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A DAY AT LOVE BEGINS HERE
By Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator

It is 6 a.m. and the diocesan Love 
Begins Here Core Team of young adults 
gather for their daily morning meeting. 
They are joined at 6:20 a.m. by the 
lead missionaries (adult chaperones). 
The next 20 minutes consist of prayer, 
reminders, a review of the schedule for 
the day, and our worksite assignments.

Now the real fun begins! The lead 
missionaries and core team members 
wake up the high school students, 
who are sleeping on the f loors in the 
SMG school classrooms. We witness a 
miracle—50+ teenagers get ready for 
Mass, eat breakfast, and pack their 
lunch and bag for the day in time for the 
daily missionary meeting at 7:30 a.m.

We start the meeting with a little cardio 
activity (this summer’s favorite was 
learning the famous line dance from 
the movie Footloose), get inspiration 
from St. Mother Teresa, and learn some 
helpful worksite tips. This time is filled 
with smiles and laughter, and it is not 
even 8 a.m. yet!

After being spiritually fed at the 8 a.m. 
Mass, we are ready for our work to begin. 
We arrive at the different worksites by 
9:30 a.m. Our work included painting 
projects, garage cleaning, yard work, 
helping at the Pregnancy Helpline, 
headstone cleaning at Resurrection 
Cemetery, and several projects at SMG. 
We finish our work around 3:30 p.m.

High school students at Love Begins Here before heading to morning Mass.
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Pastor

As summer comes to an end, we have much to be grateful for and much to 
look forward to. This issue of Gatherings highlights some of the activities 

over the summer and upcoming opportunities in our parish ministries and programs.

In June, we honored Sr. Denise as we celebrated her 50th Jubilee. She has shown 
incredible commitment and dedication to our Lord through 50 years of giving each day 
of her life. Sr. Denise lives as a witness to the fidelity and love of God for our parish and 
for each one of us. We certainly cherish her presence at SMG.

We hosted two weeks of Love Begins Here in July. Our middle school and high school 
teens had a wonderful week, filled with prayer, service, and fellowship. The teens 
began their day in prayer, completed service projects for many of our parishioners, and 
concluded their day with witness talks, adoration, and devotions. The enthusiasm and 
faithfulness of these young people continues to fill our parish with joy.

This summer we said goodbye to our parochial vicars, Fr. Tony and Fr. Bill, and 
congratulated them on their future parish communities. We will forever be grateful to 
God for their devoted service to our parish community and all that they have sacrificed 
for His holy church.

We welcomed a new parochial vicar to our parish, Fr. Enan Zelinski. I’ve gotten to 
know Fr. Enan through his years in seminary and we spent a number of years together 
studying in Rome. We are honored to welcome Fr. Enan, who is an affable, talented 
young man, with a priestly zeal for souls.

We look forward to the return of our students as we offer full in-person learning this 
year. This summer, Mr. Bob Schell has come on board as our new school principal. He 
comes to us with nineteen years experience as an educator. For the past eight years, 
he has served as the principal of Elm Lawn Elementary School of the Middleton-Cross 
Plains School District, a Top 10 Ranked elementary school in the State of Wisconsin.

We also announced the selection of our new assistant principal, our very own 
Jacquelyn Grochowski. She started working at SMG as a teacher’s assistant and most 
recently served as a kindergarten teacher. She brings more than 18 years of experience 
teaching in a Catholic elementary school and we are excited that she is joining the 
school’s administrative team.

During our summer Marriage Covenant weekends, we sought to inspire married 
couples to greater understanding and appreciation for their wedding vows. Through 
the new marriage prep program, called Witness to Love, we were able to provide our 
engaged couples with the support they need to have a strong and healthy marriage.

This year, we will offer all the prayer, fellowship, and service components in our 
Family Catechesis program. We are excited to build upon the program that we started 
last year and found to be so successful.

Please know of my continued prayers for all of you. Through the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
help us to live in you and for you and grant your blessings upon all who are connected 
to St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church.

God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Pastor

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. Maria 
Goretti? We are always looking for more images 
to post on social media, in the bulletin, or in 
Gatherings. Please Email your photos to Kristin 
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org, 
for the chance for your photo to appear online 
or in our print materials.

Thanks to all the donors and 
volunteers who made the American 
Red Cross Blood Drive at SMG in 
June a success.

