
 

Guidelines for  

Planning Your Wedding 

As one of the seven sacraments in the Catholic Church, 
marriage is more than a legal contract. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, "the sacrament 
of matrimony signifies the union of Christ and the Church. 

It gives spouses the grace to love each other 
with the love with which Christ has loved his Church."  
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Sacrament of Marriage 

We are pleased that you have chosen to celebrate your wedding at St. Maria Goretti 
Catholic Church. We welcome the opportunity to work with you as you prepare for your 

wedding and for your lives together. 

PRACTICING CATHOLIC AND PARISH MEMBERSHIP 

To be married at St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, one of the engaged couple must be a practicing Catholic. We 
encourage couples to be married in their own parish community if possible. Our hope is that one or both of you is a parish 
member at St. Maria Goretti (SMG), or that it is your intention to become a member. Exceptions may be made for couples 
whose parents are members or who have grown up at SMG. 

We recognize the importance of a sacramental marriage within our faith community, understanding that to mean that 
parish members not only attend Mass, but also contribute to our parish community by sharing their time, talent, and 
treasure. 
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Initial Steps 

STEP 1 - READ THESE GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING YOUR WEDDING 

STEP 2 - COMPLETE MARRIAGE REQUEST FORM 

To begin the process of setting a wedding date, we ask that you complete the Marriage Request Form. Once this form is 
received, we will begin the process of collecting the necessary documents to ensure that you are free to marry according 
to the norms of the Catholic Church. 

STEP 3 - SACRAMENTAL RECORDS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

For Catholics - Catholics are asked to provide a recently issued baptismal certificate. (The original copy is not sufficient.) 
This certificate must be sent directly from the church of your baptism to our parish office: St. Maria Goretti Catholic 
Church, Attn: Marriage Prep Coordinator, 5313 Flad Avenue, Madison, WI 53711. We can assist you in finding contact 
information for your church of baptism, if necessary. In the event that there are absolutely no baptismal documents 
available, we can help you obtain an Affidavit of Baptism. 

For Non-Catholic Christians - Non-Catholic Christians are asked to bring any information or documentation they have 
regarding the date and place of their baptism - including an original baptismal certificate if available. 

One of you is a non-Catholic - Marriages between a Catholic and a non-Catholic party require a dispensation or 
permission from our diocesan bishop. We take care of obtaining this documentation in which the Catholic person makes 
the necessary promises: to maintain the practice of the Catholic Faith, and to have all children born of the marriage 
baptized and raised as Catholics. 

Previously Married - If either of you has been married previously, you must present written evidence that the previous 
spouse has died or a decree of nullity stating that you are now free to marry according to the norms of the Catholic 
Church. We will help you determine whether a petition for a declaration of nullity of the previous marriage needs to be 
submitted. If this is the case, please know that this process may ordinarily take 18 months. We cannot schedule a 
wedding date until a decision is rendered concerning the validity of the previous marriage. 

Neither of you is a Parish Member - In the case that neither of you is a member at St. Maria Goretti, we must have the 
written permission from the pastor of at least one Catholic party for the wedding to take place at SMG.  

STEP 4 - INITIAL MEETING - PRENUPTIAL INVESTIGATION 

Once all of the necessary documentation has been received, we will schedule a meeting with a priest or deacon to 
discuss the marriage preparation process and to complete the Prenuptial Investigation. After this document has been 
completed, and your freedom to marry has been established, we will confirm your wedding date on the parish calendar. 
At this meeting, the marriage preparation process will be outlined. 
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Marriage Preparation 

As a parish community, our concern is for the development of sound and lasting 
foundations for successful marriages, centered in Christ. Through marriage preparation, 

we aim to provide you with the spiritual resources and practical tools you need for a 
strong and healthy marriage, not only as newlyweds, but for a lifetime. 

FOCCUS SESSIONS 

Attend two FOCCUS sessions with one of our trained parish facilitator couples. We will pair you with one of these couples 
who will guide you through this process. You can read more about the program at foccusinc.com 

WITNESS TO LOVE 

Complete our parish-based marriage preparation program—Witness to Love— during which you will choose a mentor 
couple from the parish to accompany you on a path of formation and relationship building both as a couple and as 
members of our parish family. As a part of this program, you will attend a parish retreat day for engaged couples.  

DIOCESE OF MADISON MARRIAGE PREPARATION OPPORTUNITIES 

You are encouraged to attend a Natural Family Planning Class. The Diocese of Madison has instructors available in a 
variety of methods. A full schedule and registration information can be found online at madisondiocese.org/mp. 

