significant days to
have on our personal calendars and
to celebrate in some way. Just as we
talk about celebrating birthdays and
wedding anniversaries, here are
two more days to share and to chat
about with relatives and neighbors,
in our wider circle of acquaintances,
coworkers, Facebook friends, on Twitter,
etc. How evangelizing such chat could
be and how simple to do!
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Rest in Peace
+
Nancy Sweeney Rasmussen
May 23, 2022
John “Murph” Fisher
May 23, 2022
Jasmine Merlot Maida
May 26, 2022
Thomas John Webb
May 29, 2022
Michelle-Jo “Misty” Brumm
July 6, 2022
William McCarthy
July 28, 2022
+
Eternal rest grant unto them
O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.
May these souls, and all the
souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
JOAN CANTO
Tell us a little bit about yourself.
I grew up in Madison and have lived
here for most of my life. I graduated
from UW-Madison, majoring in English
Literature with a teaching certification
for grades 1-8. I retired three years
ago from UW-Health where I worked
as a Senior Inpatient Coder. I am still adjusting to my new
freedom! My hobbies include oil painting and international
travel. I especially enjoy traveling to Italy, which is where
my mom was born. I have three siblings, three nephews, one
niece, one grand-niece (pictured) and one grand-nephew.

LOVE BEGINS HERE - TEENS JOINING TOGETHER
IN PRAYER, SERVICE, AND COMMUNITY
By Melinda Minton, Youth Ministry Coordinator

This summer, we had middle and high school students from
SMG go on mission with Love Begins Here. For anyone who
isn’t familiar, Love Begins Here, or as many fondly call it,
LBH, is a local mission trip where parishes throughout the
area join together in prayer, service, and community.

How did you get involved with SMG?
I went through the RICA program here at St Maria Goretti
three years ago. It was a wonderful experience for me. I enjoy
attending Mass on Sunday afternoons. I find that it is a
time when I can quietly reflect on the previous week and an
inspiring way to begin the week.

The teens were able to encounter Christ through daily Mass,
a daily rosary, personal prayer time, and the opportunity for
adoration and confession. The majority of each day is spent
serving. The types of service included helping out at the
homes of people in need, serving at food banks, farms, and
other parishes.

What is your favorite part about the SMG community?
My favorite part of the SMG community are the beautiful
Masses which give me strength, comfort, and peace.
In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

This was my first year getting
to experience LBH and I was
blown away by the students
depth of faith and willingness
to serve. The most impactful
day my group had was
when we got the chance to
spend the morning helping
at a local pregnancy center
and the afternoon cleaning
headstones at the cemetery. A student pointed out in a casual
but profound way, “wow, it’s kinda cool how we got to start by
doing something for little babies coming into the world and
honor people who have died all in the same day.” I think you
reading this would agree - kinda cool indeed!

I volunteer at the parish office front desk as the receptionist
one day a week. I enjoy working with Trish Schaefer, Parish
Administrative Secretary, and getting to know some of the
parishioners and parish staff. I also assist in receiving food
donations for the Luke House once a month. Helping in these
ways is a great way to feel part of the SMG community.
Why is it important to you to volunteer?
As Catholics, it is so important to help our church and
community in any way we can. I feel privileged to be able
to do so and encourage others to do the same. It is a very
gratifying experience!
What are your hopes for the future of SMG?
I am looking forward to attending the upcoming faith
formation program this fall and hope we will have more
opportunities available in the future. I desire to learn more
about the history of Catholicism and how my faith can help
me navigate through the contemporary world.

