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GATHERINGS
On October 16, parishioners gathered at SMG for a Rosary Rally in honor of our Blessed Mother for
the healing of our Church, our country, and our world. It was a beautiful and prayer-filled time.
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ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS

On November 1, we gaze heavenward,
rejoicing in the Lord for all the saints
he has called unto himself and merited
them with eternal life. We rejoice in
the Lord’s gracious mercy for all who
have entered the eternal city. There
“they contemplate God, praise him and
constantly care for those whom they
have left on earth.” (CCC 2683)
The saints do care for us who are on
earth. They intercede to the Lord on our
behalf. They do not cease interceding!

“Their intercession is their most exalted
service to God’s plan.” (CCC 2683) We
are urged to call upon the saints often
to have them intercede for us, for the
Church, and for the salvation of the
world. This can be done either by our
spontaneous calling upon our favorite
saints or by praying the traditional
Litany which is inclusive of the many
saints through the centuries of the life
of the Church.
On November 2, all the liturgies are
The Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed. From the earliest Christian
times, the Church has prayed for the
faithful departed that their souls may
All Saints and All Souls continued on page 9
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November in the Catholic Church starts
with two wonderful liturgical days: All
Saints Day on November 1 and All Souls
Day on November 2.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

As we begin a new liturgical year with the start of Advent, we take
stock of this last year and look to the future. It seems that every
edition of Gatherings, in many ways, takes a very similar approach. We look over
the last few months and share with you some of the highlights from our parish’s
programs, ministries, and recent events as well as our upcoming plans.
SMG’s annual blessing of pets was
held on October 4, the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, who is known for
his loving attention to animals.

In October, the parish gathered for a busy facilities and grounds work day and
rosary rally. As Fr. Enan settled into his first parish assignment, parishioners had the
opportunity to hear his vocation story.
November is the month that we pray specifically for the faithful departed.
On November 2, a Mass of Commemoration of the Dead with Gabriele Fauré’s
Requiem Mass setting was celebrated for all of the faithful departed of St. Maria
Goretti Catholic Church. On November 8, the Mass of Commemoration of the Dead
was prayed for all St. Maria Goretti parishioners who have died over this last year.
Education is a core ministry of our parish. In our school, we are preparing our
staff for the formation of our students in their love of Jesus Christ and recognizing
the importance of grounding ourselves in our Catholic identity. In our Religious
Education program, students are being prepared to receive the sacraments through
modeling the key areas of discipleship—continual learning, prayer, and service.

A huge thank you to everyone who
helped at the Facilities & Grounds
Work Day in October. It was a
beautiful day!

In December, the parish looks forward to offering Advent retreats for men and women.
The second graders will soon be prepared to go to confession for the very first time. In a
few short weeks, the church will be decorated for Christmas. Each of these moments—
some repetitious—draw us all to knowing, loving, and serving Jesus Christ.
The liturgical season of Advent clearly demonstrates that Jesus Christ is the Lord of
history. Social media, blogs, and daily news services seem to overlook this fact. They
tell the human story as if Jesus Christ had nothing to do with it. But in reality he
has everything to do with it. He has been watching over it and guiding it since the
beginning. And the biggest proof of this was the incarnation, the first Christmas.
When God became man, miraculously fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies,
he showed us that he cares about our story, that he is part of our story, that he is
powerful enough to guide our story without taking away our role in it. In Advent, the
Church invites us to start getting ready to celebrate once again that wonderful event.

In October, Fr. Enan gave a
wonderful talk about vocations
and discernment following a
Sunday Mass at 11 a.m.