Fr. Scott, Mr. Schell, and staff 
participated in a small procession 
through the school and prayed as 
Fr. Scott blessed the school.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

The K4 Farmers Market was held 
at SMG in June. It was great to see 
everyone walk through the market 
and shop the local vendors.
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By Bob Schell, Principal

OUR TEAM
St. Maria Goretti Catholic School has a 
staff that is dedicated to the spiritual, 
academic, and social-emotional growth 
of every child, every day. Great planning 
and care is given to provide a Christ-
centered community where both 
students and staff thrive. 

During the 2020-2021 school year, our 
teachers devoted their time, effort, and 
talents to creatively provide what every 
student needed in the midst of this 
COVID-19 pandemic. Virtual teaching 
and learning proved challenging. Our 
teachers went the extra mile in meeting 
the diverse needs of our students. We 
are thankful to our SMG teachers and 
staff for all they do to make SMG a 
school where every student wants to 
attend, and every parent wants to send 
their child(ren).

KEEPING OUR STUDENTS SAFE
Last year we prioritized keeping our 
students, families, and staff safe. 
We continue this focus on safety with 
a reopening plan modeled around 

last year’s protocols developed by 
the administrative team: Healthy 
Classrooms, Healthy Buildings, Healthy 
Policies, Healthy Schedules, Healthy 
Activities, and Healthy Choices. 

Also similar to last year, we continue 
mitigation strategies: students grouped 
in cohorts, monitoring symptoms, 
physical distancing, stringent cleaning 
regimens, and increased hand-washing. 

WELCOMING NEW STAFF
We are pleased to welcome back two 
staff that are returning to SMG: Katie 
Bergs (School Counselor) and Lori 
Barker (Grade 2). We also recognize 
veteran SMG staff in new roles: June 
Machoian (Reading Specialist) and 
Jacquelyn Grochowski (Assistant 
Principal). Last, we welcome eight 
new staff to SMG: Abby Schumacher 
(Preschool Teacher), Sarah Berceau 
(Grade 3), Kori Earl (Grade 4), Sarah 
Hodkiewicz (Learning Resource), 
Heather Curtis (Physical Education), 
Stephany Chazaro (Administrative 
Assistant), Ben Stuart (Athletic Director), 
and Bob Schell (Principal). 

WELCOMING NEW STUDENTS
We are currently in the enrollment 
process for the 2021-2022 school year. 
We have some openings and would love 
to share more information with you 
about our amazing school. Please call 
the office at 608-271-7551 to set up a tour. 
For more information, visit our website 
and Facebook page.

LIVING IN FAITH
Our school motto is Living in Faith, 
Growing in Character, Loving Each Other. 
In recognizing the importance of 
grounding ourselves in our Catholic 
identity, we are excited to announce our 
theme for the 2021-2022 school year, 
“Living in Faith.”

May we pray together in this Year of St. 
Joseph, through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, that our staff and 
students and families are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and answer His call to grow 
in faith. St. Maria Goretti, pray for us!

SCHOOL NE WS

MEET BOB - SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
From a family of 
educators, Bob Schell 
began teaching 
in 2002. Upon 
completing his 

Bachelor’s in Elementary and Middle Level 
Education at UW-Madison, he earned a 
Master’s in Educational Leadership and a 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
certification from Viterbo University.

His background includes eleven years of 
classroom teaching, two at the elementary 
level and nine in the middle school setting, 
during which time he coached high 

school and middle school sports. Bob’s 
experiences and training include a strong 
emphasis in reading, writing, and math 
instruction. Prior to becoming a principal, 
he was a teacher trainer for CPM Math.

Most recently, he served eight years as 
principal at the same school where he 
completed his student teaching, Elm Lawn 
Elementary School of the Middleton-Cross 
Plains Area School District. 

What excites him most about joining this 
faith-filled community of St. Maria Goretti 
is the strong history of providing students 
with rigorous academic standards, 

worship and service opportunities, and 
guidance and support toward healthy 
personal and spiritual growth.

Bob and his wife, Lisa, enjoy spending 
time with their family. Together they have 
six kids, most of whom attend Saint Maria 
Goretti School.

Outside of school, he enjoys reading, 
playing fetch with his goldendoodle, fly 
fishing, and coaching youth sports.

LIVING IN FAITH
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THE FUNERAL MASS: PRAYING FOR OUR 
BELOVED DEAD
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

Since the beginning of the Christian 
faith, the Mass has been prayed at the 
time of death of a loved one. The Mass 
is the greatest connection we have with 
Christ himself who suffered death and 
was buried. In the Mass, the Church 
on earth is united with the heavenly 
Church, that is, with all the saints and 
angels and all who have gone before us, 
who are interceding to Christ on behalf 
of the deceased. The Church on earth 
and the heavenly realm are praying 
for the loved one—that all sins may 
be forgiven, the soul may be purified, 
and the loved one may be received into 
eternal life with God. 

