
 

 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
THE VIGIL MASS AT HALF PAST FOUR IN THE AFTERNOON 

 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.” 
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD – THE VIGIL MASS 
The Reverend Bill Van Wagner, Presider 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 – 4:30 p.m. 

 Sign of the Cross                               Please silence all electronic devices.                                               * Please stand/kneel/sit 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE 

 Noël: “Une Vierge Pucelle”                                    Nicholas Le Bégue, arr. Dennis Eliot 

 Rocking Carol                  Czech Carol, arr. David Paxton 

 Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella                 French Carol, E.A. Hovdesven 

 Up Good Christian Folk and Listen           The Rev. George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934)  

 Adam Lay Y’Bounden        Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 

 In the Bleak Midwinter                        Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came    arr. Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 O Magnum Mysterium        Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 

 This Christmastide                             Donald Fraser 

 In Dulci Jubilo          Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

 In Dulci Jubilo                Norman Dello Joio (1913-2008) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOMING 
 

*please stand 

Introit Antiphon 
 Today you will know that the Lord is coming to save us;  

 and tomorrow you will see his glory. 

 

Processional Hymn                 Adeste Fideles  

 
 

 
 

 



__________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTORY RITE 

  V:  In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R:  Amen. 

V:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit by with you all. 

R:  And with your spirit. 

 

Penitential Act                                                                              Confiteor 
R: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

 that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,    

 in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

  all striking their breast three times, and say:  

 through my fault, through my fault,  

 through my most grievous fault;    

   then continue:  

 therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

 all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

 to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

   the absolution by the Priest follows:  

 V:   May almighty God have mercy on us,  

  forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

 R:  Amen.  

 

Kyrie 

 

Gloria         

 
 

 Choir/Cantor 

 Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

 You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 have mercy on us.  

 



 
 

The Collect 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

*Please sit 

First Reading                                                                     Isaiah 62: 1-5 

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, 

for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her vindication shines forth like the dawn 

and her victory like a burning torch. 

 

Nations shall behold your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory; 

you shall be called by a new name 

pronounced by the mouth of the LORD. 

You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, 

a royal diadem held by your God. 

No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” 

or your land “Desolate,” 

but you shall be called “My Delight,” 

and your land “Espoused.” 

For the LORD delights in you 

and makes your land his spouse. 

As a young man marries a virgin, 

your Builder shall marry you; 

and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride 

so shall your God rejoice in you. 

   

  V:  The word of the Lord.  

  R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm of David                                                                                 Psalm 89: 4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 

 
 

I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

I have sworn to David my servant: 

Forever will I confirm your posterity 

and establish your throne for all generations. 

 

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 

in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 

At your name they rejoice all the day, 

and through your justice they are exalted. 

 

He shall say of me, “You are my father, 

my God, the rock, my savior.” 

Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, 

and my covenant with him stands firm. 

 

Second Reading                                                           Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue, 

he stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, 

“Fellow Israelites and you others who are God-fearing, listen. 

The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors 

and exalted the people during their sojourn in the 

land of Egypt. 

With uplifted arm he led them out of it. 

Then he removed Saul and raised up David as king; 

of him he testified, 

‘I have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; 

he will carry out my every wish.’ 

From this man’s descendants God, according to his promise, 

has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. 

John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

to all the people of Israel; 

and as John was completing his course, he would say, 

‘What do you suppose that I am?  I am not he. 

Behold, one is coming after me; 

I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’” 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

 R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation                          

 
 

 

 



Gospel                                                                          Matthew 1: 1-25 

V:  The Lord be with you.  

R:  And with your spirit. 

V:  A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

R:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 

the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

 

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 

Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah, 

whose mother was Tamar. 

Perez became the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram the father of Amminadab. 

Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

Salmon the father of Boaz, 

whose mother was Rahab. 

Boaz became the father of Obed, 

whose mother was Ruth. 

Obed became the father of Jesse, 

Jesse the father of David the king. 

 

David became the father of Solomon, 

whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 

Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

Abijah the father of Asaph. 

Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

Joram the father of Uzziah. 

Uzziah became the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 

Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amos, 

  

Amos the father of Josiah. 

Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers 

at the time of the Babylonian exile. 

