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MUSIC IN SACRED LITURGY
By Marco Melendez, Director of Music

REALITIES OF VATICAN II
Over the course of the past 50+ years, 
there has been great uncertainty and 
unrest in the Church with regards to the 
liturgy and especially sacred music. In 
my experience, nothing brings greater 
divide amongst congregations than the 
type of music that “should” be used in 
the sacred liturgy. Some say that there is 
no place for contemporary music while 
others say there is no longer a place for 
Latin chant as the listener surely can’t 
understand the words. Some say that 
“the organ is too loud” while others say 
“the piano is more welcoming.”

As Roman Catholics, we are given the 
Catechism of the Church so that we 
might be able to understand and live 
out the teachings of the Church in our 
daily lives. But what about sacred music? 
Does the Church give her priests and 
musicians guidance so that we are not 
left to figure it out ourselves? Does the 
Church, like in her moral teachings 
through the Magisterium, give us one 
or more documents so that we can be in 
union with the Church universal with 
regards to sacred music? The answer: Yes!

Since 1903, nearly every pontiff of 
the Roman Catholic Church has had 
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

A new edition of Gatherings seems to approach ever so quickly. 
Stopping and reflecting on the last few months, along with forecasting 

the ever-bright future of our community as believers in Jesus Christ, provides us the 
opportunity to share in all the grace-filled opportunities we can encounter our Lord. 

Every year, at the end of January, we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. The week 
allows us to reflect on the school’s mission as an apostolate of the parish. Why 
Catholic schools? Catholic education forms the whole person in light of truth, 
beauty, and goodness. In a Catholic school, students learn how to think instead 
of what to think about themselves and the world. They have the freedom to think 
rationally about the world. When a student grasps the totality of existing things, 
they understand their innate human dignity and know that they are created in the 
image and likeness of God.

Our Music Ministry program continues to bring the sacred, the beautiful, and 
the surreal to SMG liturgies. On Christmas Eve, the Christmas Mass at Night was 
preceded by a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols leading to the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Mass setting for Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day was Franz Schubert’s Mass in G with a string ensemble. Building on this 
unparalleled beauty in worshiping God, we will be preparing an orchestral Mass, 
once a month, on Sundays at 11 a.m. Furthermore, I am overjoyed to announce that 
our Director of Music, Marco Melendez, has been selected as a guest conductor 
at Carnegie Hall in New York City on June 18, 2023. A tour group of SMG choir 
members, joined with other diocesan choir members, are organizing a trip to sing in 
Carnegie Hall and various Catholic churches in NYC.

As we approach Lent, the priests of SMG will focus on one of the holy goals set forth 
by Bishop Hying: mortification, that is, dying to ourselves. By giving something up, 
it expresses our confidence in God and in his revelation about the meaning of life 
and death. We wouldn’t have any reason for self-denial if we didn’t believe in Christ’s 
Kingdom. We are also training our souls in self-discipline and self-mastery. There 
are times in life when in order to do the right thing, or in order to help someone else 
who is in trouble, we have to be able to renounce our own preferences or desires. 
Voluntarily giving something up for Lent is practice for those situations.

Let’s honestly reflect, as we begin this Lent, on what takes us away from Jesus Christ 
and what practices draw us to encounter him more deeply. A few ways we can 
encounter Jesus Christ and his sacrificial love for each of us are at Eucharistic 
Adoration on Tuesday and Thursday, daily Mass, Stations of the Cross on Friday 
evenings, the Men’s and Women’s Lenten Retreats, and the liturgical events during 
the Easter Tridduum. Each of these public opportunities, along with our private 
opportunities, leads us to communion with each other, and ultimately, to our Savior 
who died for us. Let’s ask Jesus to give us strength to persevere in loving him with all 
our hearts, and loving our neighbor as ourselves.

God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Pastor

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at 
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking 
for more images to post on social media, 
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.

Please email your photos to Kristin at 
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the 
chance for your photo to appear online or 
in our print materials.

Remember to check out featured 
items each week in the Parish 
Library. Note Bishop Hying’s book, 
“Love Never Fails,” in the center.

Congratulations to our young 
musical scholars who joined 
our music ministry as our first 
Youth Choristers.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

A huge thank you to all the 
parish staff and volunteers who 
helped decorate our church for 
Christmas.
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LIVING IN FAITH
By Bob Schell, Principal

5 MARKS OF A CATHOLIC SCHOOL
In the last edition of Gatherings, we 
introduced readers to The Holy See’s 
Teaching on Catholic Schools.

Now we wish to explore five essential 
marks and the implications they present 
for SMG Catholic School. 

The following section is from Elisabeth 
Sullivan’s, “The 5 Marks of a Truly 
Catholic School.”