The Diocese of Madison offers other marriage preparation opportunities— a weekend retreat as well as an online class. 
Registration information can be found online at madisondiocese.org/mp. If you are interested in these opportunities, 
please let us know. 

Distance Marriage Preparation 

If you plan to be married at SMG but live outside the area, another marriage preparation program may be made 
available to you.  

SMG WEDDING LITURGY SEMINAR 

Attend the St. Maria Goretti Parish Wedding Liturgy Seminar. Seminars are held several times a year on Saturday 
mornings. Please check the bulletin or website at stmariagoretti.org for scheduled dates. This seminar will provide you the 
guidance and information that you need in order to begin planning your wedding liturgy. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confession will be made available immediately following the wedding rehearsal to all those in attendance. If Catholic, 
the engaged parties agree to use the sacrament of confession following the wedding rehearsal. (Can. 1065 §2)  

If your wedding will take place at another parish - If you are preparing for marriage at St. Maria Goretti, but your 
wedding will take place at another parish, you should complete the FOCCUS Inventory, participate in the Witness to Love 
preparation program, and attend the parish retreat day. There is a marriage preparation fee of $100 to cover the cost of  
the parish programs. You do not need to attend the SMG Wedding Liturgy Seminar. Also, please skip ahead to the last 
page in this packet to review and complete the relevant tasks in the Marriage Preparation Timeline. 
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Scheduling a Wedding Date 

SCHEDULING INFORMATION 

After your Prenuptial Investigation has been completed, we will confirm your wedding date on the parish calendar. (We 
can tentatively put a date on hold prior to this, but we can’t confirm until all your documentation is complete.)  

Weddings are typically scheduled on Saturday (at 2 pm or earlier) or on Friday afternoon/evening (at 2 pm or later) 
according to availability on the parish calendar.  

Wedding rehearsals are generally scheduled on the evening prior to the wedding (Thursday or Friday) at 3 pm or later.  

CHURCH AVAILABILITY AND SOLEMNITIES 

On the first Friday of each month, the church is unavailable from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. This may impact a rehearsal 
scheduled for a wedding on the first Saturday of the month. 

The Catholic Church has a number of significant days – Solemnities – which honor Christ, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
other prominent saints. Weddings that are scheduled on these days will use the readings and prayers prescribed for that 
Solemnity (not those prescribed for a wedding liturgy). These dates include:  

 - January 1 - March 19 - March 25 - June 24 - August 15 

 - November 1 - November 2 - December 8 - The Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

Wedding Coordinator and Fees 

WEDDING COORDINATOR  

After your date has been confirmed, you will be assigned a Wedding Coordinator. Your Coordinator will guide you 

through the planning and preparation process. She will contact you and set up an initial meeting at which you will 

receive more information about marriage preparation and liturgy planning. 

FEES 

Wedding Fee  $450 (includes marriage prep, Wedding Coordinator, and music planning fee) 

Musicians Fees vary according to the type of liturgy, type of music and  

  optional additional musicians. Here are some guidelines: 

$400 standard fee for Mass (includes required accompanist and cantor) 

$275 standard fee for non-Mass liturgy (includes required accompanist and cantor) 

Use of Facilities  There is no fee for parish members 

   Non-parishioners are asked to make a donation to the parish 

Presider   This stipend is made at your discretion (a customary amount is $100) 

Altar server(s)  $20 per server 

A nonrefundable deposit of $100 is due before your wedding date is confirmed.  

The remaining fees are to be paid at or before the wedding rehearsal. 
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The Wedding Liturgy 

Your wedding liturgy is a witness to those present that you are entering into a sacred 
and holy union – an external sign of inward grace – a Sacrament. Therefore, all aspects 

of the liturgy call for careful planning that will contribute to its sacredness. Your 
wedding is an invitation to your family and friends to enter into and share your faith, 

your love and your prayer. Everyone present should be led by the dignity and beauty of 
the liturgy to a deeper understanding of your commitment to Christian marriage.  

WEDDING LITURGY SEMINAR 

You will learn more about planning your wedding liturgy at the St. Maria Goretti Parish Wedding Liturgy Seminar, and 
through your Wedding Coordinator. A packet of planning materials has been prepared for you in order to guide your 
planning. We included some general guidelines below in this packet. 

WEDDING MASS & PRESIDER 

When two Catholics are to be married, the Rite of Marriage within Mass is normally used. For the marriage of a Catholic 
and a baptized non-Catholic, the Rite of Marriage within Mass may be used. In either case, the Rite of Marriage outside 
Mass can be used. For the marriage between a Catholic and a non-baptized person, the Rite of Marriage for that 
particular circumstance is always used. 