None of the tasks that we did - pulling weeds, organizing
closets, transporting a weight bench up two blocks - would
individually change the world. Through these tasks we were
able to, in the words of the patroness, Saint Mother Teresa,
“Do small things with great love,” and we know Christ was
present through it all.
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SUMMER SEMINARIAN EXPERIENCE
By David Drefcinski, SMG Summer Seminarian

“Hello, this is the hospital
information desk, how
can I help you?” … “Hi, this is seminarian
David Drefcinski from St. Maria Goretti
Catholic Church, and I was wondering
if you have any parishioners who are
patients at the hospital today?” … “Let me
look…Yes, we have one…Would you like
me to forward your call to their room
number?” … “Yes please.” … “Hi, this is
seminarian David Drefcinski from St.
Maria Goretti. Would you like me to
come visit and bring you the Eucharist?!...
Yes! Ok I am on my way.”
This was my summer routine. Several
times a week I called to the area hospitals
to check if any parish members were
there. Through these experiences, I
received another taste of what it will be
like as a priest, especially in a hospital.
The focus for my seminary formation
this summer has been taking part in
Clinical Pastoral Experience, which is
a program required by the seminary to
give seminarians experience ministering
in a hospital setting.
What has impacted me the most is
bringing the Eucharist to those in the
hospital. What a joy and an honor to
bring them the Most Holy Eucharist.
It exposes them to the Light of Christ
while they struggle in the darkness.
“Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him
who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper
of the Lamb.” At the end of every Mass,
we are sent forth to proclaim the Gospel
to the world. We all become heralds of
the Most Blessed Sacrament. For me
to bring Jesus, physically present, to
the patients has been a truly moving
experience. It feels similar to the Corpus
Christi procession, when we brought
Jesus out on the streets. Just think, what
if we had a similar Eucharist procession
to the hospital room and bedside? When
I bring Jesus out into the community,
www.stmariagoretti.org

to the hospital, to those who are
suffering, it changes lives.
Sometimes it can be hard to understand
why the Lord is allowing those whom we
love to suffer. I have been very blessed
to hear beautiful explanations from Fr.
Scott and Fr. Enan on this topic. All the
suffering points to Jesus on the cross and
the hope he brings in the midst of the
pain. It may be hard for me to explain at
a hospital bedside why God is allowing
their suffering, but by helping to lift
their prayers to the Lord they are able to
“keep their eyes fixed on Jesus” (Hebrews
12:2). And sometimes something simple,
like a friendly smile or being physically
present, can heal many hearts.
Besides the hospital work this summer,
I have been able to participate in many
parish activities such as Book Club,
Cor ad Cor, Evening of Recollection
(Sponsored by Opus Dei), Sunday Coffee
& Donuts, Carefree Years Morning Mass
& Muffins, Young Adults Devil’s Lake
Outing, and Eucharistic Adoration. I
enjoyed being a part of this active parish
community and especially the vibrant
Young Adult community. Before I
entered seminary, I was heavily involved
with the Newman Center at UWPlatteville. The young adult community
here at SMG is exactly what every parish
should have for those who are postcollege. It shows the Church has a bright
future and is bursting at the seams with
those who want to go out to share the
Gospel. Much like Fr. Scott’s garden.
It has been a very blessed summer.
Thank you to everyone for your patience
with me as I tried to remember names.
It is a gift from the Holy Spirit I wish I
had. Maybe it will get better as a priest…
maybe. Please know of my prayers for all
of you. God-willing (and Bishop-willing)
I will be ordained a Transitional Deacon
in the spring of 2023.

7

CAREFREE YEARS –
SUCCESSFUL SUMMER
By Patricia Frazak, Carefree Years
Volunteer

Smiles, laughter, fun,
opportunities to meet and learn
about one another, the exchange of
many ideas, good fellowship, and
the enjoyment of yummy muffins
characterized the summer events
sponsored by the Carefree Years
group. We met monthly, following
the 8 a.m. Mass during our Mass &
Muffins events. We also enjoyed an
afternoon of games and fellowship
during our Games & Social event
in June.
In addition to these events, a
subset of the Carefree Years group
will gather in August for breakfast
and a meeting to plan events
throughout the upcoming year
(September 2022 - August 2023).
Responses we collected from a
survey will guide the selection of
events. We will also discuss and
identify leadership for individual
events and determine the annual
dues amount. Stay tuned as we
will be sharing the schedule of
upcoming events with parishioners
by the end of August.
To learn more about the Carefree
Years group, visit our website or
contact the parish office.
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FAITH FORMATION