Drawing from Church documents on 
education in his 2006 publication, The 
Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools, 
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, former 
Secretary of the Vatican’s Sacred 
Congregation for Catholic Education, 
identified five “essential marks” that 
make a school genuinely Catholic. It is 
becoming clear that Catholic schools 
cannot meet these essential marks 
when they adopt secular curricula and 
teaching strategies. Schools that are 
now thriving have become far more 
intentional about these goals through a 
return to the Catholic tradition of liberal 
arts education that weaves together 
faith and learning:

5 Marks Of A Truly Catholic School

1. Inspired by a supernatural vision

Without a supernatural vision across 
the curriculum, we cannot explain such 
things as eternal life, the Communion 
of Saints, the acts of Divine Providence 
throughout history, or the possibility 
of miracles. And, most importantly, we 
cannot grasp the Real Presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist. Secular education is 
merely pragmatic; it undermines the 
mysteries at the heart of faith.

2. Founded on a Christian anthropology

Christians understand that the human 
person is made in the image and likeness 
of God, and is destined to be with Him 

forever. 
Respect for the 
dignity of all 
human life is 
a principle by which we can assess events 
in history, literature, science, ethics, and 
current events.

3. Animated by communion and 
community

The Holy See’s Teaching points out that a 
Catholic school is not an institution, but 
a community. Each and every child is a 
unique, unrepeatable gift of God, with 
particular talents and a singular vocation 
in life. As such, each one should be 
cherished, regardless of ability.

4. Imbued with a Catholic worldview 
throughout the curriculum

It is this benchmark which is least 
understood in Catholic schools, but 
most transformative when it is grasped. 
Jesus Christ is the Logos in Whom all 
things cohere. “In him we live and move 
and have our being,” St. Luke tell us 
(Acts 17:28). This mystery is glimpsed 
in each small truth to be learned, from 
mathematical patterns in nature to 
natural law principles in jurisprudence. 
As children discover connections across 
different subjects, learning comes alive. 
They develop habits of mind that point to 
a larger Truth, so they integrate faith into 
learning and life.

5. Sustained by Gospel witness 

Rich content and engaging lessons alone, 
however, do not pass on the faith unless 
they are conveyed by true Christian 
witnesses. “More than a master who 
teaches, a Catholic educator is a person 
who gives testimony by his or her life,” 
according to Catholic documents on 
education. Teachers and administrators 
carry “the primary responsibility for 
creating a Christian school climate, as 
individuals and as a community.

RENEWING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Every principal in the Diocese of Madison 
received the “Renewing Catholic Schools” 
book by the Institute for Catholic Liberal 
Education (ICLE). Our goal this year at 
SMG is to have a book study as a Building 
Leadership Team around this text. That 
Building Leadership Team will begin 
planning action steps to further our 
vision for strong academics and faith 
formation at SMG Catholic School. 

The stakes are high today, really high. 
Our culture is under attack. In our 
secular world, and more than ever before, 
our society needs those who embrace the 
truths of our Church. We need students 
who understand that God created them 
in the image and likeness of Him. We 
need students who believe in the sanctity 
of life, who see the human dignity of each 
of God’s children, and who believe in 
objective truth. We cannot sideline living 
our faith to only Sundays, and we must 
go beyond talking about our faith only 
during Religion class.

To quote Thomas W. Carroll, “It’s our 
obligation to make sure that we create a 
faithful environment in which a parent 
can be assured that their child’s Catholic 
faith will be retained – if not deepened 
– and definitely not destroyed. In 
short, we must put the Catholic back in 
Catholic schools.”

As we continue to explore these 
resources and learn more about keeping 
our great Catholic School Catholic, we 
hope and pray to remain curious and to 
model a love of learning that we expect 
of our students.

To read full article as well as previous articles, 
visit SMG’s Blog at stmariagoretti.org/blog

SCHOOL NE WS
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WALKING WITH JESUS IN LITURGICAL 
PROCESSIONS
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

Walking as disciples of Jesus is an 
important part of our faith. In the liturgy 
there are times when the congregation 
processes not only to get from one 
place to another, but also to express our 
following of Christ. Processions express 
in a bodily way the effort it takes to 
be a Christian and to walk in Christ’s 
footsteps. On Ash Wednesday we came 
forward for the imposition of ashes and 
began our Lenten journey of 40 days of 
intense prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 
We made the commitment to repent and 
to be faithful to the gospel.