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at
St. Maria Goretti? We are always looking
for more images to post on social media,
in the bulletin, or in Gatherings.
Please email your photos to Kristin at
kristin.kay@stmariagoretti.org, for the
chance for your photo to appear online or
in our print materials.
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But we are also invited to look ahead. At some point, this story of ours, this human
history of sin and salvation, will come to an end. History will reach its conclusion.
Christ’s Lordship will be definitively established over everyone. All human history
is moving towards that final, climactic moment. And as it moves, it is being guided,
not by a blind force, the laws of evolution, or the second law of thermodynamics, but
by the God of love who made those laws, the God who loved us enough to become
one of us.
Jesus Christ is the Lord of history. We are secure within his hands.
God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson
Pastor
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SCHOOL NEWS

LIVING IN FAITH
By Bob Schell, Principal

This season we wish to share with you
the vision for preparing our school staff
for the formation of our students in
their love of Jesus Christ at St. Maria
Goretti Catholic School. We’ll also
continue to revisit our 2021-2022 school
year theme, Living in Faith.

THE HOLY SEE’S TEACHING ON
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
The Secretary of the Congregation
for Catholic Education, Archbishop J.
Michael Miller, CSB, wrote a pocketsized book titled, The Holy See’s Teaching
on Catholic Schools. In it, Archbishop
Miller writes, “...forty years after the
promulgation of the Second Vatican
Ecumenical Council’s Declaration on
Christian Education, Gravissimum
Educationis, the signs of the times
require that new wine be poured into
the wineskins of America’s Catholic
schools.”

in Catholic
schools need
a ‘religious
formation that
is equal to their general, cultural, and,
most especially, professional formation.’
… In this regard, Catholic universities
have a special responsibility to assist
Catholic schools by providing teacher
training courses and programs serving
the constituency.”
What does this look like for teachers
within the Diocese of Madison?

CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE FRANCISCAN UNIVERSITY
The teacher training courses and
programs that our SMG Catholic School
staff will access this year and beyond are
from the Franciscan at Home program
offered through Catechetical Institute
of Franciscan University of Steubenville,
Ohio.

After a preliminary statistical look at
the current situation, he discusses the
“...parental and government rights in
education and the five benchmarks that
can be used to judge a school’s Catholic
identity and thereby take the steps
necessary to strengthen it.”

The two workshops that our staff will be
focusing on this year include:

In future Gatherings publications, we will
explore those Five Marks and the steps
necessary to strengthen them at SMG
Catholic School. But first, let’s explore
how our school staff can learn more
about forming students in their faith.

All schools are encouraged to encounter
these workshops together in small- or
whole-groups. Sessions are typically
led by “mentors,” who facilitate
staff watching video segments and
discussion and reflection of our learning
in response to online prompts.

In our increasingly secular society, we’ve
seen a steady decline nationwide in
Catholic School enrollment. Religious
vocations have plummeted, and the shift
to lay leadership in Catholic schools
presents its own set of challenges.
Archbishop Miller states, “To be effective
bearers of the Church’s educational
tradition, however, laypersons who teach

www.stmariagoretti.org

1. The Mission of Catholic Schools and
the Role of Teachers
2. The Human Person in God’s Loving
Plan

The Catechetics Program at Franciscan
University of Steubenville describes
their program as existing to “prepare
students to join the ‘army of catechists’
called for by the late Pope Saint John
Paul II, eager to help the Church in
her mission of making all nations
disciples of Jesus Christ.” The program
also combines a “thorough study of
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Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and
magisterial documents with training
in proper and effective pedagogical
techniques to help our students grasp
the intelligibility and coherence of
divine truths, and to pass them along
faithfully.”

LIVING IN FAITH
Our school motto is Living in Faith,
Growing in Character, Loving Each Other.
In recognizing the importance of
grounding ourselves in our Catholic
identity, we continue with our theme for
the 2021-2022 school year, Living in Faith.
From the Dominican Sisters of Saint
Cecilia Congregation of Nashville,
Tennessee, who author the Virtues in
Practice program, we see a three-year
cycle of “Faith, Hope, and Charity.” God’s
providence allows us to align our Living
in Faith theme to the “Faith” year of focus
from this religious order.
The month of September called to mind
the virtue of Faith, which is, “Believing
in God and all He has revealed.”
October included a focus on the virtue
of Reverence, “Showing your deepest
respect for things of God.” Similar to
our parish’s focus on Stewardship, our
school also focuses on the virtue of
Stewardship, “Returning to God the first
fruits of your time, talent and treasure.”
As you can see, the theological virtues of
Faith, Hope, and Charity correspond to
essential virtues we can grow together
in our students. How blessed we are to
guide our families in the formation of
their children!
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LITURGICAL LIFE