The funeral Mass is the greatest gift we 
can give a Catholic at the time of death. 
The Order of Christian Funerals (OCF) 
gives us reassurance of this great gift. 
The OCF states that the purpose of the 
funeral Mass is “to offer worship, praise, 
and thanksgiving to God for the gift 
of life which has now been returned 
to God…” (OCF 5) In the funeral Mass, 
the Church commends the dead to 
God’s merciful love and prays for the 
forgiveness of their sins. (OCF 6) Though 
separated by death, the deceased is still 
“one with the community of believers on 
earth and benefit from their prayers and 
intercession.” (OCF 6)

The funeral Mass is par excellence of 
all the ways of turning to God in our 
sorrow and mourning. We are consoled 
by the Word of God in the Scriptures 
and are sustained in the Eucharist as we 
grieve. Faith is strengthened through 
the mystery of the Sacrifice of the Mass 
where Christ continually offers to his 
Father the sacrifice of his life. 

There is no part of human suffering 
and sorrow that Christ does not know. 
Through the prayer of the priest and 
people gathered at the funeral Mass, a 
profound union with Christ’s suffering 
and death occurs as well as being able 
to enter more deeply into the mystery of 
Christ’s resurrection. Through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, he has broken 
the chains of sin and death. 

The funeral Mass with the body in the 
casket is the Church’s preferred way. It 
is a very visual reminder of the impact 
of death and of the promise of the 
resurrection of the body at the end of 
time. In the context of a funeral Mass, 
there is the strong message that death is 
not the end; it is the gateway to eternal 
life with God.

At the time of the death of a loved one, 
there are so many details to take care of. 
Everything can be quite overwhelming. 
If possible, planning ahead of time for 
one’s funeral Mass can be quite helpful 
to the family members left behind. Our 
parish liturgy office can help you with 
any questions and with pre-planning for 
a Catholic funeral Mass. 

Also, it is a strong Catholic tradition in 
the weeks and months after the death 
of loved ones to have Masses offered 
for them that they may have eternal 
life with God in heaven. Such Mass 
Intentions can be arranged with our 
parish office at 608-271-7421 or arranged 
via our website at stmariagoretti.org 
under Worship.

 

Rest in Peace
+

Peter J. Aspinwall 
March 31, 2020

James L. Collins 
May 5, 2021

Genevieve Lewis 
May 29, 2021

Sandra Woodard 
June 6, 2021

Kenneth Buczak 
June 15, 2021

John B. Nowick 
July 1, 2021

James Hampel 
July 25, 2021

Anthony Fiore 
August 12, 2021

+

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord; and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

In August, we congratulated newly 
baptized, Morgan, and her family and 
were overjoyed to welcome her into 
the Church and the SMG community.
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OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

PRO LABORE DEI - FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
IN MADISON
By Jim Flad, PLD-Madison Branch Coordinator

Pro Labore Dei (PLD), which means 
“For the Labor of God,” is a Catholic 
Apostolate founded by Sr. Stella Maris in 
Ibadan, Nigeria, in 1990. It was formed 
as a response to God’s call to “go out into 
the streets and slum areas where people 
are suffering and look after the poor”. 
With very little money, Sr. Stella went 
out and began the work. Soon, others 
joined her. With God’s help, branches 
were established all over her country and 
neighboring African nations.

In Nigeria, PLD feeds the hungry, 
distributes clothing, visits prisoners, 
cares for orphans, provides health 
services to the poor, and provides 
education and religious services. Sr. 
Stella is known to many in her country 
as the “Mother Teresa of Nigeria.”

Later, Sr. Stella said, “God told me to 
come to America.” In 2001, Sr. Stella took 
her first trip to the United States and 
established PLD branches in Madison 
and in Las Vegas. During subsequent 
trips, she set up branches in five other 
cities in the United States. Pro Labore 
Dei is now a worldwide organization.

On September 25, 2003, Sr. Stella asked 
PLD-Madison branch member, Jim 
Flad, to go out on the streets and feed 
the hungry. The next day, which was a 
Friday, Jim and another branch member, 
Idalys Diaz Munez, attended Mass and 
then headed to State Street with some 
uncertainty in their steps carrying 

twelve bag lunches. With God’s help, they 
encountered one homeless person after 
another who thanked them for the food. 

With only three bag lunches remaining, 
they spotted three men sitting on a park 
bench. They approached the men and 
asked how they were doing. The men 
replied they had not had anything to 
eat since yesterday. All three were very 
thankful for the food and said “God bless 
you.” One of the men stood up and said he 
wanted to give them something in return. 
So, he began singing Amazing Grace in a 
beautiful voice right there on the street.