As we look ahead to Holy Week, we note 
that there are other liturgical processions 
by which we join Christ in walking his 
path. On Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 
Passion, we have a procession with blessed 
palms into the church. We are instructed 
that Christ entered the city of Jerusalem 
to accomplish the mystery of his Passion 
and Resurrection. We commemorate his 
entrance into the city, “following in his 
footsteps, so that being made by his grace 
partakers of the Cross, we may have a 
share also in his Resurrection and in his 
life.” We join in the procession of palms 
both in exultation of his kingship and in 
willingness to join ourselves to his passion 
and suffering. May we who follow Christ 
in exultation, “reach the eternal Jerusalem 
through him.” (Quotes are from the 
Roman Missal for the blessing of palms.)

On Holy Thursday, at the end of the 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the 
Blessed Sacrament is carried through 
the church in procession with candles 
and incense to an altar of repose in the 
parish hall. We join in this procession 
as if leaving the place of the Last Supper 
and following our Lord to his place of 
prayer in the garden. We spend time in 
prayer and adoration before Him in the 
darkness of night.

On Good Friday, in the Adoration of the 
Cross, the cross is solemnly uncovered 
and shown to us. Then we go forth in 
procession up the aisles to the one Cross 
to adore that which has brought forth 
our salvation. “Behold the wood of the 
Cross, on which hung the salvation of the 
world. Come, let us adore.” As we process, 
our hearts and minds are focused on 
Christ’s suffering and giving of his life 
for our sakes.

On Holy Saturday, at the start of the 
Easter Vigil, the new Easter candle is 
prepared and blessed outdoors by the 
new Easter fire. Then in procession, 
the Easter candle is brought into the 
dark church. The Light of Christ is in 
our midst and we rejoice in Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead. Later in 
the Vigil, the Easter Candle is again in 
procession. This time to the Baptismal 
Font where the baptismal water is 
blessed and the catechumens are led to 
their baptisms. During this procession 
we sing the Litany of Saints, invoking the 
help of all those who have gone before 
us to intercede for those to be baptized 
and for all of us as we renew our own 
baptismal promises on this night.

Following in the footsteps of Jesus, we 
are helped by Holy Mother the Church 
who provides us with processions to 
form us in faith and to help us express 
with our bodies the journey that we are 
on to that new and eternal Jerusalem.

“Following in his footsteps, 
so that...we may have a share 
also in his Resurrection and 
in his life.”
- Roman Missal

 

Rest in Peace
+

Robert Steck 
December 11, 2021

Lester Hanneman 
January 11, 2022

+

Eternal rest grant unto them 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and all the 
souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

On Ash Wednesday (photo taken 
in 2021) we came forward for the 
imposition of ashes to begin our 
Lenten journey.

 

Congratulations to our 
newly married couple

Ashley Miller and 
Alex Van Lieshout 

January 7, 2022

Graciously pour out upon these 
couples, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, 
to make them one heart and one soul, 
so that nothing whatever may divide 
those you have joined and no harm 

come to those you have filled 
with your blessing.
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OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

CMC - WELCOMING 
THE STRANGER THROUGH 
IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES
By Laura Green, CMC Grants & Communications Coordinator

The Catholic Multicultural Center 
(CMC) strives to live the Gospel through 
serving our brothers and sisters in need 
in a holistic manner, giving priority to 
the poor and oppressed. A variety of 
programs and services offer the dignity 
of being able to meet basic needs and to 
achieve advancement in life: food pantry 
with personal hygiene pantry, English 
as a Second Language classes, daily free 
meal, employment search assistance, 
support group for Spanish-speaking 
parents of children with special needs, 
and much more.

The CMC offers low-cost immigration 
legal services to clients in the Diocese 
of Madison who cannot afford a private 
attorney. Through two full-time and 
one part-time legal providers, the 
program offers the most comprehensive 
set of low-cost immigration legal 
services of any non-profit in South 
Central Wisconsin. Program fees are 
significantly lower than those charged 
by a private attorney, and no one is 
turned away due to inability to pay.

The program currently serves a caseload 
of 330 clients, including clients impacted 
by the unfolding crisis in Afghanistan. 
These clients have come to the U.S. on 
Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs), which 
were granted to Afghan allies who aided 
the U.S. military or U.S. government in 
some way. Their family members are in 
hiding because they fear for their lives 
or fear Taliban retribution due to their 
family member’s involvement with U.S. 
efforts. CMC Attorney Carmel Capati 
explained, “I would like people to know 
that a lot of folks who are here worked 
directly for and with the U.S. military, 
often putting their own lives at risk. We 
should not forget them nor their family 

members who 
are still in 
Afghanistan.”