SYMBOLISM AND AD
ORIENTEM WORSHIP
By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

As of July, at St. Maria Goretti, we began
celebrating the 6:30 a.m. daily Mass with
a slight change to how the priest stands
during the Mass, especially during the
Eucharistic Prayer. Instead of the priest
and the congregation facing each other
with the altar in between, the priest
now faces the same direction as the
congregation at Mass. This orientation
of the priest at Mass is typically called
“ad orientem”, which means “to the
East”, and refers to the direction that is
faced while the Mass is being offered.
Because this change may be something
that some have not experienced before
at Mass, I think it very important to
express the value and benefit that we,
your priests, see in making this change
in orientation at Mass. There are many
diverse and significant arguments and
points that can be made on this topic,
but that would take a book to cover (if
interested, see Turning Towards the Lord
by Uwe Michael Lang). In the space
available here, I would simply like to
highlight the symbolic value that the
ad orientem celebration of Mass – where
the priest and the congregation face the
same direction - brings to our worship
of God in the sacrifice of the Mass.
Symbolism
When we speak of symbols as Catholics,
we do not mean symbol in the way it
is commonly understood these days
as something with no real meaning
or importance. In fact, we mean
something almost exactly the opposite.
The Catholic understanding of symbols
is that they can communicate truth and
knowledge to us – especially truth and
knowledge about invisible or spiritual
things that we cannot see or perceive
with our senses.
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This is why
we can speak – in a certain sense – of the
Sacraments of the Church as symbolic
liturgical celebrations (with the correct
understanding of the meaning of
a symbol). This quotation from the
Vatican Office of Liturgical Celebrations
of the Supreme Pontiff touches on the
use of symbols in liturgical prayer:
Recognizing that “human nature is
such that it does not come easily to
meditation of divine things without
external devices”, the Church “uses
lights, incense, vestments and many
other elements transmitted by the
Apostolic teaching and tradition,
which put in evidence the majesty
of such a great Sacrifice [the Holy
Mass], and the minds of the faithful
are attracted by these visible
signs of religion and piety, to the
contemplation of lofty things, which
are hidden in this Sacrifice” (Council
of Trent, Session XXII, 1562, Doctrina
de ss. Missae Sacrificio, c. 5, DS 1746).
Symbols are useful to us because they
are things we can see that help us to
understand hidden realities – especially
the Mysteries of our Faith and the things
of Heaven toward which we are moving.
So, how does ad orientem celebration of
the Mass play into the symbolism of the
Mass? There are many ways that it helps
the symbolic expression of the Mass and
reminds us of the realities contained in
the Mass and their purpose.
First, the priest facing the same
direction as the congregation better
expresses the role of the priest in the
Sacrifice of the Mass. While the priest
is the one ordained to specifically offer
the sacrifice of the Mass, he is ordained
to do so on behalf of the people who
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have assembled for Mass. Facing the
same direction demonstrates that he is
in communion with the congregation
in worship and adoration of God,
chosen – unworthily – to act in the
person of Christ as a bridge between
God and humanity. The gesture is not
meant to separate the priest from the
congregation, but rather to express his
unity with them in prayer to Almighty
God, to whom they all owe adoration as
his fallen and redeemed creatures.
Secondly, worshipping “to the
East” expresses what is called the
eschatological nature of the Mass.
Eschatology means “concerned with the
final events in the history of the world
or of humankind” (Merriam-Webster
Dictionary), and the eschatological
nature of the Mass is that we celebrate
constantly waiting for the Lord to
return at the end of time. Think here
of the Memorial Acclamation where
we say “We proclaim your Death, O
Lord, and profess your Resurrection,
until you come again.” Early Christians
saw this expressed in the fact that
everyone faced East, the direction of
the rising sun, as they waited for the
dawn of the New Creation at the end of
history – which is when Christ returns
again. Thousands of years later, we still
await the dawn of the next life, which
is symbolized in the priest and people
expectantly waiting in prayer facing
the direction of the rising sun.
My hope is that these reasons
highlighted above help to explain why
this orientation of the priest can be
beneficial to us in our participation in
the Sacrifice of the Mass.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY

