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GATHERINGS
Parishioners gathered around outside waiting for the Easter Vigil to start. During this Mass,
the silence is broken as the Church celebrates Christ’s glorious Resurrection!
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PROFESSING THE CATHOLIC FAITH
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, Director of RCIA

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth? I do.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried, rose from the
dead, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father? I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and life everlasting? I do.
These questions are asked publicly of
us every year at the Easter Vigil and

on Easter Sunday. Believing in the
Resurrection of Christ from the dead is
the basis of baptism and our Christian
faith. It is also the foundation on which
the apostles built the Church. Each
year on Easter the Church is renewed
as every parish throughout the world
renews their baptismal promises.
These questions are also asked of
those who are about to be baptized, for
every baptism is the gift of salvation
that comes through the death and
resurrection of Christ.
RCIA continued on page 4
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Check out the new
Carefree Years events
on page 7

Learn about Faith
Formation at SMG
on page 8

Discover our school’s
Outdoor Classroom
on page 11

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

“The Lord has indeed risen, alleluia! Glory and kingship be his for
ever and ever!” (Entrance Antiphon for Easter Sunday) Jesus, the
crucified one, has now been raised from the dead. He is risen. Utter defeat has
been transformed into irreversible victory. Life has eternal meaning for this reason.
Let us rejoice! And there is much to rejoice about.
A huge thank you to our
volunteers for helping us get
the last issue of Gatherings
ready to mail.

The high feast days of the Sacred Triduum drew all of us closer to the Paschal
Mystery. We rejoice in welcoming nine new members into the fullness of the
faith and continue to pray for them as they encounter ever more fully the sacred
mysteries. With the resurrection, it brings about a, sort of, sacramental season.
We congratulate all of our First Communicants and our Confirmation candidates,
along with the newly married couples.
We come to the conclusion of another school year with many of the traditions
returning or continuing. On the feast of the Annunciation, the school prayed a
living rosary and consecrated Russia and Ukraine to the Blessed Virgin Mary with
the universal church. The students returned to spring field trips with visits to a
farm, a seminary, Wisconsin Dells, a zoo, and Cave of the Mounds. It was a joyous
event to welcome back Grandparents Day and Community Circle.

Fr. Enan led the Stations of the
Cross for our Families with
Young Children group during
their Lenten Event.

Thanks to all the volunteers
who helped during the Spring
Clean Up Day in May.

As you read through this issue of Gatherings, there are many new opportunities
for Faith Formation as they set a vision for this next fall. The Knights of Columbus
have kicked off their new SMG council with a number of successes including
hosting a Lenten Fish Fry. The Easter Egg Hunt has returned after many years.
Carefree Years, Families with Young Children, and Young Adults groups have all
become more active. I welcome, invite, and encourage your involvement in our
parish life groups and activities.
One particular event I want to draw your attention to is our Corpus Christi
Procession, weather permitting, on Sunday, June 19. Following the 9 a.m. Mass, we
will process around the city block. A Eucharistic procession is an act of imitation.
As we make the simple walk, we imitate our Lord who walked from town to town
preaching the Gospel. Our procession is also an act of evangelization – a way of
inviting others to Faith. How strange we will likely appear to those who see us
processing, carrying, enshrined in gold, what looks to the world as a piece of bread.
The procession is also a reminder to us. That’s what we’re supposed to do every day.
Being visible signs of the goodness of our Eucharistic Lord. I invite everyone
to attend!
Why do we do all these things? For the greater glory of God.
God bless,

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking
for more images to post on social media,
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.

Fr. Scott Emerson
Pastor

Please email your photos to Kristin at
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the
chance for your photo to appear online or
in our print materials.
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SCHOOL NEWS