Hakim* worked 
for a technology 
and electrical 
company in 
Afghanistan 
that contracted 
with the U.S. government. After his 
father received a death threat due to this 
work, Hakim was able to come to the 
U.S. on a Special Immigrant Visa in 2015 
and eventually became a U.S. citizen in 
September 2021. The CMC legal team 
assisted Hakim with filing a petition for 
his wife, Lalah but was unsuccessful in 
helping Hakim’s wife leave Afghanistan 
when the Taliban took control in August. 
After multiple attempts to go to the 
airport in Kabul and at one point getting 
tear gassed, she had to turn back and 
wait. Fortunately, in December Lalah was 
able to get out of Afghanistan and travel to 
Pakistan with a temporary visa, thanks to 
a connection her husband and his family 
had. The CMC legal team transferred her 
petition to the U.S. embassy in Islamabad 
so she could complete the interview 
process. Her visa to the U.S. was recently 
approved and soon the CMC hopes to see 
the couple reunited in Madison. 

The challenges for Afghan evacuees 
remain daunting, and many still wait 
to safely escape with their lives. CMC is 
committed to continuing to aid Afghan 
evacuees and clients from 75 other 
countries around the world in need of 
affordable, reputable immigration 
legal services. To learn more or see how 
you can help, visit cmcmadison.org.

*Names of clients and their family members have 
been changed to protect client confidentiality

SVDP BLANKET BEE
SMG’s annual SVdP Blanket 
Bee was held on November 20. 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
make blankets for our neighbors 
in need. We also want to thank 
the sponsors who donated funds 
for the cost of the fleece. We were 
able to make 125 blankets. 

Our SVdP conference will 
distribute these blankets on their 
home visits in our community. 

If you are interested in becoming 
a member of our conference, 
please visit the Outreach 
Ministries page on our website 
at stmariagoretti.org.

Catholic Multicultural Center serves many families through their 
Immigration Legal Services program (photo taken in 2018)
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
FERN REILLY
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

I am an HR Business Partner 
for the UW School of 
Medicine and Public Health 
and enjoy the variety and 
challenges in helping people. 
The pandemic has re-sparked my 
interest in baking, and more recently I 
have been inspired to work on sewing 
projects again. My husband, Mike, 
and I live in rural Verona on a 40-acre 
parcel of God’s country on top of a hill 
where we enjoy sunrises, sunsets, and 
the awesome beauty of nature that God 
provides. We have two children, Josh 
and Jason. We thank God for them and 
are proud of how they have matured 
and grown into young adults.

How did you get involved with SMG?

I joined SMG parish about 3 years 
ago and felt a good fit immediately. I 
regularly attend daily Mass and love 
that I can begin my day with Mass at 
6:30 a.m. before heading off to work. 
I also found extra ways to grow in my 
faith, such as attending Exposition and 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
at least once a week and attending 
parish retreats and bible studies 
when offered. In addition, I actively 
participate in two SMG prayer groups – 
St. Maximillan Kolbe Rosary Rose, and 
Seven Sisters Apostolate.

What is your favorite part about the 
SMG community?

My favorite part about the SMG 
community are the people I have come 
to know. SMG has many amazing people 
who have inspired me by their faith.

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

I have a passionate interest in the 
liturgical life at SMG where I have 
found ways to serve Jesus and the 
parish family. I serve as a Sacristan 

for daily and Sunday Masses as 
well as read Scripture as a 

Lector at weekday Masses. 
I regularly serve as an 
Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion and also 

serve as scheduler for all the 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion.

What is the most rewarding thing 
about volunteering?

Volunteering is a humbling experience 
for me. I volunteer to help and serve 
the parish, but find that while I serve 
others, I also help myself, by God’s 
grace, to grow in my faith and in hope 
and love, and therefore, find great joy 
in what I do. This is very rewarding!

Why is it important to you to 
volunteer?

I feel it is important to fulfill my 
Baptismal call to serve others in the 
manner of Jesus Christ. Volunteering 
in a parish in the Catholic Church is 
one way I can put my own faith into 
action and add meaning and purpose 
to my life.

Why would you recommend that 
others get involved at SMG?

In one way or another, God calls us to 
serve others through our Baptism, and 
we should get involved for this reason. 
The joy and satisfaction I experience 
in being involved at SMG shouldn’t 
be for me only. I feel this experience 
should be shared by everyone in the 
parish community. What is fascinating 
about volunteering is that it is so 
easy to do! Taking the first step in 
showing an interest, and then making 
a commitment to God, the parish, 
and yourself to do your best and help 
whenever you can, is all it takes to get 
involved at SMG.

EPIPHANY BLESSING
On Saturday, January 2 we 
celebrated the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany of the Lord. During 
the 5:15pm Vigil Mass, Fr. Scott 
marked the church doors with 
the Epiphany Blessing.