OUR LADY OF HOPE CLINIC IS EXPANDING
TO SERVE MORE PATIENTS
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

Our Lady of Hope Clinic (OLHC) is a
Direct Primary Care medical clinic
in Madison. The Direct Primary Care
model means that a patient pays a flat
monthly fee for direct, personal care
from their “personal physician.” No
insurance, no co-pay, no deductible
is associated with this model. The
membership fee simply pays for the care
the patient needs from their licensed
primary care physician. OLHC and its
staff uphold the Catholic tradition of
healthcare and pro-life values.
A great benefit of the direct primary care
model is that it allows the clinic to provide
free medical care for the poor. Since the
clinic opened over 13 years ago they have
seen over 10,000 uninsured patients and
over 1,200 of these visits in the last year.
However, over the last year the number
of people being turned away has been
steadily rising. A major reason for this is
their current facilities. The current clinic
space of 1300 sq/ft is too small to handle
the growing patient needs and allow the
clinic to operate efficiently. There are
only two exam rooms and one procedure
room. The waiting room is too small
and lacks the layout needed for the intake procedures. There are no attached

offices for the clinic administrative staff,
additional physicians or volunteers. And,
the landlord informed them that the
building might soon be torn down to
make room for new construction.
But God is good. While the Board of the
Clinic was putting together plans to build
with the cost of millions of dollars, a
former podiatry clinic at 6255 University
Avenue in Middleton became available.
This new space has over 4000 sq/ft of
clinic space. It already has four exam
rooms, a procedure room, an imaging
room, a specialty care room, a pharmacy,
a lab space, an expanded waiting room,
and connected offices for all staff and
volunteers. So instead of paying millions
to build, OLHC has begun a capital
campaign to raise $200,000 to facilitate
the move to the new clinic.
If you would like to support this
campaign, please visit their website at
www.ourladyofhopeclinic.org/support
or call Blaine at 920-296-2185. SMG will
also be supporting the clinic through
the Outreach Funds.
For information about becoming a
patient-member of OLHC, please visit
www.ourladyofhopeclinic.org.

QUEEN OF AMERICAS
MISSION
The seasonal workers have
returned to the Queen of
Americas Mission in Cambria,
WI. The number of attendees at
the Mass on Sunday evenings
is back to pre-pandemic levels.
In addition, many of the
workers come to the Mission on
Wednesdays to pray the rosary
and other prayers.
Last year, a Holy Hour with
Exposition and Adoration was
offered on Wednesday evening
and that was greatly appreciated.
This year, the Hispanic Ministry
team from St. John the Baptist in
Waunakee is helping with some
of the Wednesday evening prayer
times. They are also providing the
community with some additional
faith formation opportunities.

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY WITH KNIGHTS BREAKFAST
By Nathan Seiler, SMG Knights of Columbus Deputy Grand Knight

Is there anything more delightful than
the smell of fresh pancakes, eggs, and
sausage floating down the halls of SMG
on a Sunday morning? (No, no there isn’t.)
Well, that heavenly scent is exactly what
we all experienced after morning Masses
on July 10. The Knights of Columbus
worked hard all morning to prepare food
for 300 parishioners, and our first pancake
breakfast was a smashing success.
www.stmariagoretti.org
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With your generous support, we were able
to raise more than $2,700 for Babies and
Beyond of WI, formerly the Pregnancy
Helpline. We want to say thank you
to everyone who volunteered and for
everyone who came to try the delicious
meal we prepared. If reading this made
you hungry again, you’re in luck!
We have another pancake breakfast
scheduled for September 11.
Gatherings - Fall 2022

MUSIC MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY UPDATES
MEET ALIVIA - ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC FOR
MUSIC EDUCATION
Alivia Schmidt-Sanders began her
new role as the Assistant Director
of Music for Music Education at
St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church
and School in August of 2022. In
this position, she teaches in the Music Education program at
the school and in the Musical Journeys program at the parish.