LIVING IN FAITH
By Bob Schell, Principal

RENEWING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
In previous Gatherings, we explored the
five marks from The Holy See’s Teaching on
Catholic Schools and the implications they
present for SMG Catholic School. As our
2021-2022 school year comes to a close,
we reflect on our “glows and grows” in
hopes of gearing up for a fun and Christcentered 2022-2023 school year.
This summer our staff members are excited
to dive into a book study using Renewing
Catholic Schools: How to Regain a Catholic
Vision in a Secular Age from the Institute for
Catholic Liberal Education (ICLE).
The book
begins with an
introduction from
R. Jared Staudt,
Ph.D., Associate
Superintendent
for Mission
and Formation,
Archdiocese
of Denver and
Visiting Associate Professor, Augustine
Institute, who presents the Challenges and
Opportunities for Catholic Education.
Dr. Staudt shares that while Catholic
schools in the 1960s were home to 2.5
million elementary students, 700,000
secondary students, and 200,000
university students, over 76 percent of
Catholic elementary schools closed their

doors between
1964 and 1984.
This coincides
with a sharp
decline in Mass attendance, shrinking
numbers of priests and religious, and
concerns about the teaching of doctrine
in catechesis.
“Catholic schools no longer served as a
place of refuge from a secular culture,
as decades following the Second Vatican
Council initiated an experiment in
increased openness to the world and
the adoption of secular models in
Catholic education. Catholic identity and
traditional pedagogy were sidelined for
more utilitarian goals of academic success
and career preparation, with a precipitous
decline in enrollment following.”
(Renewing Catholic Schools: How to Regain a
Catholic Vision in a Secular Age, page 5)
Staudt asks, “How can we stem the tide
of decreasing enrollment and school
closures, as well as face the competition
from charter schools? Can we sustain
schools financially? How do we help our
students to navigate new challenges in a
secular culture…”
He and the other co-authors respond to
these practical concerns with a vision for
renewal. They suggest beginning with
recognizing the need for change and
strengthening the school’s Catholic identity.

MAY CROWNING
On the first Friday in May, the St.
Maria Goretti 8th graders continued a
beautiful tradition of honoring Mary
with a special Mass to crown her with
flowers. While Mary, the Mother of God,
is revered and celebrated all year long,
May is a special month to celebrate the
“Queen of Heaven.”

www.stmariagoretti.org
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Our school staff recognize this need for
change and will rely on the Church in
her wisdom to guide us. What’s more,
we find examples of how hundreds of
schools have strengthened their Catholic
identity in recent years.
One example of our efforts to increase
our Catholic identity at SMG Catholic
School is helping students grow in virtue
through the Nashville Dominicans’
Virtues in Practice, which is a program
for children in grades pre-kindergarten
through eight to grow closer to Jesus by
imitating His life and virtues. It is set up
in such a way that a whole school studies
the same virtue each month, to provide a
whole-school (and at home, whole-family)
focus. The program covers 27 virtues over
a three-year cycle, with 81 saints held up
as models of the virtues.
In our ongoing search for truth,
goodness, and beauty, our SMG Catholic
School community is energized and
excited to embark on this path for
renewal… for the greater glory of God!
To read previous articles, visit SMG’s Blog at
stmariagoretti.org/blog

Two students from each grade processed
into church carrying a flower and placed
it by Mary. Following the homily, the 8th
grade girls presented flowers to Mary,
while several boys led us in the Litany of
Loretto. It was a beautiful celebration of
our devotion to Mary and we pray that
our students will continue to grow in
love for our Blessed Mother.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

Rest in Peace
+
Mae Steffen

February 7, 2022

Virginia Herale
March 31, 2022
John Sullivan
April 21, 2022
Catherine Ann Maher
April 23, 2022
+
Eternal rest grant unto them
O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.
May these souls, and all the
souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

RCIA continued from page 1

This year at the Easter Vigil three
youth professed these promises of
belief and then Fr. Scott baptized them
as he said, “I baptize you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.”
Also at the Easter Vigil joining with us
in the renewal of baptismal promises
were adults who had been baptized
previously in a different Christian
denomination. They were in the RCIA
process all year preparing to become
Catholic. On this night they professed
their faith in the Catholic Church.
Fr. Scott received them into the
Catholic Church with the words from
the rite: “The Lord receives you into the
Catholic Church. His loving kindness
has led you here, so that in the unity
of the Holy Spirit you may have full
communion with us in the faith that
you have professed in the presence of
his family.”
In addition to the baptisms and the
reception into the Catholic faith on
this night, the other sacraments of
initiation (namely Confirmation
and the Eucharist) were received

by the youth and all the adults who
had participated in RCIA this past
year. For those who are of the age of
reason, when they are baptized at the
Vigil, they are just like the adults who
complete all their initiation sacraments
in the same liturgy.
Thus, on the night of the Easter
Vigil, new members professed their
faith in Christ and were added to the
membership of the Catholic Church.
We rejoice in these newly initiated
members among us. As we witness
their profession of faith, we are
renewed and strengthened in the gift
of faith. The profession of faith is a part
of the new life given each year as the
Church celebrates the Resurrection of
Christ from the tomb. Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