The Epiphany is a traditional 
day of blessing our homes, 
churches, and schools and asking 
God’s blessing on all who enter 
throughout the year.

After the blessing, the chalk is 
used to mark above the door:

20 + C + M + B + 22

The letters C, M, B have two 
meanings. They are the initials 
of the traditional names of the 
three magi: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar. The letters also 
abbreviate the Latin words 
Christus mansionem benedicat, 
“May Christ bless the house.”

The “+” represents the cross.

The two numbers stand for this 
new year 2022.
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Saturday, April 9 at 5:15 p.m. 
Sunday, April 10 at 7, 9*, and 11 a.m.; 5:15 p.m. 
Blessing of the Palms will be held in the Parish Hall before each Mass and followed 
by the procession into the Church.

Holy Thursday - April 14 
Morning Prayer at 8 a.m. (No Morning Masses; No Adoration or Confessions) 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m.* 
Adoration following Mass until Midnight 
Night Prayer (Compline) at 11:45 p.m.

Good Friday - April 15 
Morning Prayer at 8 a.m. (No Morning Masses) 
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord at 1 p.m.* 
Stations of the Cross at 6:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday - April 16 
Morning Prayer at 8 a.m. (No Morning Masses) 
Rosary of the Sorrowful Mysteries at 10 a.m. 
Blessing of Easter Food at 1 p.m. 
Easter Vigil at 8 p.m.* (No 5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass)

Easter Sunday - April 17 
Mass - 7, 9*, and 11 a.m. (No 5:15 p.m. Evening Mass or Evening Prayer)

*Masses will also be live streamed on our YouTube page. 
To see the full schedule visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org.

LENTEN SCHEDULE
Ash Wednesday - March 2 
Mass - 6:30 and 8 a.m. 
12:15 and 5:15 p.m.

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays through April 15 
6:30 p.m.

ONGOING LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Confession 
30 minutes before every Mass 
Tuesday and Thursday - 4 - 7 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesday and Thursday - 8:45 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
First Friday - 7 - 8 p.m.

LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 2022
PARISH RETREATS FOR MEN 
AND WOMEN
The women’s Advent Retreat was held 
on December 10-11. It began on Friday 
evening with a talk and adoration. 
Saturday morning was filled with 
prayer time, talks, Q&A, and more. 
It was a wonderful time to spend in 
preparation for the coming of Jesus.

If you are interested in signing up for 
the Lenten Retreats, please visit our 
website at stmariagoretti.org.

YOUNG ADULT BONFIRE 
SOCIAL
Young Adults braved the cold for a 
Bonfire Social with hot dogs, smores, 
and hot cocoa in January.

If you are interested in joining the 
SMG Young Adults group, please visit 
the Young Adult page on our website 
at stmariagoretti.org.
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FAITH FORMATION

FOUR 
CHARACTERISTICS 
FOR THE EVANGELIST

By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

We recently heard in the Gospel of 
Luke the account of Simon Peter, 
James, and John being called by Jesus 
to abandon their lives as fishermen 
and to become Christ’s disciples. The 
work that these men would undertake 
for the rest of their lives was to 
spread the Good News – the Gospel 
– of Jesus Christ. This work, called 
evangelization, is a work that each 
and every member of the Church is 
called to do, carrying on the mission 
of those first Apostles. This mission 
is not always easy and it is often 
accompanied by many frustrations 
and seeming failures. Nevertheless, it 
is a mission from which we are never 
exempted as Christians and we must 
never stop speaking about Jesus 
to the world.

In a reflection on this Call of Peter, 
Dr. Brant Pitre highlights four 
characteristics of these first Apostles, 
characteristics that they would possess 
as professional fishermen, which would 
also serve them well as evangelists. 
Reflecting on these four traits, and 
striving to foster them in our own lives, 
we can learn from these early Apostles 
about the work of evangelization. 
(Cf. Catholic Productions “The Fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time: Year C”, 
Dr. Brant Pitre)

The first characteristic is that 
fishermen are observant. In order to 
be effective at their profession, they 
must be able to read the weather, 
water, and movement patterns of fish. 
Similarly, we as evangelists must be 
observant in our work of preaching 
and teaching the truth of Jesus Christ. 

The people 
we will 
encounter 
in everyday 
life will come from a diversity of 
backgrounds and we must remain 
attentive to that in order to speak the 
truth of the Gospel to the concrete 
reality and situations of their lives. 
If this is not done, the Gospel will 
remain an abstract and distant 
concept without effect.