Since that date, PLD-Madison branch 
members have not missed a single Friday 
feeding the hungry people in downtown 
Madison. Soon after that, they began 
to go out on Saturdays as well. To date, 
over 168,000 meals have been given 
out along with thousands of socks and 
toiletries. For years, the distribution took 
place outside in Peace Park or just off 
the Capitol Square. Later, they used the 
Holy Redeemer School building to offer 
a hot meal to the hungry. Currently, PLD 
serves food at The Beacon homeless day 
resource center in Madison.

Besides feeding the hungry, some PLD 
members visit and correspond with 
prisoners. Additionally, some members 
visit and pray with the elderly people 
in nursing homes. PLD also sponsors 
the collection of “Used Shoes for the 
Homeless” at SMG. (photo above)

No Labor of God can bear true fruit 
unless it is bathed in prayer. Every first 
Friday of the month, PLD members 
gather to pray and sing at the PLD-
Madison Chapel. They also have three 
annual retreats: Lenten retreat, Advent 
retreat, and five-day silent retreat.

For more information about Pro Labore 
Dei, visit prolaboredei.org or contact Jim 
Flad, PLD-Madison branch coordinator 
at 608-833-5472 or jff lad17@gmail.com. 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me”
- Matthew 25:35

 

Congratulations to our newly married couples
Anna Crapser and Reed Harmon 

April 15, 2021

Grace McGrath and Garrett Sutton 
April 24, 2021

Amanda Krueger and Joseph Andreroni 
May 15,2021

Catelyn Knecht and Matthew Savatski 
May 22, 2021

Katlyn Gerken and Travis Pischel 
May 29, 2021

Abbey Foulker and Bennett Wiedenbeck 
June 5, 2021

Ariel Fowler and Michael Jay 
June 11, 2021

Annie Barta and Spencer Sellner 
July 17, 2021

Elena Smith and Lucas Bergeson 
July 24, 2021
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WITNESS TO LOVE – THE JOY OF LOVE, 
THE JOY OF THE CHURCH
By Denise Gorman, Marriage Prep Coordinator

As a parish community, we work for 
the development of sound and lasting 
foundations for successful marriages, 
centered in Christ. Through marriage 
preparation and continuing support for 
marriage, we aim to provide couples 
with the spiritual resources and 
practical tools they need for a strong 
and healthy marriage, not only as 
newlyweds, but for a lifetime.

Beginning in spring 2020, St. Maria 
Goretti Parish has made a renewed 
effort to minister to engaged couples 
as they prepare for marriage. The 
Witness to Love program is a parish-
based preparation plan that makes use 
of a mentor couple (similar to an RCIA 
sponsor) to draw an engaged couple into 
the life of the parish. The program asks 
the engaged couple to choose and seek 
out a mentor couple from the parish. 
The mentor couple walks through the 
engaged couple’s preparation journey 
with them, and provides support and 
modeling of Catholic marriage. 

When we first implemented Witness to 
Love, we were concerned that choosing a 
mentor couple might be difficult for the 
bride and groom – what if they didn’t 
know anyone in the parish? How would 
they feel reaching out to someone to ask 
them to serve such a vital role? We have 
been pleased to see, however, that this 
has gone rather smoothly. 

We have helped our engaged couples 
make connections with mentors who 
will draw them into the life of the parish 
and, thus, into the life of the Church. 

Any couple who has been married at 
least five years and who attends Mass 
weekly can potentially serve as a mentor 
couple. An engaged couple is asked 
to seek out a mentor couple whose 
marriage they admire. If you and your 
spouse are approached by one of our 
engaged couples, prayerfully consider 
this important ministry – they’ve seen 
something in your marriage that they’d 
like to work towards! Our mentor couples 
have seen how walking with an engaged 
couple is fruitful for their own marriages 
as they grow the virtues essential in 
married life. Working together, both 
couples delve deeper into parish life as 
they are engaged in the community and 
nourished by the Eucharist.

Through the Witness to Love 
program, we are beginning to see 
beautiful, lasting relationships build 
– relationships that will connect our 
engaged couples and our mentor 
couples to our parish for a lifetime.

For more information on Witness to 
Love, visit witnesstolove.org.