Ordinarily, the officiant for your wedding liturgy will be clergy (a priest or, in the case of the Rite of Marriage outside 
Mass, a priest or deacon) who is currently assigned to St. Maria Goretti. We cannot always honor requests for a 
particular presider. 

If you have a Catholic clergy member who is a relative or friend that you would like to invite, know that you are most 
welcome to do so. Please let us know as soon as possible if this is the case. He will need to send a letter of suitability to 
the Diocese of Madison and to St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church. Approval for this officiant will not be given until the 
letter is received. 

READINGS 

In the Scripture readings proclaimed during Catholic weddings, we hear of God’s steadfast love for His people and our 
call to respond to that call in love. You will bear witness to this love through the love you share as husband and wife.  

It is customary for the bride and groom to choose one reading from the Old Testament, a psalm, a reading from the New 
Testament, and a Gospel reading. It is also customary for the bride and groom to invite one or two people to proclaim 
the readings. The presider will read the Gospel. He will also deliver a homily that is based on the readings to help those 
present better understand the Word of God in the context of the celebration of your marriage.  

In the packet of planning materials that you will receive, you will find a resource called Together for Life which includes 
choices for your readings.  

THE ORDER OF MATRIMONY 

The Celebration of Matrimony consists of the consent (your exchange of vows and reception of these vows), the blessing 
and giving of rings, and the nuptial blessing. These are the symbols of the Sacrament of Marriage. These are the signs of 
unity whose source is Jesus Christ. Therefore, other symbolic items, such as a unity candle, are not permitted, so as not 
to overshadow the symbols already so powerfully present in the Rite. 

The vows that are used for your wedding are prescribed in the Rite of Marriage (there are two versions that may be 
used). No other vows may be used since “The Church holds the exchange of consent (vows) between the spouses to be 
the indispensable element that ‘makes the marriage.” 



 

Guidelines for Planning Your Wedding  St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church  |  7 

LITURGICAL PROCESSION 

The entrance procession for your wedding liturgy takes as its model the liturgical procession that begins every Mass—led 
by the cross and servers and followed by other ministers. It should include the bride and the groom and may include 
bridesmaids, groomsmen and other attendants. Attendants may process in pairs or individually (i.e. no sets of three or 
more). If attendants process in pairs, these pairs must be couples of opposite gender. In the sanctuary, bridesmaids will 
stand with the bride and groomsmen with the groom.  

You may choose to include your parents (both of the bride and the groom) in the procession. Children may be included, 
but additions such as wagons, signs, pets or any other “props” are not appropriate to a liturgical procession. 

The wedding party (bride, groom, witnesses, attendants) should be dressed appropriately for church. Any attire that 
appears as a costume is not allowed. 

 

MUSIC AND MUSICIANS 

Among the many signs and symbols used by the Church to celebrate its faith, music is of preeminent importance. Music 
should assist the assembled believers to express and share the gift of faith that is within them and to nourish and 
strengthen their interior commitment of faith. It should heighten the texts so that they speak more fully and more 
effectively. It imparts a sense of unity to the congregation and sets the appropriate tone for a particular celebration.  

The parish will make available the services of professional musicians for your wedding liturgy – an organist/pianist and a 
vocalist who will serve as cantor. Should you desire additional instrumentalists - including but not limited to - a 
professional choir, string ensemble, brass ensemble, harpist or any other solo instrument, we would be delighted to 
make those accommodations for you. Please note that requests for additional musicians will require additional fees. If 
you are interested in using outside musicians, please contact the Director of Music. 

Our Director of Music will assist you with selecting music for your liturgy. The music should be appropriate for a liturgical 
celebration. Because of the sacramental nature of marriage, the music you choose for your wedding must express the 
Christian concept of love, rather than one that is purely secular. The emphasis of your music should be on God’s love for 
you, your love for God, and how this love supports and confirms your love for each other. The music must adhere to 
Catholic doctrine; it should be drawn chiefly from Scripture and the Catholic liturgy. In selecting your music, choose only 
approved music that is Christian and prayerful in text. No recorded music may be used. 

In order to assist you in selecting appropriate music, we will provide you a list of musical suggestions.  You will have the 
opportunity to work with the Director of Music in making your selections. At least four months prior to your wedding, 
you will be asked to contact Marco Melendez,  Director of Music to begin your planning. 

marco.melendez@stmariagoretti.org  
(608) 268-2976 
 

WORSHIP AIDS  

The Catholic Church promotes full participation at all liturgical gatherings. Your guests are participants, called to sing and 
pray at appropriate times, to witness the universal love of Christ in the Church and to be signs of Christian love and 
support for the couple as they begin their married life together. 