Secondly, fishermen must be patient. 
Fishing includes many hours, 
days, and nights of “unsuccessful”, 
monotonous work (see Luke 5). In 
order to eventually catch the fish 
they desire, they must wait patiently. 
The same is true of us as evangelists 
and disciples. Our desire for the 
conversion of hearts and minds to 
Christ must always have a profound 
patience which accompanies it. It is 
ultimately God who brings faith to the 
heart, so we must patiently await His 
timing and not be overly concerned 
with our own metrics of “success.”

Closely related to patience is the virtue 
of perseverance. The endurance and 
continual hope which is required 
to continually cast nets and lines 
into the water despite the lack of a 
catch is an absolutely essential trait 
in a fisherman. We, too, can benefit 
from this trait. There will be many 
people who never accept the message 
of Christ that we want to give them. 
Even our best efforts at convincing 
people of the truth of Christ may never 
produce the fruit that we desire to 
see. But we must never give up hope 

or become despondent. God works 
in mysterious and often extremely 
hidden ways in human lives. In the 
work of evangelization, we must hope 
beyond hope that our efforts are 
never in vain.

The fourth, and absolutely essential, 
characteristic of a fisherman is that 
he is ultimately reliant on God. A man 
can cast his net night and day, but if 
God does not supply the fish and also 
cause them to bite, a catch will never 
occur. In the same way, we cannot 
force people to believe the truth of our 
faith. Only God can give the divine 
gift of faith in another person. We can 
testify and share the many evidences 
and reasons for our personal belief, as 
we should do frequently and openly, 
but we can never by our own power 
cause faith to be born in the heart of 
another person. Ultimately, we must 
depend deeply on God to be the source 
of our missionary work.

All of us are called to spread the 
Gospel of Christ, who has redeemed 
us from sin and opened the way to 
eternal life. Remaining observant, 
patient, persevering, and reliant on 
God are all important traits to foster 
in the work of evangelization, and 
can sustain us amid the difficulties of 
preaching the Gospel to a fallen world 
that does not believe that it needs 
Jesus Christ.
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something to say about music and its 
use within the sacred liturgy. Due to the 
great abuses occurring within the liturgy 
during his time, Pope St. Pius X wrote a 
Motu Proprio entitled: Tre Le Sollecitudini: 
Instruction on Sacred Music. Pope St. Pius 
X begins his instructions by stating the 
following general principles:

1. Sacred music, being a complementary 
part of the solemn liturgy, participates 
in the general scope of the liturgy, which 
is the glory of God and the sanctification 
and edification of the faithful. It 
contributes to the decorum and the 
splendor of the ecclesiastical ceremonies, 
and since its principal office is to clothe 
with suitable melody the liturgical text 
proposed for the understanding of the 
faithful, its proper aim is to add greater 
efficacy to the text, in order that through 
it the faithful may be the more easily 
moved to devotion and better disposed 
for the reception of the fruits of grace 
belonging to the celebration of the most 
holy mysteries.

2. Sacred music should consequently 
possess, in the highest degree, the 
qualities proper to the liturgy, and in 
particular sanctity and goodness of form, 
which will spontaneously produce the 
final quality of universality. 

3. It must be holy, and must, therefore, 
exclude all profanity not only in itself, but 
in the manner in which it is presented by 
those who execute it.

4. It must be true art, for otherwise it will be 
impossible for it to exercise on the minds 
of those who listen to it that efficacy 
which the Church aims at obtaining 
in admitting into her liturgy the art of 
musical sounds

5. But it must, at the same time, be 
universal in the sense that while every 
nation is permitted to admit into its 
ecclesiastical compositions those special 
forms which may be said to constitute 
its native music, still these forms must 

be subordinated in such a manner to the 
general characteristics of sacred music 
that nobody of any nation may receive 
an impression other than good on 
hearing them.

Now, you may wonder why it is that we 
should pay any attention to the writings 
of a pontiff who predates Vatican II. 
This is because, in order to understand 
Vatican II and the church’s teachings 
on sacred music, we must know what 
decrees were previously in place. In 
fact, much of the teachings on music 
in the sacred liturgy in the Vatican II 
documents and post conciliar documents 
(documents written after the Second 
Vatican Council by subcommittees of 
the Council in order to bring further 
understanding and clarity the Council’s 
teachings on any particular topic) 
are based on Pope St. Pius X’s Tre Le 
Sollecitudini. In order to understand 
Church documents and teachings, it 
is important to note that each church 
document is built upon one another. 
While some changes were definitively 
made when the declarations and 
teachings of the Second Vatican Council 
were implemented, that which was 
declared in previous pontifical writings 
and that which may not be addressed 
in subsequent church documents, still 
remain the teaching of the Church. 
Therefore, one must begin with the 
writings of Pope St. Pius X in order to 
understand the fullness of how sacred 
music is utilized within the liturgical 
action of the Roman Catholic Church in a 
post Vatican II world.