After the Babylonian exile, 

Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. 

Abiud became the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Azor the father of Zadok. 

Zadok became the father of Achim, 

Achim the father of Eliud, 

Eliud the father of Eleazar. 

Eleazar became the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 

Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ. 



 

Thus the total number of generations 

from Abraham to David 

is fourteen generations; 

from David to the Babylonian exile, 

fourteen generations; 

from the Babylonian exile to the Christ, 

fourteen generations. 

 

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, 

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 

yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly. 

Such was his intention when, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 

For it is through the Holy Spirit 

that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.” 

When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took his wife into his home. 

He had no relations with her until she bore a son, 

and he named him Jesus. 

 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
*Please sit 

Homily                                          The Rev. Bill Van Wagner 

                 Parochial Vicar                   

             

Credo 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
All bow their heads and say: 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
then continue: 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried,  



and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

V:  Let us pray to the Lord.  

R:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

*Please sit 

Offertory Anthem  

Ding dong! Merrily on high              Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 Ding dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing: 

 Ding dong! Verily the sky is riven with angel singing. 

 Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

  

 E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 

 and io, io, io, by priest and people sungen. 

 Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 

 May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. 

 Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
V:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 

  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

R:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name,  

 for our good and the good of all his holy Church.  

 

*Please stand 

The Preface Dialogue  
 

 
 

The Preface 
 

 

 

 



Sanctus et Benedictus  

 

 
*Please kneel. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Memorial Acclamation  

 
  

 

Doxology & Amen  

V:  Through him, and with him, and in him,  

O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever. 

   
 
*please stand 

The Lord’s Prayer 
R:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

V: Deliver us, Lord…  

 as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

R:  For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours now and forever. 

V:  Lord Jesus Christ…Who live and reign for ever and ever.  

 R: Amen.  

 

 



Agnus Dei  

 

 
*Please kneel. 

 V:  Behold the Lamb of God…Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

R:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  

 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

Communion Proper 

 
 

 

Anthem What Sweeter Music                 John Rutter (b. 1945) 

What sweeter music can we bring 

Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honour to this day 

That sees December turn to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn 

Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn 

Thus on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 

’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 

To heaven and the underearth. 

We see him come, and know him ours, 

Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 

Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 

And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 

Of all the house here, is the heart, 

Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do him honour; who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this revelling. 

 

 



Hymn                      Stille Nacht 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONCLUDING RITES  

V: The Lord be with you.   

R: And with your spirit.  

V: May the God of infinite goodness, 

 who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven darkness from the world 

 and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy night 

 and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: May God, who willed that the great joy 

 of his Son’s saving Birth 

 be announced to shepherds by the Angel, 

 fill your minds with the gladness he gives 

 and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: And may God, who by the Incarnation 

 brought together the earthly and heavenly realm, 

 fill you with the gift of his peace and favor 

 and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: And may the blessing of almighty God  

 the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 

 come down on you and remain with you for ever.   

R:  Amen.  

 



V: The Mass has ended.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 

 

Recessional Hymn                               Mendelssohn 

 

 
Postlude Antioch “Joy to the World”                   Emma Lou Diemer (b. 1927) 
 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
TO YOU AND YOURS FROM YOUR FAMILY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 



 

CLERGY & RELIGIOUS 

The Rev. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator 

The Rev. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar 

The Rev. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar 

The Rev. Mr. Dick Martin, Deacon 

Sr. Denise Herrmann, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

Sue Busta, Finance Assistant 

Julie Henneman, Membership Assistant 

Pam Horky,  Events Assistant 

Al Lorenz, Parish Assistant  

Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant 

OFFICE STAFF 

Emilia Blake, Bookkeeper 

Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance 

Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator 

Maria Dulli, Youth Ministry Program Assistant 

Denise Gorman, Marriage Preparation Coordinator 

Mike Hurtgen, Custodial Assistant 

Terri Kysely, Pastoral Care and Events Coordinator 

Marco Antonio Melendez, Director of Music 

Trish Schaefer, Parish Secretary 

Mark Shapleigh, Director of Business and Administration 

Jon Silverwood, IT Consultant 

Monica Silverwood, Payroll 

Kristen Vanevenhoven, Communications Coordinator 
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