Rest in Peace
+
Anthony Fiore

August 12, 2021

James Lemon

August 17, 2021

Ray Shunk

August 31, 2021

Anthony Haen
September 17, 2021
Patrick Gorman

September 28, 2021

Harold McCarthy
October 9, 2021
Allen Hable

October 19, 2021

Lawrence Werner
October 21, 2021
Thomas Eckstein
October 27, 2021
Jacqueline McGough
November 2, 2021
+
Eternal rest grant unto them
O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.
May these souls, and all the
souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

On All Soul’s Day, we celebrated a
Requiem Mass, featuring Faure’s
Requiem with Choir and Orchestra,
to commemorate the souls of all the
faithful departed.

Gatherings - Winter 2021

WHY “HOLY DAYS”?
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

Many of us are familiar with the term
“holy day of obligation.” Why is this
term used in relation to some days on
the yearly Church calendar?
The Third Commandment states
“Remember to keep holy the Lord’s Day”
which we know refers to Sunday, the day
that the Creator rested and the day of
the Lord’s Resurrection. We recognize
Sundays as days of obligation to attend
Mass for the “communal celebration
of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony
of belonging and of being faithful to
Christ and his Church…Together they
testify to God’s holiness and their hope
of salvation.” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, #2182)
Besides Sundays, the Church, from its
earliest days, has passed on to us the
tradition that there are other days “to
keep holy.” These are significant days
in the life of Christ and his blessed
mother which are key moments in the
gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
The celebrations of these historical
events have been set apart as “holy days”
so that we pay particular attention to
their meaning in salvation. Tradition
has marked these days with as much
solemnity as Sundays. As faithful
disciples of Christ, we honor the
obligation to attend Mass and to keep a
joyous ambiance to the day, even if the
holy day falls on a workday.
Upcoming holy days of obligation are
December 8, the Immaculate Conception
of the Virgin Mary (this day signifies that
from the moment of her conception by her
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parents, God preserved Mary free from
all stain of original sin in preparation
for her to be the Mother of Jesus, his
Son) and December 25, the Nativity of
the Lord (the day of Jesus’ birth as true
God and true man). These two days are
always holy days of obligation on which
we are to attend Mass and worship God
in praise and thanksgiving for these key
moments in the life of Christ and his
mother.
Another significant day to keep holy
is January 1, the concluding day of
the Octave of the Nativity. On this
Solemnity the Church honors Mary with
the title Holy Mother of God because
Jesus is both God and man. This
Solemnity is a holy day of obligation
except when January 1 falls on a
Saturday or a Monday. However, even
when the obligation is lifted, we are still
highly encouraged to attend Mass so
that together with all of the Church we
give praise to God for choosing Mary to
be the Mother of his Son Jesus Christ.
Honoring the holy days—both those
of obligation and those when the
obligation is lifted—by attending Mass
is a part of our living out the Third
Commandment of keeping Sunday and
other significant days holy and sacred
to the Lord. The keeping holy of such
days comes from the earliest days of
the Church. What a beautiful tradition
to keep and to pass on to the next
generations!

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

OUTREACH MINISTRY

OUR LADY OF HOPE
CLINIC
By Blaine Hechimovich,
OLHC Development Director

Our Lady of Hope Clinic (OLHC)—the
best kept secret in Madison that was
never intended to be kept a secret—has
been serving the Madison community for
over 12 years and is largely unknown. It
is the aim of the staff of OLHC to spread
the word of their incredible mission.
St. Maria Goretti Parish and Our Lady
of Hope Clinic have been community
partners for two years, yet few people in
the area know of the life-changing work
being accomplished at the clinic. OLHC is
a bright spot of hope in an often dark and
confusing world of medical care. Below is
a quick summary of the mission of OLHC
and how they serve the under-served in
the Madison community.