You will be asked to provide your guests with a printed worship aid which contains the music and responses for the 
liturgy. The SMG liturgy office will produce for you a template which can be used in creating your worship aid. You may 
add other elements (such as a list of attendants and family members) and you may add other design elements in an 
appropriate manner. 
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Church Use Guidelines 

CHURCH DECORATIONS AND BUILDING USE 

The church is appointed and decorated for the celebration of the liturgy and specifically for the liturgical seasons 
throughout the year. The atmosphere and environment of the liturgical season should be maintained. 

Flowers and other living plants may be used in the sanctuary and in other areas of the church. No other decorations may 
be placed in the sanctuary. Flowers must be in vases that do not draw attention to them. Decorations at the end of the 
pews may  be used. (There are 18 pews from front to back on either side of the main aisle.) Please consult with your 
Wedding Coordinator as to where decorations may be appropriate. 

You are welcome to bring a guest book, signs, photos, or other decorations to be placed in the Gathering Space of the 
church. Your Wedding Coordinator can help arrange places for these items.  

Not Permitted - Aisle Runners, Flower Petals, Rice, Confetti, Etc. For safety reasons, aisle runners are not permitted. We 
ask that flower petals not be scattered on the floor. We ask that nothing be thrown either inside or outside the church. 
Rice, birdseed, bubbles, and confetti are difficult to remove from parish grounds. 

There are rooms available for use by the wedding party and family before and after the wedding. You may serve food and 
non-alcoholic beverages in these rooms. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photos and video may be taken during the liturgy providing the photographer is unobtrusive and respectful. We highly 
encourage that formal pictures (if they are to be done in church) be taken before the liturgy. (There is limited time for 
pictures afterward, especially if the couple would like to greet family and friends.) Also, it is highly encouraged that the 
bride and groom see each other before the liturgy begins (often your photographer will even be there for this “first look”).  
If pictures are taken after the liturgy, a receiving line does not take place. 

NO ALCOHOL POLICY 

Any use of alcohol by the bride, groom, or members of the wedding party prior to the wedding will result in stopping the 
wedding. Consumption of alcohol by the bride or groom before the wedding could result in an invalid sacramental 
marriage. No alcohol may be consumed—by wedding party or guests—on parish grounds. 

SMG Wedding Guidelines Agreement 

Having read these Guidelines for Planning Your Wedding at St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, your signatures at the 
conclusion of the Marriage Request Form indicate that you have agreed to the guidelines. We will be happy to clarify 
anything that you may have questions about. Please know that these guidelines are in place to ensure that your wedding 
is a holy and beautiful celebration. It is with joy that we celebrate with you in Christ! 

Marriage License 

Application for your marriage license must be made in person at least six days and no more than thirty days prior to your 
wedding date. Your Wedding Coordinator will provide you with information on how and where to apply. 

Please bring your license with you to your wedding rehearsal. The license will be singed by the presider and the witnesses 
in the sacristy following the wedding liturgy and will be mailed by the parish staff. 
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Marriage Preparation Timeline 
 

As soon as you become engaged 

 Submit the Marriage Request Form 

 Submit documentation regarding sacramental records and prior marriages (if applicable) 

 Meet with a priest or deacon to complete your Prenuptial Investigation 

 

At least six months before your wedding 

 Attend two FOCCUS sessions 

 Choose a mentor couple for the Witness to Love preparation program 

 

At least four months before your wedding 

 Attend the SMG Wedding Liturgy Planning Seminar 

 Meet with your Wedding Coordinator to begin planning your wedding liturgy 

 Meet with the Director of Music to begin planning your wedding music 

 Schedule your wedding rehearsal 

 Consider attending a Natural Family Planning session 

 

At least two months before your wedding 

 Attend a Witness to Love day retreat 

 Submit your Wedding Liturgy Planner (to your Wedding Coordinator) 

 Submit your Wedding Liturgy Order of Worship Planning Form (to your Wedding Coordinator) 

 

One month before your wedding 

 Complete your Witness to Love program 

 Obtain your marriage license (Between 6 and 30 days before your wedding) 

 Have a final meeting with your Wedding Coordinator 

 

The week of your wedding 

 Finalize details with your Wedding Coordinator 

 Attend your wedding rehearsal 

 Your wedding day! 