“As a mentor couple, we 
have really appreciated 
growing in friendship with 
our engaged couples. Every 
Sunday, we enjoy being 
able to introduce them to 
more people in the parish, 
which helps us all feel more 
plugged in and makes us 
enjoy coming to Mass 
even more.”
- Brian & Kristin Preisler

Love Begins Here continued from page 1

A hard day’s work is rewarded by fun 
time at the Middleton pool—and a 
shower of course. Clean and refreshed, 
we return to SMG for some free time 
before we pray the rosary. Again, we are 
spiritually fed and now we need to feed 
our stomachs.

Our teens prep and prepare our 
homemade meals daily. Dinner is filled 
with laughter, storytelling and getting 

to know new friends. The pure joy of 
the missionaries never ceases to amaze 
anyone who witnesses it!

The day ends with Collatio, which means 
“bringing together.” We share how we 
saw God in our day. Hearing the teen 
missionaries share their witness to God 
in their life is very uplifting. Then we all 
go into the church to pray and meditate 
on our day. Such peace and joy are felt 

after a long day of service and fun as we 
kneel in silence. 

Afterwards, we gather in our parish 
group to wrap up our day. Friendships 
are strengthened and an LBH bond 
is formed—and it is a strong one! It 
is 10 p.m. and we prepare for bed in 
anticipation for another day of Love 
Begins Here.
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To read more about these stories and more, visit www.stmariagoretti.org/blog.

VISIT THE SMG BLOG

LIFE AS A SUMMER 
SEMINARIAN AT SMG
By Mark Foley, Summer Seminarian

I breathed a sigh of relief as the car 
pulled into the hospital parking ramp. 
I opened the car door, fell to my knees, 
and in the silence of my heart I thanked 
God for keeping me safe. For the second 
time that week, I had survived being a 
passenger in the car of Fr. Tony, a very 
good and holy priest but one who sees 
no value or purpose in stop signs, speed 
limits, driving lanes, or red lights. Once 
my heart rate returned to normal, I got 
up from my knees and proceeded to 
follow Fr. Tony into the hospital.

This was my first week of Clinical 
Pastoral Experience, which is a program 
required by the seminary to give 
seminarians experience ministering in 
a hospital setting. Usually, this is done 
through St. Mary’s hospital, but due to 
COVID, they were not willing to host me 
this year. Fortunately, Fr. Scott was kind 
enough to create a program for me here 
at St. Maria Goretti Parish.

Upon arriving at SMG, I was placed 
under the care of Fr. Tony and was asked 
to shadow him as he visited the sick 
and suffering. He is quite the shadow to 
follow as he has shared with me so many 
amazing stories from his life as a priest.

While shadowing Fr. Tony during these 
weekly hospital visits, I have come to see 
the importance of hope. Hospitals can 
be a very intimidating place. You are 
faced with sickness and death and some 
of life’s most difficult questions. It is in 
these situations that I begin to feel my 
own inadequacy, fears, and brokenness. 
But I have learned that there are 
moments when holding the hand of a 
sick or dying person can mean more to 
them than a theological explanation of 
the meaning of suffering. 

That touch is a touch of hope for 
someone who is afraid to die. I have 
been deeply moved by both Fr. Tony and 
Fr. Scott as I watch them comfort those 
who are in their final hours of life.

Although not all my time was spent 
in the hospital. I have been spoiled 
this summer by living with three 
priests who are all fantastic cooks 
and I have benefited greatly from 
their culinary skills. Fr. Scott also 
entrusted me with the responsibility 
of caring for his beloved garden while 
he was on vacation. Unbeknownst 
to me, I was unaware of a deadly 
plot by the local rabbit community 
to plunder and destroy these beds 
of luscious green vegetation. These 
little fuzzy insurrectionists wasted 
no time in carrying out their deadly 
plans and, despite all my efforts, I was 
outnumbered and could do nothing to 
save the lettuce, beans, or the peas.

If that was the low point of my time 
here, then my high point came when I 
was invited to participate in a Rachel’s 
Vineyard retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard is a 
ministry that seeks to bring healing to 
post abortive men and women. 

I was profoundly touched by the 
vulnerability and honesty of these 
amazing women. I had no idea of the 
amount of shame and pain that so many 
women secretly carry in their hearts and 
it was so beautiful to see the tenderness 
of God’s mercy. This experience did 
more to shape the priestly heart within 
me than all my seminary formation so 
far and I’m deeply grateful that I was 
invited to participate in that.

I’ve also been deeply blessed to meet 
a lot of wonderful people here and 
I’m so grateful for the prayers and 
encouragement that I have received. 
This is a wonderful parish, and I will 
treasure my time at SMG.

