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Hymn  Once In Royal David’s City                   H.J. Gauntlett (1805 – 1876) 

                         arr. Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

Once in royal David's city  

Stood a lowly cattle shed,   

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed.  

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall.  

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

And through all his wondrous childhood 

He would honor and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden 

In whose gentle arms he lay. 

Christian children all should be 

Mild, obedient, good as he. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love;  

For that child so dear and gentle  

Is our Lord in heav'n above:  

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing be, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around. 

 

Opening Prayer 
 V: Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight  

  to hear again the message of the angels,  

  and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem  

  and see this thing which is come to pass,  

  and the Babe lying in a manager.  

  Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture  

  the tale of the loving purposes of God  

  from the first days of our disobedience  

  unto the glorious Redemption brought to us by this Holy Child.  

  But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world;  

  for peace on earth and goodwill among all his people;  

  for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build,  

  and especially in this our community.  

  And because this would rejoice his heart,  

  let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless,  

  the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed;  

  the sick and them that mourn, the lovely and the unloved,  

  the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus,  

  or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  

  Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us,  

  but upon another shore, and in a greater light,  

  that multitude which no man can number,  

  whose hope was in the Word made flesh,  

  and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.  

  These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven,  

  in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 

  R:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. Amen. 



 V: The Almighty God bless us with His grace:  

  Christ give us the joys of everlasting life:  

  and unto the fellowship of the citizens above  

  may the King of Angels bring us all.  

 R:  Amen. 

  

Anthem  Up! Good Christian Folk and Listen                          George Ratcliffe Woodward (1848-1934) 

Ding-dong, ding: 

Ding-a-dong-a-ding: 

Ding-dong, ding-dong: 

Ding-a-dong-ding. 

 

Up! good Christen folk, and listen 

How the merry church bells ring, 

And from steeple 

Bid good people 

Come adore the new-born King: 

Tell the story how from glory 

God came down at Christmastide, 

Bringing gladness, 

Chasing sadness, 

Show'ring blessings far and wide. 

 

Born of mother, blest o'er other, 

Ex Maria Virgine, 

In a stable 

('Tis no fable), 

Christus natus hodie. 

 

The First Lesson                 Genesis 3: 8-15, 17-19 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to 

the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 

of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 

from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 

“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,  

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals  

and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go,  

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.   

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;  

he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

And to the man he said,  

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,  

and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you,  

‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you;  

in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.  

By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground,  

for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

   

V:  The word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  Adam lay y’bouden                      Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 

Adam lay ybounden 

Bounden in a bond 

Four thousand winters 

Though he not too long 

And all was for an apple 

An apple that he took 

As clerkes finden written in their book 

 

Nay had the apple taken been 

The apple taken been 

Nay had never our lady 

Abeen heavenly queen 

Blessed be the time 

That apple taken was 

Therefore we bound singen 

Deo gracias, deo gracias! 

The Second Lesson          Genesis 22: 15-18 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says 

the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I 

will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing 

for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

 



V:  The word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  Ding dong! merrily on high            Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

Ding dong merrily on high, 

In heav'n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! verily the sky 

Is riv'n with angel singing 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

E'en so here below, below, 

Let steeple bells be swungen, 

And "Io, io, io!" 

By priest and people sungen 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 

Your matin chime, ye ringers, 

May you beautifully rhyme 

Your eve'time song, ye singers 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 

 
The Third Lesson                            Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-  

   on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

   for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

   with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  What Sweeter Music                John Rutter (b. 1945) 

What sweeter music can we bring 

Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honor to this day 

That sees December turn to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn 

Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn 

Thus on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 

 

 

’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 

To heaven and the underearth. 

We see him come, and know him ours, 

Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 

Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 

And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 

Of all the house here, is the heart, 

Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do him honor; who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this reveling. 

 

The Fourth Lesson                        Luke 1: 26-35, 38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 

man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 



of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 

since I am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  Then Mary said, “Here 

am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                    Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;  

‘All hail!’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary,  

Most highly favored lady,’ Gloria! 

 

For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee, 

Thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; 

‘Most highly favored lady,’ Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name:’ 

‘Most highly favored lady,’ Gloria! 

 

Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 

‘Most highly favored lady,’ Gloria! 

 

The Fifth Lesson                                Luke 2: 1-16 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 
   “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  This Christmastide              Donald Fraser 

Green and silver, red and gold,  

and a story born of old  

 

[Refrain]  

Truth and love and hope abide  

this Christmastide. 

 

Holly, ivy, mistletoe,  

and the gently falling snow (refrain) 

 

From a simple ox's stall  

came the greatest gift of all (refrain) 

 

Children sing of peace and joy  

at the birth of one small boy (refrain) 

 

Let the bells ring loud and clear,  

ring out now for all to hear (refrain) 

 

Trumpets sound and voices raise 

in an endless stream of praise (refrain) 

 

Green and silver, red and gold,  

and a story born of old 

Peace and love and hope abide  

this Christmastide. 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE MASS OF THE NIGHT 
 

Prelude  Christmas Concerto, Opus 6, No. 8                              Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713) 

                                  arr. Paul Erion 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, from the Roman Martyrology 

The Twenty-fifth Day of December, 

when ages beyond number had run their course 

from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 

and formed man in his own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed 

since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 

as a sign of covenant and peace; 

in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith, 

came out of Ur of the Chaldees; 

in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses 

in the Exodus from Egypt; 

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred and fifty-two 

since the foundation of the City of Rome; 

in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole world being at peace, 

 

JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and when nine months had passed since his conception, 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, 

and was made man: 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOMING 
 

*please stand 

Introit Antiphon 
 Today you will know that the Lord is coming to save us;  

 and tomorrow you will see his glory. 

