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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
MASS DURING THE DAY 

The Reverend Scott Emerson, Presider 

Friday, December 25, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. 

 Sign of the Cross                  Please silence all electronic devices.                                  * Please stand/kneel/sit 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WELCOMING 
 

Prelude  Christmas Concerto, Opus 6, No. 8                             Arcangelo Corelli  (1653-1713) 
                                               arr. Paul Erion 

 

*please stand 

Introit Antiphon 
 Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.   

Dominion is on his shoulder and his name shall be called the Angel of Great Counsel. 

 

Processional Hymn                 Adeste Fideles  

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

INTRODUCTORY RITE 

  V:  In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R:  Amen. 

V:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit by with you all. 

R:  And with your spirit. 

 

Penitential Act                                                                              Confiteor 
R: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

 that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,    

 in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

  all striking their breast three times, and say:  



 through my fault, through my fault,  

 through my most grievous fault;    

   then continue:  

 therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

 all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

 to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

   the absolution by the Priest follows:  

 V:   May almighty God have mercy on us,  

  forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.  

 R:  Amen.  

 

 

Gloria         

 
  

 Choir/Cantor 

 Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.   

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

 You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

 You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 have mercy on us.  

 
 

The Collect 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

*Please sit 

First Reading                                                                   Isaiah 52: 7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, 

announcing peace, bearing good news, 

announcing salvation, and saying to Zion, 

“Your God is King!” 

Hark!  Your sentinels raise a cry, 

together they shout for joy, 

for they see directly, before their eyes, 

the LORD restoring Zion. 

Break out together in song, 

O ruins of Jerusalem! 

For the LORD comforts his people, 

he redeems Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 

in the sight of all the nations; 

all the ends of the earth will behold 

the salvation of our God. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

 R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of David                                                                                                        Psalm 98: 1-6 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, 

   for he has done wondrous deeds; 

his right hand has won victory for him, 

   his holy arm. 

 

The LORD has made his salvation known: 

   in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness 

   toward the house of Israel. 

 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

   the salvation by our God. 

Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 

   break into song; sing praise. 

 

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp, 

   with the harp and melodious song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

   sing joyfully before the King, the LORD. 

 

Second Reading                                                                   Hebrews 1: 1-6 

Brothers and sisters: 

In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways 

to our ancestors through the prophets; 



in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son, 

whom he made heir of all things 

and through whom he created the universe, 

who is the refulgence of his glory, 

the very imprint of his being, 

and who sustains all things by his mighty word. 

When he had accomplished purification from sins, 

he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

as far superior to the angels 

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say: 

You are my son; this day I have begotten you? 

Or again: 

I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me? 

And again, when he leads the firstborn into the world, he says: 

Let all the angels of God worship him. 

 

V:  The word of the Lord.  

 R:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation                          

 
 

Gospel                                                                                  John 1: 1-18 

V:  The Lord be with you.  

R:  And with your spirit. 

V:  A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 

R:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be. 

What came to be through him was life, 

and this life was the light of the human race; 

the light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

A man named John was sent from God. 

He came for testimony, to testify to the light, 

so that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, 

but came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, 

and the world came to be through him, 

but the world did not know him. 



He came to what was his own, 

but his own people did not accept him. 

But to those who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to those who believe in his name, 

who were born not by natural generation 

nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision 

but of God. 

And the Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us, 

and we saw his glory, 

the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth. 

John testified to him and cried out, saying, 

“This was he of whom I said, 

‘The one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me 

because he existed before me.’” 

From his fullness we have all received, 

grace in place of grace, 

because while the law was given through Moses, 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God. 

The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, 

has revealed him. 

 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

R:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

*Please sit 

Homily                                            

 

Credo 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
All bow their heads and say: 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man. 
then continue: 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 



and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful 

V:  Let us pray to the Lord.  

R:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

*Please sit 

Anthem Ding dong! Merrily on high                   Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

Ding dong merrily on high, 

In heav'n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! verily the sky 

Is riv'n with angel singing 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

E'en so here below, below, 

Let steeple bells be swungen, 

And "Io, io, io!" 

By priest and people sungen 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 

Your matin chime, ye ringers, 

May you beautifully rhyme 

Your eve'time song, ye singers 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
V:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 

  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

R:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name,  

 for our good and the good of all his holy Church.  
 

*Please stand 

The Preface Dialogue  
 

 
 

The Preface 
 

Sanctus et Benedictus  

 

 



 
 

*Please kneel. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

Memorial Acclamation  

 
  

 

Doxology & Amen  

V:  Through him, and with him, and in him,  

O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

  all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever. 

   
*please stand 

The Lord’s Prayer 
R:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

V: Deliver us, Lord…  

 as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

R:  For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours now and forever. 

V:  Lord Jesus Christ…Who live and reign for ever and ever.  

 R: Amen.  

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 



 
 

*Please kneel. 

 V:  Behold the Lamb of God…Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

R:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  

 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

Communion Proper 

  

 

Anthem What Sweeter Music                               John Rutter (b. 1945) 

 

What sweeter music can we bring 

Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honor to this day 

That sees December turn to May. 

Why does the chilling winter’s morn 

Smile, like a field beset with corn? 

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn 

Thus on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 

 

 

’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 

To heaven and the underearth. 

We see him come, and know him ours, 

Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 

Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 

And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 

Of all the house here, is the heart, 

Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 

To do him honor; who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this reveling. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONCLUDING RITES  

V: The Lord be with you.   

R: And with your spirit.  

V: May the God of infinite goodness, 

 who by the Incarnation of his Son has driven darkness from the world 

 and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy night 

 and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: May God, who willed that the great joy 

 of his Son’s saving Birth 

 be announced to shepherds by the Angel, 

 fill your minds with the gladness he gives 

 and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

R: Amen. 

 

 

 



V: And may God, who by the Incarnation 

 brought together the earthly and heavenly realm, 

 fill you with the gift of his peace and favor 

 and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 

R: Amen. 

 

V: And may the blessing of almighty God  

 the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit, 

 come down on you and remain with you for ever.   

R:  Amen.  

 

V: The Mass has ended.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

R: Thanks be to God. 

 

Recessional Hymn                               Mendelssohn 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
TO YOU AND YOURS FROM YOUR FAMILY AT 

ST. MARIA GORETTI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLERGY & RELIGIOUS 

The Rev. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator 

The Rev. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar 

The Rev. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar 

The Rev. Mr. Dick Martin, Deacon 

Sr. Denise Herrmann, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

Sue Busta, Finance Assistant 

Julie Henneman, Membership Assistant 

Pam Horky,  Events Assistant 

Al Lorenz, Parish Assistant  

Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant 

OFFICE STAFF 

Emilia Blake, Bookkeeper 

Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance 

Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator 

Maria Dulli, Youth Ministry Program Assistant 

Denise Gorman, Marriage Preparation Coordinator 

Mike Hurtgen, Custodial Assistant 

Terri Kysely, Pastoral Care and Events Coordinator 

Marco Antonio Melendez, Director of Music 

Trish Schaefer, Parish Secretary 

Mark Shapleigh, Director of Business and Administration 

Jon Silverwood, IT Consultant 

Monica Silverwood, Payroll 

Kristen Vanevenhoven, Communications Coordinator 
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