“Let us then approach 
God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our 
time of need.”
- Hebrews 4:16
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
JONATHAN BUSCHER
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

I’m 15-years-old and attend 
Memorial High School. I have 
two younger siblings and they 
are twins. I run cross country 
and play clarinet. My favorite 
subjects are math and science.

How did you get involved with SMG? 

I have attended SMG ever since I can 
remember. This summer, I was hoping 
to volunteer somewhere and noticed 
that help was needed at SMG parish. 
So, I reached out to Josh, the Director 
of Facilities and Maintenance, and I 
have been coming in regularly since to 
help him with grounds work around the 
parish and school. I’ve pruned many of 
the bushes, helped with weeding, and 
pitched in on other tasks as needed.

What is your favorite part about 
the SMG community?

Everyone at SMG is very nice 
and willing to talk and answer 
questions. There is a joyful 
atmosphere around this place.

What is the most rewarding 
thing about volunteering?

The most rewarding thing about 
volunteering is the noticeable impact 
I can make on the parish and school 
grounds. I appreciate the landscaping 
more now knowing how much time it 
takes to take care of it. I’ve also learned 
about the different tools and ways of 
using them.

How has SMG impacted your life?

SMG has been very important for me in 
developing my faith and understanding 
of God.

Why is it important to you to volunteer?

I believe it is important to make an 
impact on an organization without being 
compensated for it and doing it to help 
out. Being able to see the difference I am 
making is enough of a reward for me.

Why would you recommend that others 
get involved at SMG?

It’s a good way to build experience and 
see the impact you can make. It also 
fosters appreciation for the amount of 
work it takes to make a parish run.

What are your hopes for the future of 
SMG?

I hope more people will get involved in 
the community, develop the spirit of 
volunteering, and discover the good it 
can do for yourself and others.

CELEBRATION FOR 
SR. DENISE’S 50TH JUBILEE
In June, we celebrated Sr. Denise 
and her 50 years of religious life 
with the Congregation of the 
Sisters of St. Agnes. Sr. Denise 
has done so much for our faith 
community over the past 23 years 
and counting. She is instrumental in 
coordinating our liturgies, providing 
catechesis for adults preparing for 
their initiation sacraments, and 
planning funerals, weddings, and 
baptisms. Thank you, Sr. Denise!

MEET FR. ENAN - PAROCHIAL VICAR
Fr. Enan Zelinski 
began as Parochial 
Vicar at St. Maria 
Goretti on July 
17, 2021. He was 

ordained to the priesthood on June 26, 
2020, by Bishop Donald Hying at St. 
Maria Goretti.

Fr. Enan is originally from Ixonia, 
Wisconsin, and is one of seven 
children. He was home schooled until 
he graduated high school and then 
spent two years at the University 
of St. Thomas studying Electrical 
Engineering before hearing the call to 
the priesthood during his sophomore 
year. While in seminary, Fr. Enan 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Seton 
Hall University in South Orange, New 
Jersey. He then attended the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross in Rome 
where he earned a Bachelor’s in Sacred 

Theology before completing a License 
in Sacred Theology at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome.

During his years in seminary, Fr. 
Enan had many different pastoral 
assignments. He served on the Core 
Team for the Love Begins Here 
apostolate, made hospital and home 
visits, assisted at summer bible 
school camps, and taught both First 
Communion and Confirmation 
preparation classes.

Growing up, Fr. Enan played both 
violin and trumpet, which he stills 
enjoys doing in his free time. He also 
participates in the occasional pick-up 
basketball or frisbee game. His other 
favorite activities include cooking, 
reading, and spending time with 
family and friends.
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“THOSE WHO SING ONCE, 
PRAY TWICE”
By Marco Melendez, Director of Music

A NEW CHORAL SEASON BEGINS
The SMG Music Ministry is beginning preparations 
for the 2021-2022 choral season. We are delighted 
to announce that all music ministry programming, 
including all ensembles, will be meeting beginning 
after Labor Day. Participating in the music ministry is 
more than just an enjoyable experience. As ministers of 
the word through music, “singers in the church, even 
when they are laymen, are really taking the place of the 
ecclesiastical choir” (Tra le Sollecitudini- Instruction on 
Sacred Music, Pope Pius X, 1903)

Singers are, therefore, charged with a great responsibility 
for properly preparing to serve as leaders in worship, 
while helping and guiding the congregation, as we all 
place ourselves as an offering on the paten with Christ, at 
the hands of the priest, to the Father. What a wonderfully 
awesome responsibility this is!

REGISTER TODAY
We are continuously seeking new members to our music 
ministry. Please prayerfully consider joining us as we 
begin the 2021-2022 season.

To register online, visit our Music Ministries page at 
stmariagoretti.org and click on the choirs.

