
St. Maria Goretti - Home & School Association Agenda
November 3, 2021

Members Present
School Members
Fr Scott Emerson
Bob Schell
Jacquelyn Grochowski
Heather Kandiko

Parent Members
Brian Golden
Christine Hammond
Laura Pfahler
Alecia Jacobson
Tiffany Golden
Eric Storck
Emily Moenck
Dan Tenney
Jason Phipps

Not present
Lisa Conwell
Julie Henrickson

Parents in Attendance
Brian Bircher
Tony Martinelli
Tom O’Day

1. Call to Order & Opening Prayer
2. Secretary’s Report

-All agendas have been approved and posted on the website. Laura asked if parents
attend the HSA meetings and want to add to the agenda, please state their name for
note taking.



3. Principal’s Report
-Mrs. G and I have researched staff, student, and family surveys. We’re in the process of
putting together a staff survey around selected themes.
-We have hired two staff to job-share our Art classes. Courtney Jablonski for K-4, and
Margaret Forstek for grades 5-8. Together they have 36 years of elementary and middle
school Art teaching experience.

-Report Cards are being revised and are set to launch November 5.
-Parent+Teacher Conferences are November 9-10. Potluck being provided by parents.
-Teachers voted for 1/2 Zoom + 1/2 In-Person to accommodate families. Grade 4
families were notified that their conferences will be in a few weeks with the new
teachers, Mr. Meinholz (starting November 4) and Ms. Emmel (starting November 11).
-Grade 8 Volleyball Tournament this Saturday to finish up the fall sports season.
-Basketball registration is set and those coaches are meeting with Athletic Director, Ben
Stuart. Ben has done a great job in his first year and things have been very organized.
-During our last faculty meeting, staff provided feedback for what they need around their
ideas you have for us to move forward in these areas:

● Feeling safer in approaching the admin.
● Learning more about the Mass.
● Natural Staff Gatherings to build camaraderie.

-Thanks for the Trunk or Treat, families said it was a great event.

4. Teacher’s Report
-There has been an anonymous donation made for classroom teachers. The donation
would be shared between the 2 grade level teachers.
-Ms. Kandiko emailed all the teachers again to see what they need in their classrooms
and/or things they would like to be brought up at the meeting.
-Asks: Teachers Pay Teachers gift cards would be greatly appreciated, brought up at the
last meeting. This type of gift card has not been given before and seems like an exciting
idea for the staff. Ms. Kandiko suggested $15 per teacher (could amount to around
$420). We could give everyone a gift card for a value amount and those who don’t need
it could give it to someone else.
Ms. Hovland received gift cards for chapter books but could use some more.
Ms. Begs could use about 20 noise canceling headphones (possibly could be shared).

Teacher Fundraising Plan: Idea for a drive thru Support The Teachers and Fill Your Coffee Cup
event. Parents donate cash (donations can be online too) to a fund to help teacher needs in the
classroom and then receive a cup of coffee. Plan to have this event on Thursday, November 18
at the drop off time. Coffee and donations would be given at the church circle. All members
agreed to do this event.

5. Treasurer’s Report



-No updated financial expenses. Oktoberfest payments have been submitted to Lisa and
it will be updated for the next meeting.

6. Committee Reports
a. Social Committee Report
-Oktoberfest did cover all our expenses (tent, drinks, food) and made $250 with ticket
sales and extra donations. Eric Fleming provided the music and HSA would like to get
him a Script gift card for $100. All were in agreement of doing this.
- Signs by Caitlin is hosting a Moms Night Out Christmas Craft event on December 16
at 6:00 (revised date) This will be a fundraiser for the school.
b. Enrichment Report
-STEM project for CSW (out of house) is in the process of being researched and booked.
Christine has talked to places about doing it during school hours. Randy Peterson (in
house) has been booked for CSW. This came in under budget. Funds from Enrichment
could be moved around if needed.
c. Development Committee Report
-Eric is meeting with the script coordinator tomorrow to discuss what we need for next
year.
d. Public Relations Report
-More internally focused right now than externally focused. Dan and Jason are hoping to
plan more social events that bring the school community together, like Oktoberfest and
Trunk or Treat.
e. Room Parent Coordinator Report
-Also thinking of down the road community events.
-Conference dinner sign ups are available and we are still looking for some spots to be
filled.
-Teacher birthdays are going well. Specials teachers are receiving gifts more on time this
year.
-Kindness committee is going well. We are planning to start again in January, and will
resend a sign up after the holidays.
-Christmas luncheon for the teachers will be a seated, catered lunch from 11:00-1:00 on
December 15 in the Parish Hall. Emily will pick up lunches from Monty’s Blue Plate Diner
and bring them here. Teachers will have classroom coverage to be in the space during
this time. Staff  will get a menu later in the month and then get invites as a reminder.
HSA  will be asking for funds and volunteers for this event.
-Halloween parties were a great success and christmas parties will be planned soon!

7. Christmas School Community Event
a. Gingerbread Home craft
-December family event is to have a gingerbread house making event.  Clasen’s Bakery
makes a kit with house, treats, and icing for $40. Emily and Julie would like to have a
Sunday in December to do this for the school community. It would be held in the Parish
Hall. Kids would be seated and making the houses, while adults supervise.  Date set for
Sunday, December 5 from 2:00-4:00. May need more space if a lot of people want to
attend. Information will go out to families this week. Families need to sign up prior to the



event. Clasen’s knows this would be a large order. Possibility of this being a school
fundraiser if Clasen’s charges us less for the kits.

8. Other Business
-Eric asked for a Lunch program update: Administration has been talking with different
caterers to get a reasonable price and get the cost down for lunches.  $3.80 was the
cost in the previous school year. At the beginning of this year, we were using the DPI
government program to pay for lunch and for the people working in the cafeteria. We
have learned that other schools are having issues providing hot lunch programs.
Administration is looking into not using the DPI program because we do not have the
staff to do it and it comes with other issues, causing some schools to have stepped away
from this program due to the difficulty of it and how you cook meals. It could be possible
to use a caterer who makes lunches for other schools and have a similar menu to other
schools. Free and reduced lunches would still be offered with a new caterer. Free
lunches are being provided right now for those students who need it. Mrs. G has been
buying lunches and receiving reimbursement.
-No other open agenda items presented.

9. Close: 7:21 Christine motioned to adjourn,  Brian seconded.