I baptize you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFIRMATION
St. Maria Goretti was blessed to have over 30 students
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 7. Bishop
Hying presided over the celebration.
As a part of preparation, each student wrote a Letter of
Intent directly to Bishop requesting to be confirmed.
During Bishop’s homily, he mentioned that many of the
letters contained reflections on how each of the students
experienced some degree of transformation in their
faith throughout their preparation.
What a gift it is to see these vibrant young people receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation! Let us all continue to
pray for these students, that they might continue to
grow in relationship with the Lord!
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OUTREACH MINISTRY

BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOR
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

The purpose of the Outreach Ministries
is to provide opportunities for the
parishioners of St. Maria Goretti to
help out neighbors in need. Many of the
ministries serve individuals throughout
the Madison area but there are a
number of them that are specifically
focused on helping those in need in the
neighborhood of SMG. Check them
out below.
SMG St. Vincent de Paul Conference
The SMG St. Vincent de Paul Conference
is made up of parishioners who are
members of the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul. While the Society serves people
worldwide, most of the efforts of each
conference is within the neighborhood
of the parish. Much of their ministry is
involved in what is called “home visits.”
When a neighbor-in-need asks for help
from the Society they are assigned to the
conference in their neighborhood and
then two members of the conference
will visit the individual in their home
making a neighbor-to-neighbor
connection. The conference members
provide vouchers for furniture,
household goods, and clothing from the
SVDP stores. They bring bags of paper
goods, personal essentials, and food
for the family along with a tie-blanket
made at the SMG Blanket Bee. If there
are children in the family, they will

www.stmariagoretti.org

bring some age-appropriate books and
toys. The SMG Conference also sponsors
the School Supplies Drive that is used
to stock the “supplies closets” in the
neighborhood schools.

facilities close at 8 p.m. The snack packs
provide tasty and nutritious food to hold
the kids over until supper. SMG provides
the snack packs for the second week of
the month.

Keeping Neighbors Connected (KNC)

Essentials Pantry at JFF

Keeping Neighbors Connected (KNC)
is a partnership among SMG, Good
Shepherd Lutheran, Orchard Ridge
UCC, Joining Forces for Families (JFF)
and the area’s schools to help families
with children stay in their homes and
continue to attend the same school.
The program is administered by JFF
with the school social workers referring
families to the program. JFF will use
money donated by the churches along
with other funds to help pay rent or a
utility bill when a family has hit a rough
patch due to an illness or some other
extraordinary circumstance. KNC has
helped about 15 families per year.

The Essentials Pantry at JFF, in the new
building next to the bank on Raymond
Road, provides personal essentials
such as soap, toothpaste, paper goods,
and laundry detergent along with
diapers, formula, and baby care items
to families in need. These items cannot
be purchased with SNAP (formerly Food
Stamps) and can be very expensive
for families. SMG and Good Shepherd
Lutheran collect donations of these
items and volunteers stock the
pantry weekly.

Meadowood Snack Packs
The Meadowood Snack Packs are
bagged lunches that are given to
children who use the Meadowood
Neighborhood Center and the
Meadowridge Library. Many families in
the neighborhood cannot afford afterschool child care so the kids go to the
Neighborhood Center or the Library
waiting for their parents to return from
work. Some children are there until the
5

Helping Those in Need
In addition to these ministries, SMG
directly helps those in need in our
neighborhood through donations to
the Clothes Closet at Good Shepherd
Lutheran and our annual Giving Tree.
If you would like more information
about these or any of the other Outreach
Ministries, please visit the Outreach
Ministries page on our website or
contact Deacon Dick Martin at dick.
martin@stmariagoretti.org.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
ERICIA FREITAS
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

FISH FRY SUCCESS
After a hiatus, the newly-formed
Knights of Columbus Council at
SMG stepped up to organize and
host a Lenten Fish Fry in April.
The group served a delicious
fish fry dinner – buffet style and
carry out – to far more people
than predicted!
To learn more about the group
or to get involved, please see the
Knights of Columbus page on
our website.