OUR CHOIRS
St. Maria Goretti Choir 
Membership: Non-auditioned SATB Choir for singers ages 18 + 
Rehearsals: Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Liturgies: Sundays, 9:00 a.m. (September – June)  
Music Style: Choral & congregational ordinaries, choral anthems, 
 hymnody, psalmody, & propers

Ensemble Novus 
Membership: Non-auditioned, non-obligatory ensemble for singers and 
 instrumentalists ages 14+ 
Rehearsals: Saturdays, 3:45 - 5:00 p.m. 
Liturgies: Saturdays, 5:15 p.m. (September – June) 
Music Style: Contemporary music

Youth Choral Training Program 
Membership: Choral training program for grades 3-8 
Rehearsals: Novice Choristers: Thursdays, 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. 
Liturgies: Sundays, 11:00 a.m. (as assigned) (September – June)  
Music Style: Choral ordinaries & anthems, hymnody, psalmody, & propers

Men’s & Women’s Schola 
Membership: Non-auditioned, chant-based choir, ages 14 + 
Rehearsals: Sundays, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Liturgies: Sundays, 5:15 p.m. (September – June) 
Music Style: Chanted ordinaries in Latin and propers in English and Latin.

FAMILY CATECHESIS
By Melissa Coleman, Religious Education 
Coordinator

We are looking forward to fully 
implementing the Family Catechesis 
program this year to include the prayer, 
fellowship, and service components. 
Our goal is to strengthen the domestic 

Church (our families) by encouraging 
and equipping parents to fulfill their 
God-given duty and privilege of 
educating their children in the Catholic 
Faith, which can be a daunting task 
without the graces from God.

Our focus this year is on the Sacraments. 
In every way, the Sacraments are about 
God’s love, fully revealed in Jesus Christ. 
They are the foundation of Christian 
living. Through the grace given to us 
in the Sacraments, Jesus brings us into 
communion with Himself, the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, and with one 
another in the Church.

For more information, visit our website 
at stmariagoretti.org. We look forward 
to growing in holiness with our families. 
 
“Family catechesis…..precedes, 
accompanies and enriches all other 
forms of catechesis. Thus there 
cannot be too great an effort on the 
part of Christian parents to prepare 
for this ministry of being their own 
children’s catechist and to carry it 
out with tireless zeal.”
- Pope St. John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae
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FELLOWSHIP - WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR?
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

Fellowship is something I am always 
thinking about, especially as the Young 
Adults group aims to have a monthly social 
event. Our outings - hikes, barbecues, 
bonfires, holiday parties, and more - may 
include a gathering and mealtime prayer, 
but do they truly draw us closer to Christ? 
Can a bunch of young adults and young 
families really grow in their faith by 
tromping through the woods together 
or just hanging out? In Ephesians 5:4, 
Saint Paul tells us to avoid silly talk, and 
in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 he tells us to pray 
without ceasing. Does chatting around a 
bonfire fulfill these directives? 

Having seen firsthand the Christ-
centered friendships forged around a 
grill or on a trail, I can confirm that 
the fellowship built through our social 
events is indeed beneficial. There is 
room for improvement - maybe we 
tolerate more silly talk than Saint Paul 
would approve of, for instance. But 
after a unique and challenging period 
of isolation during the pandemic, 
fellowship is exactly what we need.

Participation in a parish-affiliated 
group recognizes the fullness of 
the Greek koinonia, which can be 

translated as both “fellowship” and 
“Holy Communion.” We as Christians 
and humanity are all united - not in 
the hippie version usually rendered as 
“I just feel like we’re all connected by 
The Universe, man,” but rather in the 
Mystical Body of Christ. Fellowship 
gives us insight into the unique and 
beautiful journeys taken by our brothers 
and sisters as they seek Christ in His 
Church. This is not enough, though. 
Our friendships must call us to heartfelt 
support during inevitable hard times, 
joyful communal celebration of the 
Sacraments, and at times fraternal 
correction, accompanied by personal 
spiritual growth that can remove the 
beams from our own eyes first. 

Fellowship, rightly ordered, can serve 
the role of a good marching song: 
keeping the corps in unison and 
attracting new members as the company 
moves toward that eternal shared 
destination, Heaven. 

Be on the lookout for all kinds of Young 
Adult events that build fellowship: 
Packer tailgates, pilgrimages, hikes, 
Bible studies, work days, Adoration, 
and bonfires. Find us on Facebook at 
St. Maria Goretti Young Adults, on our 
website at stmariagoretti.org under 
Parish Life, or get in touch via email at 
stmariagorettiyoungadults@gmail.com.