MUSIC MINISTRY OFFERS NEW
PROGRAMMING - MUSICAL JOURNEYS
Musical Journeys is a music education and literacy
program for adults. Students will receive a musical
education that will enhance their knowledge and ability
to read music at a beginner to intermediate level.

She spent her childhood in Onalaska, Wisconsin and kindled
her passion for music education at Viterbo University in
La Crosse, Wisconsin. In her four years at Viterbo, Alivia
pursued and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Music
Education as well as Spanish Education.

This program has been specifically designed to assist
individuals in their ability to fully, actively, and
consciously participate in liturgy. Utilizing familiar
hymnody and workbook activities, students will
graduate each level of this program feeling enabled and
prepared to simply pick up a hymnal and sing any hymn
at first sight! This class would also be a perfect fit for
those who seek membership in a choral ensemble!

After completing her degree, Alivia decided she wanted to pursue
her faith and give a year of her life to the service of God. She
enrolled in the Mercy Volunteer Corps and spent a year working
at St. Peter’s School, a K-8 Catholic School in the Mission District
of San Francisco. As a volunteer, she started her own choir, led
music at weekly school Masses, was the 7th grade homeroom
teacher, and aided school administration. She is incredibly
grateful for all that she learned during her year of service.

Schedule of Classes
Semester 1: September 12 - December 15, 2022
Semester 2: January 9- April 21, 2023

During her time in San Francisco, Alivia was an active member
in her parish by participating in the Young Adult Community
and singing at Mass. She joined RCIA last fall and feels so
blessed to have converted to Catholicism this past Easter.

Times of Classes - Both day and night class options are
available. Participants may select one class to attend.
Night Class: Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Day Class: Thursdays, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

In her spare time, Alivia enjoys engaging her creativity and
exploring nature. She is incredibly excited to meet the St. Maria
Goretti families and their students.

For more information regarding registration and tuition,
please visit the Music Ministries page on our website.

MUSIC MINISTRY LEADS NEW
SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM
The SMG Music Ministry is delighted
to offer an array of opportunities
for our students. From private voice
and piano instruction, semi-private
and group band instruction, musical
literacy classes, unique performance
opportunities, and so much more, the
Music Education Program is committed
to the musical and artistic development
of each and every child!

Gatherings - Fall 2022
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Should you be interested in supporting
our music education program by
providing funding for student
participation in private lessons,
student participation in regional and
state level music competitions, music
related field trips or more, please contact
Director of Music Marco Melendez at
music@stmariagoretti.org.
To learn more about our Music Education
Program, please visit our website.

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

PARISH LIFE

YOUNG ADULTS - BEYOND
THE NUMBERS
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

As an engineer, I gravitate to the
quantifiable elements of coordinating the
SMG Young Adults group (for those in
their 20s and 30s) – how many attendees
can we expect at a particular event, how
many small group Bible studies do we
need, how many folks we have on the
email list and what our weekly email
open rate is, etc. There are practical
reasons for this – we need to know
how much food to provide, the number
of small groups to facilitate the best
discussion, and how to communicate
most effectively. But our God is not a God
of numbers or calculations. He is a God
of Love, unconditional love for each of
His unique creations at all stages of their
lives. As Christ illustrates in the Parable
of the Lost Sheep, He cares deeply about
every one of us, especially those who go
astray – as we all do at some point!
We hear a lot about the numbers related
to the successes of Jesus’s ministry and of
the early Church and even the divinelyassisted fishing success of the Apostles,
with the quantities of those fed and
baptized stretching into the thousands
and the number of fish caught being
enough to nearly burst the nets. So
numbers aren’t bad – it’s just that they’re