I have two children, a son
(9) and daughter (5). I’m
originally from Sao Paulo,
Brazil. Around 3 years ago, my
family moved to Untied States
for my husband’s job. I’m taking
English classes at MATC part-time, so
I have time to volunteer on Mondays
and Wednesdays at SMG. Some of my
hobbies are biking, watching movies,
and making food with my family.
How did you get involved with SMG?
I started volunteering when I was in
Brazil, through a group at our church.
We helped to feed the homeless. When
I came here, I wanted to continue to
help within the church. I reached out
to Melissa, the Religious Education
Coordinator, and she told me about
a few volunteer opportunities. From
there, I decided to work with the
facilities and maintenance team and

I began to help clean the church
and the kitchen every week.
What is your favorite part
about the SMG community?
I really enjoy attending Mass
at SMG. The priests give
wonderful messages in their
homilies.
What is the most rewarding thing
about volunteering?
I like working in the church because
I see people come in and pray.
Volunteering is also my way to express
my gratefulness to God.
What is your favorite memory from
your volunteer experience?
Once, while I was cleaning the church,
there was a man that came in to pray.
He looked very sad and was praying
deeply. I knew I should pray for him.
I felt like God was working through me
in that moment.

GRANDPARENTS & GRANDFRIENDS DAY
April 22 was a dreary day outside. However, inside, the
St. Maria Goretti Catholic School building glowed from
the love of more than 225 grandparents and grandfriends
who joined us for Mass and morning events, which is
called Grandparents & Grandfriends Day.
The day started with a greeting from our Cardinal
Ambassadors. Students met their grandparents in their
youngest siblings’ classroom and walked up to church
to celebrate Mass sitting together. After Mass, our
grandparents enjoyed a snack and a tour of the school
with their students.
We closed the morning with a Community Circle which
included prayers for grandparents written by the Cardinal
Ambassadors, songs by the kindergarten through 2nd
grade classes, a presentation about the “GRAND”ness of
grandparents by the 3rd through 7th grade classes, and a
sweet blessing song over our beloved visitors.
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JOIN THE CAREFREE YEARS
By Patricia Frazak and Pat Ripley, Carefree Years Volunteers

HISTORY OF CAREFREE YEARS
The Carefree Years Club was launched
as one facet of St. Maria Goretti’s
Parish Life Commission sometime in
the 1960s-1970s. The only membership
requirements are that you be at least 55
years old and a member of the parish.
According to one of the club’s early
leaders, Ray Stalowski, “activities are
limited only by our imagination and
budget.” Fellowship, fun, and food are
a primary focus. Over the years the
club evolved to offer a blend of social,
recreational, educational, and spiritual
activities. Examples of past activities
included:
• Mass at SMG followed by breakfast
at a local restaurant
• Mini-retreats led by parish staff
• Potluck dinner, pizza party, and a
luncheon in the Parish Hall
• Luncheon with the Prime Timers,
the senior group at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
• Wine & cheese tasting
• Game day events (e.g., board and
card games; bingo)
• Presentations by parishioners on
trips they made to the Holy Land &
Medugorje
• Pilgrimages to Holy Hill Basilica
• Tours of the Epic campus, Camp
Randall Stadium, Olbrich Botanical
Gardens, and museums
• Musical and theatrical
performances at various locations
Prior to 2019, leadership of the Carefree
Years group was provided by 10-12
board members. They met twice a year
to plan activities suggested by group
members and to share responsibilities
for planning and implementing the
activities. Beginning in late 2019 and
www.stmariagoretti.org

through
April 2022,
leadership was
provided by
two co-chairs.
Membership
dues ranged
from $5-7
annually and
Carefree Years members enjoyed social time during the
were used to
monthly Morning Mass & Muffins event in May.
cover costs
associated with the purchase of food,
beverages, paper goods, and door prizes
for events held at SMG. Members paid
additionally for the cost of tickets,
transportation, meals at restaurants, etc.