DIRECT PRIMARY CARE
Direct Primary Care (DPC) is a medical
clinic model that improves access
to healthcare through a simple, flat,
affordable membership fee. A memberpatient pays a monthly fee and receives
direct and personal primary care from
their “personal physician.” No insurance,
co-pay, or deductible is associated with
this model. You simply pay for your care
and receive it when you need it from
one of OLHC’s licensed primary care
physicians.

PRO-LIFE SPECIALTY CARE
The OLHC doctors are trained in
specialty care that upholds both the
Catholic tradition of healthcare and Prolife values. Dr. Mike Kloess is certified in
NaPro Technology that provides Pro-life,
natural solutions to women’s health
issues and infertility. Dr. Liz Larson is
trained to provide pre and post-natal
care, as well as delivery services. All of
this care is available to paying memberpatients and uninsured patients seeking
free care.

www.stmariagoretti.org

FREE CARE TO THE UNINSURED
The great value of our DPC model is
that it allows for the opportunity to
subsidize free care to the uninsured.
Any membership fees not utilized
for a particular member’s personal
care is moved forward to offset the
clinic’s expenses to provide free care
to uninsured patients. This care
is additionally offset by external
fundraising support from individuals
and organizations who recognize the
important value in providing free
care to those in need. In 2021 OLHC
will see its busiest year of care to the
uninsured with over 1200 patient visits
throughout the year.

A HISTORY OF SUCCESS
Our Lady of Hope Clinic is not new,
though this may be the first time
you’ve heard of it. OLHC has operated
for over 12 years and seen over 10,000
uninsured patients for free during
that time. The clinic is one of the first
DPC clinics in the Madison area and
is the only non-profit DPC clinic that
provides charity care to the uninsured
in the Eastern United States. OLHC has
been able to accomplish all of this with
relatively slim exposure. Imagine what
happens when people begin to learn of
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the long-term positive impact clinics
like OLHC have on communities. In
2020 alone, OLHC’s free care saved
ERs and Urgent Care Centers over
$300,000.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS
OLHC has been saving lives and
improving the quality of life for the
uninsured for over a decade and
people are first finding out about it
now. If you are one of the new ones,
Welcome! OLHC is here for you.
Visit www.ourladyofhopeclinic.org
for more information on options for
membership care or to support OLHC
in its mission of hope to the underserved.

“Listen, my beloved
brothers. Did not God
choose those who are poor
in the world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the
kingdom that he promised
to those who love him?”
- James 2:5
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PARISH NEWS

Congratulations to our
newly married couples
Jessica Walker and
Kyle Haen
August 28, 2021
Sarah Northenscold and
Kevin Wondrash
November 6, 2021
Graciously pour out upon these
couples, O Lord, the Spirit of your love,
to make them one heart and one soul,
so that nothing whatever may divide
those you have joined and no harm
come to those you have filled
with your blessing.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
STACY TRAMERI
Tell us a little bit about yourself.
I’m 39 and married to my
husband, Matt. We have a
dog named Bethany. I enjoy
going on walks and hikes and
watching the Badgers, Brewers,
and Packers.
How did you get involved with SMG?
I was originally a member in 2006 and
then I left because I moved to the east
side of Madison to be closer to work.
I came back to SMG about 10 years later.
After I rejoined, I discovered SMG’s
young adult group. My husband and I got
married at SMG in December of 2018.
What is your favorite part about the
SMG community?
My favorite part of SMG is the ability
to be involved in many different ways,
meet new people, and make friends.
In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?
I joined the Young Adults group after
becoming involved in their Monday
night sports league. I eventually took
on the role of Marketing Coordinator

for the group. In that position, I
sent the weekly emails, created
events on Facebook, and
welcomed new parishioners
to the Young Adults group
(we recently transitioned
this role to a new member). In
the young adults group, I also
organize and lead one of the women’s
small groups. I am also a volunteer for
Coffee and Donuts after the 9 a.m. Mass.
Why is it important to you to volunteer?
Volunteering is important because it
allows SMG to continue to offer all the
programs, opportunities, and groups
for parishioners to be involved in.
Without our volunteers, programs and
events can’t happen.
Why would you recommend that
others get involved at SMG?
Every time I have volunteered at SMG,
everyone is very friendly, welcoming,
and encouraging. SMG has many
opportunities to share your talents
within the parish community and to
serve others.