In order to gain a real understanding 
of the Church’s teachings with regards 
to music in the sacred liturgy, one must 
familiarize themselves with the following 
documents: 

Tra Le Sollecitudini: Instruction on Sacred 
Music 
A Moto Proprio promulgated by Pope Pius X 
November 22, 1903

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy: 
Sacrosanctum Concilium 
Promulgated by Pope Paul VI 
December 4, 1963

Musicam Sacram: Instruction on Music in 
the Liturgy 
Sacred Vatican Ecumentical Council 
March 5, 1967

Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship 
United States Catholic Conference of 
Bishops 
November 14, 2007

While the final document, Sing to the Lord: 
Music in Divine Worship, is not one that 
was prescribed by the Vatican, nor is it 
considered a post conciliar document, it 
has been prescribed to us in the United 
States by our ecclesiastical authority, 
the United States Catholic Conference 
of Bishops (USCCB). As a document 
given to us by the USCCB, and not by 
the Vatican, it can only be used to give 
us further clarification on that which 
was stated in the conciliar and post 
conciliar documents. In no way however, 
can this document substitute or alter a 
declaration or teaching already given to 
the Church by the Vatican.

Please stay tuned (no pun intended) for 
updates as they are made available on 
the St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church 
weekly bulletin. Each week, I will be 
addressing at least one specific topic that 
is mentioned in each Church document. 
Topics will include, but are not limited to: 
the purpose of sacred music, Gregorian 
chant, modern music, text, compositions, 
singers/choirs, organ and other 
instruments, congregational singing 
and participation, and music in Catholic 
schools.

Together, we will identify and learn what 
the Church and Vatican II really said 
about music in the sacred liturgy.

Music in Sacred Liturgy continued from page 1



Gatherings - Spring 2022  10 St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

PARISH LIFE

ORCHESTRAL MASSES AT SMG
Beginning in February, the SMG Music Ministry will feature an orchestral setting of the Ordinary of the 
Mass on a monthly basis through the month of June. We are both honored and thankful to an anonymous 
donor who has come forth to sponsor these orchestral liturgies.

Schedule of Orchestral Mass (Sundays at 11 a.m.)

February 27 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time Mozart: Missa brevis in Bb Major, KV275

March 27 Laetare Sunday - 4th Sunday of Lent Mozart: Missa brevis in dm, KV65

April 17   Easter Sunday Mozart: Missa brevis in FM, KV192 (Kleine Credomesse)

May 15 5th Sunday of Easter Haydn: Missa brevis St. Joannis de Deo

June 5 Pentecost Sunday Mozart: Missa brevis in GM, KV140 (Pastoral Messe)

MEET MELINDA - YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR
Melinda Minton joined us 
as the Youth Minister for St. 
Maria Goretti in February 
of 2022.

Melinda grew up in Iowa 
and attended the University 
of Minnesota – Twin Cities 
where she was involved with 
the campus ministry program, 
Saint Paul’s Outreach. After 

graduation, she came to Madison to work at Epic and began 
volunteering with the youth ministry program in the Fall of 2018.

Melinda married her husband, Zak, at SMG in December 2020. 
The two spend their free time playing volleyball (which is how 
they met!), and venturing outdoors for some hiking or canoeing. 
Melinda is also an avid knitter. Recently, Zak and Melinda’s 
hobbies have expanded to spending time with their baby girl, 
Eleanor, who joined their family in November of 2021.

Melinda responded to the invitation to leave her secular 
job and step into ministry. She recognizes the impact that 
a solid youth ministry program can have based on her own 
experiences. She is excited to invest in our high school students 
and help form a solid foundation of faith that they will carry 
with them the rest of their lives.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2022
Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the United States, including in 
schools in the Diocese of Madison. It starts the last 
Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2022 
was January 30 to February 5. 

At SMG, it is one of our favorite weeks of the year. 
During the week, students enjoyed school-wide 
community service projects, school Masses, breakfast 
with parents, a spelling bee, trivia, and other activities.

A highlight for our 8th grade students was the 
“8th Graders vs. Teachers Volleyball Game.” And this 
year our 8th graders defeated the SMG staff!

We also welcomed back musician Randy Peterson as our “Artist in 
Residence.” During the week, he worked with each grade to write and 
record a song. The recordings were enjoyed later by all the students.