Young Adults at a lookout on their outing at Devil’s Lake State Park.

MEET MORA - NEW FELLOW IN SACRED MUSIC
SMG is pleased to 
introduce our new 
Fellow in Sacred Music, 
Mora Novey. She comes 

to us from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
where she has been pursuing a Sacred 
Music Certificate from the St. Gregory 
Institute for Sacred Music. A graduate 
of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, Mora has completed a 

bachelor of music in f lute performance. 
After completing her degree she began 
to pursue studies in Gregorian Chant 
from the Pontificio Institutio di Musica 
Sacrea in Rome, Italy and at the St. 
John’s University School of Theology.

As an aspiring professional liturgical 
musician, Mora, under the tutelage of 
SMG Music Director Marco Melendez, 
will be utilizing this one-year 

fellowship at SMG to continue to learn 
more about sacred music, church 
music administration, and ensemble 
leadership. She will also be directing our 
Men’s and Women’s Schola and serving 
as primary organist for our parish.

Please welcome Mora Novey to St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church!
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DID YOU KNOW?
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

THE HISTORY OF SMG’S LAND
John and Nellie Flad and Roy Boberschmidt originally owned 
the 10 acres of land from Lewon Drive and along Flad Avenue 
west up to where St. Maria Goretti Catholic School is presently 
located. John and Nellie Flad also owned 5 lots located on 
Gilbert Road.

When the Madison Diocese was formed in 1946, John Flad and 
Roy Boberschmidt donated the 10 acres to the new Diocese for 
a future Catholic parish.

When Bishop William O’Connor established St. Maria Goretti 
Parish on June 12, 1959, Joseph Flad, John and Nellie Flad’s son, 
donated the 5 lots along Gilbert Road to the new parish thus 
completing the entire property on which St. Maria Goretti 
Parish is located.

When the new rectory was built in 1985, a new street was 
constructed on the eastern part of the property, and it was 
named Maria Place. Ten lots were sold on Lewon Drive and 
Maria Place when the new rectory was built. 

This photo shows the site of the new church before it was built. 
The rectory is pictured on the right.

FAREWELL FOR OUR PAROCHIAL 
VICARS - FR. TONY AND FR. BILL
Over the past few years, SMG has been 
lucky to have two parochial vicars. 
Fr. Tony and Fr. Bill have zealously 
proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
have offered countless sacraments, 
and provided our parish with spiritual 
direction and pastoral care.

Parishioners had the opportunity to 
greet Fr. Tony and Fr. Bill following all 
weekend Masses on July 10-11 and give 
them their well wishes as they began 
their new assignments on July 17.

Fr. Bill has been appointed pastor at St. 
Joseph in Dodgeville. Fr. Tony has been 
appointed the parochial vicar for Our 
Lady of the Lake Parish in Green Lake 
and All Saints Parish in Berlin. We will 
miss them both at SMG!

Diagram of the property

CAREFREE YEARS
The Carefree Years Luncheon held in 
July was a great success. It was their 
first event since the beginning of the 
pandemic. Everyone enjoyed the lunch 
and games, and most importantly 
the fellowship once again. For more 
information about the Carefree 
Years group, visit our website at 
stmariagoretti.org.
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FOLLOW US

EVENTS DATE TIME

First Day of School (Half-day) Thu, Aug 26

Cor ad Cor Fri, Sept 3 7 p.m.

Choirs Start Sept 7 

Family Catechesis: Session 1 Mon, Oct 4 4 or 6 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive Sat, Nov 6 7:30-11:30 a.m.

Advent Retreats TBD

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details and the most up-to-date information about future 
events, as well as our current liturgical schedule.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY MASS
Vigil Mass - Saturday, 5:15 p.m. 
featuring hymnody and contemporary spiritual songs, singers, and 
instrumentalists accompanied by the piano

Sung Mass - Sunday, 7 a.m. 
featuring chanted Ordinaries and Propers in English

Choral Mass - Sunday, 9 a.m. 
featuring choral and congregational Ordinaries, traditional 
hymnody, and choral anthems

Solemn Choral Mass - Sunday, 11 a.m. 
a Novus Ordo liturgy with incense featuring chanted Propers, choral and 
chanted Ordinaries, traditional hymnody, and choral anthems/motets

Solemn Chanted Mass - Sunday, 5:15 p.m. 
a Novus Ordo liturgy with incense featuring chanted Ordinaries and 
Propers in English and Latin

To see the full liturgical schedule, as well as times for confession, 
adoration, and devotions, please visit our website.