QUEEN OF AMERICAS
MISSION IN CAMBRIA
The seasonal workers in Cambria
have returned to their homes, most
of them in southeast Texas. They are
greatly appreciative of everything
that SMG has done to help provide for
them a place to pray and worship at
the Queen of Americas Mission.

CRIBBAGE AND
EUCHRE NIGHT
In August, the Young
Adults and Carefree Years
hosted a Cribbage and
Euchre Night. Everyone
had a great time!

Mass was held weekly from mid-June
through October 3. Also, the community
gathered every Wednesday evening to
pray the rosary and, on August 25, they
had a holy hour with adoration.

For more information
about our parish groups,
visit our website.

Thank you for your support to
make these fellow Catholics
feel at home.
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PARISH NEWS

THE PRACTICE OF TITHING: WHAT, WHY, AND HOW
By Fr. Enan Zelinski, Parochial Vicar

“Tithing” is the practice
of giving a portion of
our livelihood, usually done through
financial giving, in support of the
Church and her apostolic works. This
comes from the old Jewish tradition
of giving one tenth (a tithe) to the
Levitical tribe of priests to support the
Temple worship and sacrifice. While
we as Catholics are not under the same
law as the Jewish people, we still have
“the obligation to provide for the needs
of the Church, so that the Church
has available to it those things which
are necessary for divine worship, for
apostolic and charitable work and for
the worthy support of its ministers”
(Code of Canon Law, 222).
The reasons why tithing is a good
practice are many, but there are
two specifically worth highlighting
here: one practical, one spiritual.
The first and practical reason why
tithing is beneficial is precisely what
was described above: it provides for
the material needs of the Church by
supporting divine worship and the

apostolic and charitable endeavors of
the parish community.
The important spiritual benefit of
tithing is that it helps to remind us
that we are not the Lord of our life.
All we have received comes from God
and is to be surrendered back to him
out of gratitude and worship for all he
has accomplished in our lives. Because
money gives us great flexibility and
power over our own lives, it is the
greatest competitor to the worship of
God in our hearts. Tithing a portion of
our income to the Church is a spiritual
practice that fights against the
temptation to remain in total control.
Surrendering even a small percentage
of our total wealth reminds us that God
desires to remain at the absolute center
of our life.
How we tithe is rather open-ended.
The primary way is usually through
financial support (think of the
Offertory at Mass or any Capital
Campaigns), but if this is not possible,
giving generously of one’s time or
sharing a particular talent to aid the

Church are both perfectly acceptable
ways to give in support of the Church
and her apostolic works.
Whatever the manner of support
happens to be, God desires that we
give out of a generous and cheerful
spirit, not simply out of a sense of
guilt because Father has begged for
financial support. 2 Corinthians 9:7
adequately sums this up, “Each one
must do as he has made up his mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”

“Each one must do as he
has made up his mind,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

SMG’S DIAPER DRIVE
SMG’s annual Diaper Drive
was a huge success! Our 2nd
graders crushed their goal and
helped collect 12,821 diapers for
Pregnancy Helpline.
Great job 2nd graders, and
thank you SMG families and
community members for your
incredible generosity and
support!

www.stmariagoretti.org
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FAITH FORMATION