SMG Spelling Bee 
Runner Up - Claire (8th grade)
Winner - Vincent (6th grade)

Ms. Katie Bergs with 
her daughter, Maddie, 
(Kindergarten) on 
Mismatch Day.
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MUSIC – APPROACHING THE 
TRANSCENDENT
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

One of the first gifts given to me by the 
beautiful woman who is now my wife was 
a framed picture of us with the phrase 
“Love is friendship set to music” written 
on it. Beyond being sappy, this saying 
points out that elevating quality of music, 
how music transforms the mundane into 
the sublime. Pope Francis highlighted 
that quality of music, saying, “Beautiful 
and good music is a privileged tool for 
approaching the transcendent, and often 
helps even those who are distracted to 
understand a message.”

At St. Maria Goretti, we are blessed with 
incredible musicians who weave beautiful 
and good music into each liturgy. Many 
of those musicians, especially at the 9 
a.m. and 5:15 p.m. Masses on Sundays, 
are young adults who share their talents 
to worship the Lord. As I sit in the pew 
and let the words and the melody wash 
over me, Psalm 141 and its image of 
prayers rising to God like incense always 
comes to mind. Some musical settings 
take work on the congregation’s part, 

with Latin 
and Greek text 
and tunes that have no parallel in secular 
music – but as Pope Francis notes, this 
otherworldliness can shake us out of our 
autopilot and refocus us on the mystery 
we are celebrating as a community, the 
saving intervention of God that is Jesus’ 
birth, life, death, and resurrection.  

Our Young Adult group, made up of 
parishioners in their 20s and 30s, recently 
went on pilgrimage to Milwaukee, in part 
to experience a Melkite Greek Catholic 
Divine Liturgy (St George Melkite Catholic 
Church pictured above). One of 23 Eastern 
Rite Catholic Churches, Melkites celebrate 
their Mass in a combination of English, 
Greek, and Arabic, reflecting their roots 
in Antioch and Syria. Almost the entire 
liturgy, including the readings, were sung, 
and the melodies were foreign to us but 
belted out in unison from memory by the 
congregation as a communal oblation to 
God. Music brings joy, it elevates mere 
words into something ethereal, it joins 

together many voices into one just as 
humanity is gathered into the singular 
Body of Christ.

Find out more about the SMG Young 
Adults group on the parish website and 
on Facebook. We help parishioners in 
their 20s and 30s grow in community 
and approach the transcendent through 
socials, pilgrimages, small group 
studies, and opportunities to serve our 
community and parish.

DID YOU KNOW?
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

VALLEY OF OUR LADY MONASTERY NEEDS OUR HELP
The Valley of Our Lady Monastery is tucked away in a valley of the Baraboo Bluffs 
just north of Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin. The nuns at Prairie du Sac make our 
communion hosts. They are in the process of fundraising to build a new facility.

Their current buildings are over 60 years old and were intended to be temporary. 
Now, these structures are increasingly unhealthy and unsafe and it would take 
millions of dollars to refurbish them. Faced with these circumstances, they 
designed a new monastery that will house 22-30 sisters. They plan to build their 
new home once they have received sufficient funds.

The generosity of all individuals and parishes who use their hosts would help ensure 
the continuation of their monastic life. Please pray for the nuns and help as you are 
able. For more information about the project, visit build.valleyofourlady.org

Valley of Our Lady’s new 
monastery project.

Valley of Our Lady Monastery 
E  11096  Yanke Drive 
Prairie Du Sac, WI  533578

Ben and Becca Rouleau have been 
attending SMG for almost 8 years.
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EVENTS DATE TIME

Ash Wednesday Wed, Mar 2 6:30, 8 a.m. 
  12:15, 5:15 p.m.

Stations of the Cross Fri, Mar 4-Apr 15 6:30 p.m.

Cor ad Cor Fri, Mar 4 7 p.m.

SMG Rummage Sale Sat, Mar 19 7:30 a.m. - 
  1:30 p.m.

Men’s Lenten Retreat Mar 25-26 

Women’s Lenten Retreat Apr 1-2

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details and the most up-to-date information about future 
events, as well as our current liturgical schedule.

SMG Home & School Association invites you to SMG’s Annual

RUMMAGE & USED BOOK SALE
SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2022 
7:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M. 
SMG SCHOOL CAFETERIA AND GYM

Our annual rummage and used book sale is back! It is one of the 
largest fundraisers for St. Maria Goretti Catholic School. Mark your 
calendars to get here early for some exciting treasures and deals!

MORE WAYS TO SUPPORT SMG

Donate Items - Save your items and donate them to the sale. You 
may drop off your items on Thursday, March 17, from 3 - 8 p.m. 
or Friday, March 18, from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Volunteer - Many volunteers are needed to help with organizing 
the items and running the sale. Please sign up online at 
stmariagoretti.org/parish-life/smg-rummage-sale

QUESTIONS?

Email - SMGRummageSale@gmail.com