CAREFREE YEARS TODAY
As Carefree Years gets a reboot, following
the pandemic, the plan is to have some
regularly scheduled events along with
some annual or one-time activities, like
there have been in the past.
A survey has been created to determine
interest in specific events and to elicit
additional options. Paper copies of this
survey are available at the parish office.
The formula for success of a group like
the Carefree Years includes wanting to
meet and enjoy time with parishioners,
having fun while learning and
participating in activities together,
and working together to plan and
implement those activities.
The goal is to create an ongoing
experience to foster fellowship, social
interaction, and spiritual growth within
our faith community. So, if you are at
least 55 years old, we invite you to join
the Carefree Years and get involved!
For more information, please visit the
Carefree Years page on our website or
contact the parish office.
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UPCOMING CAREFREE
YEARS EVENTS
Morning Mass & Muffins
(Monthly)
Fridays, June 10, July 8,
and August 19
Following the 8 a.m. Mass
All parish members 55+ are invited to
join us in the Parish Hall, following
the 8 a.m. Mass for social time and to
enjoy a muffin, coffee, and juice.
Games & Social
Tuesday, June 21
1 - 3 p.m.
Join us in the Parish Hall for games
and social time. Light snacks – pretzels,
M&Ms, water and lemonade – will
be available. Feel free to bring your
favorite snack to share. You might also
like to attend Adoration beforehand
or participate in the Divine Mercy
Chaplet at 3 p.m. in the Church.
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FAITH FORMATION
FOR ALL AGES AT SMG
By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

In the last two academic years, St.
Maria Goretti has adopted a familybased model for our Faith Formation
program. We’ve been using Sophia
Institute Press’s “Family of Faith”
Program, which uses a four-year cycle
of class materials: The Creed, The
Sacraments, Morality, and Prayer. Last
year, we walked through the materials
on the Creed, and we spent this year
studying the Sacraments.
In contrast to other programs, this
family-based approach places more
emphasis on the parents’ role in the
religious education of their children.
What does this look like exactly?
Instead of only the students coming
to the parish for religious education,
both parents and students alike attend
classes each month and participate in
class material directed specifically at
their age level and ability.
The intention, then, is for the parents
to take what they have learned in
their session and extend the religious
learning and formation into the rest
of the month – whether that is during
a set time for “religion study” or in
more informal times of conversation
like a car ride. Many parents have
said that the adjustment to this new
structure has not been easy for them,
and that is understandable since it is
something extremely different from
other structures of religious formation.
At the same time, we have also heard
many great stories and highlights
about the ways that this approach
has led to good familial conversations
about the faith in the home.
For me, this past year has been an
extremely enjoyable experience because
I have had the opportunity to meet

Gatherings - Summer 2022

monthly with
the parents and teach their classes on
the Sacraments. Over the year a nice
community formed amid the classes
we had, which led to good discussions,
insightful questions, and the occasional
shuffle through the Catechism to look
for answers. I personally enjoy teaching,
and the monthly parent sessions were
a highlight of this past year. I am very
grateful to everyone who participated in
Faith Formation this year.

FUTURE GROWTH
Looking ahead to next year, we are
hoping to grow and expand the Faith
Formation community and program
here at St. Maria Goretti. Melissa
Coleman, Melinda Minton, and I have
drawn up a plan for the next academic
year that aims at fostering community
and encouraging continuing formation
for all age groups.
The primary way that we hope to grow
is by opening the Faith Formation
to anyone who is interested in
participating. Whether it is an entire
family, a single person, a group of
high school or middle school friends,
or someone who is new to town, we
plan to offer something for everyone
regardless of age or knowledge of the
Catholic Faith.
In addition to formation and learning
opportunities for all, we also plan
to recapture Sunday as a time and
place for familial and community
events. These Sunday opportunities
will be aimed much less at classroom
or discussion-based learning, and
more on simply enjoying each
other’s company with such things
as community meals, open gyms,
game nights, movie screenings, etc.
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Through these two types of events,
both the community social events
and more intentional formation,
we hope to foster opportunities for
more intentional community and for
continued learning and formation
in the Catholic faith. More detailed
information will be coming soon, so
keep an eye out for advertisements and
announcements.