DID YOU KNOW...
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

LBH MISSIONARIES SERVE
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
High school and middle school
students from across the diocese of
Madison spend one week during the
summer serving our local community
through a mission trip called Love
Begins Here (LBH).

www.stmariagoretti.org

not enough.
It’s easy to
say “we had 31
people attend
Dr. John Joy’s
lecture on
Modernism”
The Young Adults hosted an outing to Devil’s Lake in July.
or “Claire’s
women’s group
has grown to 8 regular members” – it’s a
My takeaway after reflecting on that
lot harder to ascertain how a talk touched
experience is this: continue to offer
someone’s heart or helped them realize
opportunities for growth in fellowship
their vocation, or how the heartfelt
and devotion to Christ, and pray that
prayers of young women were answered
the Holy Spirit works through them. At
by their Heavenly Father.
our recent outing to Devil’s Lake State
Park, the weather was looking iffy but we
The intangible and unquantifiable
had an awesome time and an incredible
elements of our faith abound, but I want
turnout of more than 40 people. What
to zero in on one recent moment. I was
fruit will come from a bunch of young
with my grandmother when she died in
adults praying and hiking and talking
New England early on the morning of
and eating together? God only knows. In
Holy Thursday in 2021. I ended up flying
the meantime, I continue to pray for the
back into Madison late that night. Before
Young Adults group and our parish to be
driving to my house, after an exhausting
guided by the Holy Spirit to do God’s will
and emotional few days, I stopped by
in the time and place we have been given.
SMG to spend some time before the Altar
of Repose. I don’t remember much about
that time beyond the quiet, the beauty,
the candlelight, and an overwhelming
sense of peace. Moments like this cannot
be quantified, they cannot be predicted,
they cannot be analyzed in Excel (much
to my chagrin).

Watch out for some of the activities we
will have in the next few months: a game
night, a bonfire, a fall fun day, and more!
Find us on Facebook at St. Maria Goretti
Young Adults or on our website to stay
in the loop.

I want to share the experience I had
with LBH and to express my thanks to
the wonderful group of missionaries
who came to our home in June.

to have their help. I was very glad to
have everything cleaned up and I think
the students were too.

They arrived promptly at 1 p.m. and
ready to work. They worked for more
than three hours trimming trees,
bushes, and weeds. They loaded
everything into baskets and barrels
ready for the dump the next day.
I was happy to meet the students and
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENTS

DATE

TIME

Cor ad Cor

Fri, Sept 2

7 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast

Sun, Sept 11

8 - 11 a.m.

CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION
Our new program model balances Sunday community events and
Wednesday formational nights so that there are opportunities for
all members of the parish to both socialize and dive deeper into
our Catholic Faith.

Vatican II: Truths
of the Novus Ordo

Sat, Sept, 24

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Community Lunch

Sun, Oct 16

12 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive

Sat, Nov 12

8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

SVdP Blanket Bee

Sat, Nov 19

9 - 11 a.m.

1

Sundays

Wednesdays

Community Nights

Catechism Formation
+ Family Catechesis
First Wednesday of the Month
5:30 - 7 p.m.

2

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more
event details, volunteer signups, and other upcoming events,
as well as our current Mass and liturgical schedule.

3

Catholic Topics
Second Wednesday of the Month
5:30 - 7 p.m.
Community Lunch
Third Sunday of the Month
After the 11 a.m. Mass

Sacramental Formation
+ First Holy Communion
+ Confirmation
Third Wednesday of the Month
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Middle School
Youth Group
Meets Every
Wednesday
5:30 - 7 p.m.
High School
Youth Group
Meets Every
Wednesday
7:30 - 9 p.m.

4

For more information about our faith formation programming, please
visit the Formation Overview page at www.stmariagoretti.org