 

Processional Hymn                 Adeste Fideles  

 
 



 
__________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTORY RITE 

  V:  In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R:  Amen. 

V:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit by with you all. 

R:  And with your spirit. 

 

Penitential Act                                                                              Confiteor 
R: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

 that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,    

 in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

  all striking their breast three times, and say:  

 through my fault, through my fault,  

 through my most grievous fault;    

   then continue:  

 therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

 all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

 to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

   the absolution by the Priest follows:  

 V:   May almighty God have mercy on us,  

  forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

 R:  Amen.  

 

Kyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria         

 
 

 Choir/Cantor 

 Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

 You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 have mercy on us.  

 

 
 

The Collect 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

*Please sit 

First Reading                                                                                       Isaiah 9: 1-6 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 

a light has shone. 

You have brought them abundant joy 

and great rejoicing, 

as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, 

as people make merry when dividing spoils. 

For the yoke that burdened them, 

the pole on their shoulder, 



and the rod of their taskmaster 

you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot that tramped in battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, 

will be burned as fuel for flames. 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; 

upon his shoulder dominion rests. 

They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 

His dominion is vast 

and forever peaceful, 

from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, 

which he confirms and sustains 

by judgment and justice, 

both now and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!   

   

  V:  The word of the Lord.  

  R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of David                                                                                      Psalm 96: 1-3, 11-13 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song; 

sing to the LORD, all you lands. 

Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 

 

Announce his salvation, day after day. 

Tell his glory among the nations; 

among all peoples, his wondrous deeds. 

 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 

let the sea and what fills it resound; 

let the plains be joyful and all that is in them! 

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.  

 

They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes; 

for he comes to rule the earth. 

He shall rule the world with justice 

and the peoples with his constancy. 

 

Second Reading                                                                                           Titus 2: 11-14 

Beloved: 

The grace of God has appeared, saving all 

and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires 

and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, 

as we await the blessed hope, 

the appearance of the glory of our great God 

and savior Jesus Christ, 

who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness 

and to cleanse for himself a people as his own, 

eager to do what is good. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

 R:  Thanks be to God. 



 

*Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation                          

 
 

Gospel                                                                        Luke 2: 1-14 

V:  The Lord be with you.  

R:  And with your spirit. 

V:  A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

R:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that the whole world should be enrolled. 

This was the first enrollment, 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town. 

And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth 

to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and family of David, 

to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

While they were there, 

the time came for her to have her child, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn son. 

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 

and keeping the night watch over their flock. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to them 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were struck with great fear. 

The angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid; 

for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David 

a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. 

 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

*Please sit 

Homily                                                  The Rev. Scott Emerson 

                  Parochial Administrator                                

 

Credo 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 



through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
All bow their heads and say: 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
then continue: 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

V:  Let us pray to the Lord.  

R:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

*Please sit 

Anthem In the Bleak Midwinter        Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Long ago. 

 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When He comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter 

A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, 

Jesus Christ.  

Enough for Him, whom cherubim 

Worship night and day, 

A breastful of milk 

And a mangerful of hay; 

Enough for Him, whom angels 

Fall down before, 

The ox and ass and camel 

Which adore.  

 

What can I give Him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give Him, 

Give my heart. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
V:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 

  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

R:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name,  

 for our good and the good of all his holy Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand 

The Preface Dialogue  
 

 
 

The Preface 
 

Sanctus et Benedictus  

 

 
*Please kneel. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Memorial Acclamation  

 
  

 

Doxology & Amen  

V:  Through him, and with him, and in him,  

O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever. 

   



*please stand 

The Lord’s Prayer 
R:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

V: Deliver us, Lord…  

 as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

R:  For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours now and forever. 

V:  Lord Jesus Christ…Who live and reign for ever and ever.  

 R: Amen.  

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 
*Please kneel. 

 V:  Behold the Lamb of God…Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

R:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  

 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

Communion Proper 

 Amidst the splendors of the heavenly sanctuary,  

 from the womb, before the morning star,  

 I have begotten you. 
 

 

Motet O Magnum Mysterium                    Tomas Luis de Victoria (1548-1611)  

 O great mystery and wondrous sacrament,  

 that the animals should see the Lord born lying in a manger.  

 O blessed virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Christ. Alleluia 

 

Hymn                      Stille Nacht 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONCLUDING RITES  

V: The Lord be with you.   

R: And with your spirit.  

V: May the God of infinite goodness, 

 who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven darkness from the world 

 and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy night 

 and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: May God, who willed that the great joy 

 of his Son’s saving Birth 

 be announced to shepherds by the Angel, 

 fill your minds with the gladness he gives 

 and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: And may God, who by the Incarnation 

 brought together the earthly and heavenly realm, 

 fill you with the gift of his peace and favor 

 and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: And may the blessing of almighty God  

 the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 

 come down on you and remain with you for ever.   

R:  Amen.  

 

V: The Mass has ended.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recessional Hymn                               Mendelssohn 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
TO YOU AND YOURS FROM YOUR FAMILY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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