ASSISTANCE NEEDED
I think it is obvious that we have
high hopes for the future, especially
through some of these community and
formational events that we plan to offer
in the upcoming months. However, we
will need significant help to make these
things happen and to make sure they
continue to happen.
If you are willing and able to assist
us, please let us know. Whether it is
by volunteering to lead and assist in a
teaching/catechist role, or organizing
and hosting social events on Sundays,
we would greatly appreciate anything
and everything you have to offer. We
are confident that these are good
and worthwhile adjustments for our
community life and faith formation
here at St. Maria Goretti, but as with
anything, we cannot make it all happen
on our own.
We are never finished in our growth
as Christian disciples and members of
the Church. Through these offerings of
community and communal learning,
we hope to offer as much assistance in
Discipleship and the Christian life as
we can to everyone here at St. Maria
Goretti. May our love and hunger for
Christ never run dry, and our curiosity
toward the Faith never end.

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

FAITH FORMATION

RED CROSS
RECOGNITION
SMG received a Red Cross
Certificate of Recognition
for the three blood drives we held in
2021 and for the 103 total units of blood
collected – very impressive!
The next SMG Blood Drive will be
on Saturday, June 18, from 8 a.m. to
12 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

SACRAMENTAL PREP
This spring, 51 Communicants joyfully received Jesus in Holy Communion.

Fr. Enan shared religious items used
during Mass with our second graders
preparing for their First Communion.
The students were very engaged and
asked lots of fantastic questions!

BOOK CLUB
We are excited to once again offer book club this
summer!
Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold, a novel by C.S. Lewis,
published in 1956, retells the ancient myth of Cupid and
Psyche. It was Lewis’s last fictional work.
Books will be available in the church corridor after
weekend Masses, while supplies last. Suggested
donation $15.
Discussions will be held in the Parish Hall, from 6 -7 p.m.

YOUTH CHORISTERS

• Wednesday, June 29

Members of the SMG Youth Chorister
Training Program had a great time
on their Spring Retreat in April. In
between rehearsals and music theory
lessons, they enjoyed some much
needed time off at Vitense Golfland!

• Wednesday, July 13
• Wednesday, July 27
• Wednesday, August 10

www.stmariagoretti.org
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YOUNG ADULTS - FRIDAY NIGHTS WITH JESUS
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

What do you think members of the Young
Adults group, for parishioners in their 20s
and 30s, get up to on Friday nights? While
I can’t speak for everyone, I am happy to
report that a crowd of 40 or more of us
gather on the first Friday of each month
at 7 p.m. for Adoration in reparation to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus (followed by a social
in the rectory backyard).
This special time was named “Cor ad Cor”
by the Young Adult leadership and Fr. Bill
Van Wagner, but the name traces back to
a phrase of Saint Frances de Sales, “Cor ad
cor loquitur” - “heart speaks to heart.” This
was adopted by Saint John Henry Cardinal
Newman as his episcopal motto (Bishop
Hying’s is “Caritas Numquam Excidit”, or
“love never fails”). Heart speaks to heart what a fitting name for this time spent in
quiet reflection before Christ!
While Cor ad Cor is our flagship monthly
event, the Young Adults group aims to host

at least one social event each month, along
with opportunities for spiritual growth
and community service. In recent months
this has included a combined trivia
showdown and bread bake-off, sorting
clothes at the Pregnancy Helpline, and a
spring social with grilled food and games.
One of the most surprisingly successful
events was on a Friday night in March
when around 15 young adults gathered to
discuss Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical on Saint
Joseph, Quamquam Pluries. There wasn’t
even a social afterward – just reading and
discussing a 133-year-old document!
What draws the young adults of the
parish to Adoration or encyclical
discussions on Friday nights?
Before attempting to answer, I encourage
you to come and experience Cor ad Cor
yourself, where Adoration is open to all.
And if you’re in your 20s or 30s, or know
someone who is, come on out to grow

in faith during this prayer time and in
fellowship at the bonfire social afterwards.
I’ll tell you why I find myself spending my
Friday nights at the parish – brokenness
and community. In the face of my own
failings and a world that keeps getting more
“mad” in every sense of the word, what
better balm can there be than time spent
before the Eucharist? And having spent
this time meditating on brokenness both
individual and communal, what can better
begin to knit the world’s wounds back
together than Christ-centered friendships
forged around a shared fire? By learning
together about such great witnesses to selfsacrificial love as Saint Joseph, we can also
begin to turn back the tide of selfishness
that dominates our day and age.
Young adults, like me, spend our Friday
nights with Jesus because, as Saint Peter
put it best, “To whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life.”