MEET OUR YOUNG ADULTS
ZACHARY BADO
I’ve been a parishioner at SMG for about 3 years. I graduated from
UW-Madison in 2018, got a job at Epic, and moved out to Verona.
In college, I was very active in the Catholic community at St. Paul’s;
I was part of a Catholic fraternity, Phi Kappa Theta, and all of my
friends were Catholic. After graduating, that community that I had been a part
of for four years vanished a lot quicker than I imagined. Even though I still lived
only 20 minutes from campus, most of my friends got jobs in other cities and other
states. I went from living in a house with 20 Catholic men to living alone.
I started attending Mass at SMG shortly after moving to Verona. It was close by
and I immediately liked the priests that were there at the time. I heard they had a
young adult group and signed up for the email list. I was hoping this could at least
partially replace the community I had in college.
I went to a few events when I could, but it wasn’t until I attended one of the
planning meetings in 2020 that I became more involved. At that planning meeting,
I volunteered to host a bonfire at my apartment. The event was a huge success and
we had a large turnout. It seems I wasn’t the only one looking for a community.
As we started having events more frequently, I got to know more people. Early in
2021, I joined a men’s group bible study. The group quickly grew to the point where
we needed to split into two groups and I volunteered to lead the second one.
Since joining the SMG young adult community my faith has become stronger.
Attending adoration (Cor Ad Cor) monthly and leading a men’s group bible study
has been more fulfilling than I imagined. I am excited to see what God has
planned for me and this community. Truly, where two or more are gathered in
His name, He is there in the midst of them.

TERESA MANION
I moved to Madison in March of 2019 and for the first three months
lived with a long-time parishioner of St. Maria Goretti. She served as my
initial introduction to the parish and the young adult community here.
What struck me from the first moments interacting with the young adults was the
sense of community. This was a group of people imperfectly striving towards Christ
with open arms to all those who wanted to join in that journey.
Together, we join in adoration monthly at Cor ad Cor and gather in fellowship after
praising the Lord in the Eucharist. So many of us meet weekly in Bible studies to
dissect the Word together.
One of the most beautiful things about this community, is that the fellowship and
friendship does not begin and end with formal Young Adult events. The same young
adults you gather around a fire with are those you see at Sunday Mass and those
you spend time with in your day-to-day life. I’m grateful to have found a community
centered on Christ which facilitated development of friendships. I invite any young
adult in this parish to find some way to participate in this community.

Gatherings - Winter 2021
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FAITH FORMATION

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
MODELS CHRISTIAN MISSION
OF BECOMING A DISCIPLE
By Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator

“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
This mission was not simply given to
the apostles. It is given to each one
of us, and, through this mission, the
Church continues today. In order for us
to make disciples, we must first become
a disciple. It’s not an easy task, but
with the help of the sacraments we are
given the grace necessary to live out this
mission. In preparation for receiving
the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy
Communion, and Confirmation, we
include formation in three key areas of
discipleship – continual learning, prayer,
and service.
Although it is impossible for us to fully
comprehend God in this life, that should
not prevent us from trying, and in doing

so growing
closer to Him. Through knowledge
and understanding of scripture and
Church tradition we can come to better
understand our purpose and God’s plan
for our salvation.
One’s prayer life is essential in this
mission. Prayer can occur in many
forms and the Church is rich in types of
prayer. In sacramental preparation, we
focus on Adoration. Adoration is prayer
in the presence of the exposed Blessed
Sacrament. Why not go straight to the
source of our salvation? Recognizing the
true presence of our Lord and Savior in
the Eucharist is a strong statement of
faith. While in Adoration, any type of
prayer can be practiced, even the simple
act of silence in which we can hear our
Lord speak to us.
As we grow closer to God through
learning and prayer, we begin to see the
face of Jesus in everyone we encounter.
It is then that we are truly able to

become the hands and feet of Jesus. We
don’t simply perform an act of service,
but it becomes an act of charity which
includes love - love of God and love of
neighbor. This love enables us to live a
life of charity in how we see people, treat
people, and speak of people.
In preparation to receive the sacraments
at St. Maria Goretti, students have the
opportunity to practice all these areas
of discipleship. Through this process,
they are well prepared to receive the
sacraments, and the graces given
through the sacraments, to continue on
this mission. Students also understand
that this process is a model for Christian
living and helps them to be well prepared
for every sacrament they receive
throughout their adult lives, not just
when receiving a sacrament for the first
time. Jesus promised to always be with us
and it is through the sacraments that he
keeps His promise.

All Saints and All Souls continued from page 1

be wholly purified of any attachment
and residue of sin and be perfected to
enter heaven. It indeed is our duty and
honor to pray not only for our own loved
ones but also to pray for all the deceased.
We join our individual prayers with the
prayers of the whole Church, praying
for all the faithful departed. Hopefully,
many of us were able to attend Mass on
November 2.
Another traditional prayer for all the
deceased is the following:
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord,
And let perpetual light shine upon them.

www.stmariagoretti.org

May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed
Through the mercy of God rest in peace.
Amen.
It would be good to memorize this
prayer to be able to say it by heart
often. It is a custom in my religious
community that we include this prayer
after the Grace after Meals. Perhaps you
may also want to add this prayer to your
own household table prayers.

where we personally are on the journey
to eternal life. How prepared are we
for the moment of our own death?
What needs reconciling with God and
with others so that we will be ready to
meet God face to face? This month of
November is prime time to attend to
the conversion of mind and heart and to
grow closer to God.
This article was originally published in SMG’s
Spiritual Bulletin on November 1, 2021

November starts with these two days
that focus on eternal life for others. Such
a focus can also spur us on to evaluate
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PARISH LIFE

MAINTENANCE MUSINGS
By Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance

ORA ET LABORA
St. Maria Goretti Parish is blessed
with almost 10 acres of campus and
around 110,000 square feet of facilities
to maintain. Now imagine this was
your personal property, where you
were responsible for every light bulb
that flickered, every bush that needed
trimming, or every sidewalk that
needed shoveling. It is an enormous
responsibility! Luckily, we have a great
maintenance crew and contractors
that keep the place running. Even
with these dedicated people, it takes
even more for the parish facilities
and grounds to flourish. It takes
volunteers.

developing
relationships.
When we are born, we have our family
community. We are a part of many
different communities in our life in
the form of social, family, sports, work,
hobbies, and even virtual communities.
Every person or group that you
follow on social media is a form of
community.

Before you stop reading because
this is just another typical call for
volunteers, hold on. The usual call for
volunteers happens with the facilities
and grounds days in the spring and
fall, which are fun! These consist of
working for a few hours on a Saturday
and getting a bunch of projects done.
While these are great opportunities
to get involved, they are just one-time
events to socialize and work with other
parishioners.

However, take a moment and do an
inventory of the communities that
you spend the most time on, and then
categorize them. Perhaps most of
your time falls into social or virtual
communities. What about your prayer
communities? Do you have a group of
people that will grow and challenge
you in your prayer life? If so, great! If
not, perhaps this exercise has helped
you realize that you spend too much
time in certain communities and not
enough time in a prayer community. If
the latter is true, consider reaching out
to me about joining the group, Ora et
Labora. If you have never heard of this
group until now, it is because I am just
starting it!

One of the most rewarding things in
life is being a part of a community and

Ora et Labora is Latin meaning prayer
and work. This is a very ancient

tradition stemming back from the
desert fathers and made popular by the
father of monasticism, St. Benedict.
The idea behind Ora et Labora is to
create a rhythm to your life that
promotes prayer. My hope is to create
a group that puts prayer and work
into practice, so that you can use these
methods in your everyday life. My plan
is to have some facilities or grounds
task for us to work on. We focus on a
certain type of prayer either before,
during, or after our work.
The following are necessary to commit
to this group:
• About an hour a week
• Interest in prayer and growing in
your faith life
• Interest in helping the parish,
specifically with the facilities and
grounds
For more information, please contact
Josh Bruecken at josh.bruecken@
stmariagoretti.org or 608.268.2972

PARISH LIBRARY
SMG’s Parish Library is getting restocked with many new
donated books. If you haven’t visited the Parish Library
in a while, wander over to the bookshelves, located in the
church corridor between the church and the parish hall,
and check them out!
For more information about the Parish Library, visit our
website at www.stmariagoretti.org.
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WHAT’S NEW IN MUSIC MINISTRY?
By Marco Melendez, Director of Music

MUSIC MINISTRY CONTINUES
TO SEEK NEW MEMBERS
The ensembles of SMG continue to seek
new members to join our ranks. The year
has begun strong and our choirs are now
in preparation for the coming Advent
and Christmas season. Should you be
interested in joining an ensemble, please
visit our music ministry webpage on the
parish website. There, you will be able
to find more information pertaining to
each ensemble, its rehearsal schedule,
and more.