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
We had a great turnout at the Families with Young
Children Kick-Off Event in February. Children had fun
making a Mardi Gras mask and parents enjoyed getting
to know one another. For upcoming events, please see the
Families with Young Children page on our website.
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MAINTENANCE MUSINGS
By Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance

HOLY HUMDRUM
St. Maria Goretti has a beautiful
campus that is full of plants, flowers,
trees, and shrubs. All of this life
requires pruning and weeding. These
activities are tedious, but they give
me an opportunity to pray and think
of ideas for this column.
I started to think about all the
tedious tasks in the normal
humdrum of life: loading and
unloading the dishwasher, taking out
the trash and recycling, picking up
groceries, vacuuming, and mowing
the lawn. I have done all of these
things hundreds, if not thousands,
of times. They all are important, take
time, and little brain power. Often I

DID YOU KNOW?
By Ann Martinelli and Dave Ross

OUR SCHOOL’S OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM
St. Maria Goretti Catholic School
has a classroom you might not know
about. It’s a little red shed, located
outside the school side door on the
grassy area next to the gym and
playground.
The idea and plan for this learning
shed was formulated by Carly Ziegler,
the Middle School Science Teacher at
the time. Carly gathered information
from other teachers and worked
with her family company to design
the outdoor classroom that was
convenient to use and blended well
with our environment.

www.stmariagoretti.org

view these
things as
items I just have to get through.
Perhaps, I am missing a very
important part of my day by seeing
these things as obstacles. Maybe
these activities are the perfect segue
into a conversation with God.
I believe that these moments that
seem to hold just another boring
task – are precisely the activities that
make saints! These activities offer
perfect building blocks to heaven
by growing closer to God. Often I
perceive them as a different type of
block – an obstacle, one that cannot
be avoided.

An alumnus of SMG, Luke Zenn,
worked with Carly to design shelving
and other ideas to organize the
resources in the shed. This work was
used as his Boy Scout Eagle Project.
Another alumnus, Harrison Brown,
completed his Boy Scout Eagle Project
by building stacking benches to use
outside and sored inside the shed.
ZDA Inc, a landscape architectural
firm in Madison, provided the
design concept and project
management. A.L. Landscaping in
Madison also worked on the project.
A small rain garden was installed
behind the learning shed to address
some runoff concerns.
A very generous anonymous gift
plus funds from the SMG Home and
School Association provided funding
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Although these tedious activities
offer such a great opportunity for
prayer. First, they usually happen on
a regular basis. Second, they often
do not require much thought. Third,
they will not become any worse by
inviting God to join in the task, so
it is worth a shot! The humdrum of
life may be a perfect place to start a
conversation with God.

for the project. The project was
complete in the summer of 2017.
As soon as the weather is nice, you
will see teachers and students using
the little red learning shed and
enjoying the outdoor classroom.
We invite everyone to stop by
sometime to see it. You will be
surprised!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENTS

DATE

TIME

Last Day of School

Fri, June 3

Cor ad Cor

Fri, June 3

7 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive

Sat, June 18

8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Corpus Christi Procession Sun, June 19
After the 9 a.m.
		Mass
Summer Book Club

Wed, June 29

Solemnity of
St. Maria Goretti

Wed, July 6

6 - 7 p.m.

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more
event details, volunteer signups, and other upcoming events,
as well as our current Mass and liturgical schedule.

All are welcome to join St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church in a

EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION
on the feast of

CORPUS CHRISTI
SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2022
AFTER THE 9 A.M. MASS
All members of St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church are invited to
join in the Eucharistic procession on the Feast of Corpus Christi.
This is a wonderful opportunity to show our faith in the
Real Presence of Jesus.
After Benediction, the Knights of Columbus will be serving lunch.