SOURCE AND SUMMIT
MISSALETTES
St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church
is proud to partner with Source and
Summit, a new company founded by
church musician and liturgist Adam
Bartlett, as we introduce our new
annual missalettes. This Source and
Summit Missalette has been designed
to help elevate the church’s liturgies
while fostering an authentic liturgical

renewal in our parish community. All
of our hymns, propers, psalms, and
gospel acclamations that have been
sung in Mass throughout the past
five months have been provided by
Source and Summit through it’s online
digital platform and will be present
in this new annual Missalette. Also
found in this single book are the full
readings for all Sunday liturgies and
other holy days of obligation. Daily
Mass propers, psalmody, and readings
are also provided in this single source.
At the core of “the repertoire found in
this missalette are the time-tested and
theologically reliable English hymns that
are approved for liturgical use, and a
collection of hymns from the Liturgy of
the Hours in English, also set to familiar
tunes.” (Source and Summit, 2021)

ANNUAL MISSALETTES VS.
A HARDBOUND BOOK

In 2025, the Catholic Church is slated
to release a new translation of the
lectionary. When that time comes, new
hardbound missal and hymnal will also
be made available. Until then, this new
and remarkable resource will allow our
parish to continue moving forward in
our liturgical life.
If you have any questions about our
music ministry or about joining one of
our ensembles, don’t hesitate to contact
Director of Music, Marco Antonio
Melendez, at music@stmariagoretti.org
or 608-268-2976.

You may wonder why our parish opted to
use an annual Missalette as opposed to a
single permanent hardbound book?

DID YOU KNOW?
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

WHERE DO OUR CHRISTMAS
TREES COME FROM?
Each year, St. Maria Goretti’s church
sanctuary is decorated with an
abundant display of beautiful trees
for Christmas.
We get the trees from a small tree
farm near Baraboo, Wisconsin, owned
by Frank Adamski and his wife. Our
pastor and a few church members
head to the tree farm to pick out and
cut the trees. A few days later, a larger

www.stmariagoretti.org

crew of parishioners drive out to the
tree farm to load the trees on a flatbed
trailer, furnished by Bruce’s Gardens
of Middleton.
Once they arrive at the church, the
crew begins hauling the trees into
the sanctuary and putting them into
the stands. Afterwards, another crew
decorates the trees with lights. This
tradition began in 1996, when Fr. Mike
Burke was pastor of St. Maria Goretti,
and it continues today!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENTS

DATE

Giving Tree - Virtual

Nov 13 - Dec 5

Cor ad Cor

Fri, Dec 3

Immaculate Conception
Wed, Dec 8
		
Men’s Advent Retreat

Dec 3-4

Women’s Advent Retreat

Dec 10-11

Christmas Tree Set Up

Sat, Dec 18

TIME

7 p.m.
6:30 and 8 a.m.
12:15 and 5:15 p.m.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Confessions
30 minutes before every Mass
Tuesday and Thursday - 4 - 7 p.m.

6 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more
event details and the most up-to-date information about future
events, as well as our current liturgical schedule.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24
4:30 p.m.* - Vigil Mass of Christmas
7 p.m. - Vigil Mass of Christmas
9 p.m. - Festival of Lessons and Carols
10 p.m. - Christmas Mass of the Night
Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25
7, 9 and 11 a.m. - Masses of the Day
*Mass will also be live streamed on YouTube.
To see the full schedule visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org.

