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We hosted Drive-Thru Taste & Tap events on Thursdays throughout April and May.
Each week’s menu featured a variety of items from local businesses.

WHAT’S A PARISH COMMUNITY TO DO...
HOW ABOUT HOST A DRIVE-THRU
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By Mark Shapleigh, Director of Business and Administration
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Aren’t these extraordinary times? We’re not able to attend Mass or to engage with
others in our traditional manner. The school has been empty for weeks. We’ve all
been cooped up at home. Even the weather has been slow to warm us this spring.
What’s a parish community to do?

Liturgical Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

As is often said...extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures. So, why not
host a Drive-Thru Taste & Tap event in the parking lot? I mean, we all gotta’ eat,
right? Well then...how about hosting them several times on consecutive Thursday
evenings? Yes, we should... and yes, we have!
If you’ve not had the chance to experience one, in a nutshell, it goes like this:
You drive into the parking lot and are handed a menu order form. The line of cars
weaves through the lot and, when you reach the front circle, a volunteer takes your
order and swipes your credit card. You drive around the circle and release your
trunk. A second volunteer places your order in the trunk, closes it, and sends you
on your way.
All the volunteers are masked, and sanitizing wipes are used with the credit cards.
You never leave your vehicle, but conduct all the business through your car window.
The concept is the brainchild of Karben4
Brewing Company of Madison. SMG
heard of one being coordinated by
Karben4 at another Dane County parish.
As we learned more, it seemed like a
good fit. It provides an opportunity
to support small businesses in this
challenging time.
Drive-Thru continued on page 10
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator

From what fills these pages, front to back, we can officially name
this issue, “Gatherings: Covid-19 Edition.” A transformation in
parish life while growing our faith and participating in community. We are
excited about how all these new initiatives can impact our parish, not only
during this time, but in the future as we set out on a diocesan-wide
Evangelization Initiative.
On Palm Sunday, blessed palms
were set out on a table in the
circular drive for parishioners to
drive by and pick up.

To begin, the priests haven’t stopped praying. What the priests usually pray
privately, we have made public. Since the shutdown, the priests (and now Deacon
Vince too) pray much of the Liturgy of the Hours via live streaming. Also known
as the Divine Office or the Work of God (Opus Dei), the Liturgy of the Hours is
the daily prayer of the Church, sanctifying the day with prayer. This sacrifice
of praise — in a very real sense, a true sacrifice of time — is connected to the
sacrifice of the Eucharist, both preparing for and flowing from the Mass.
I would like to highlight some of the enormous successes we’ve had. First, if you’d
driven by SMG on a Thursday afternoon, the Drive-Thru Taste & Tap would be
hopping. Thanks to everyone for supporting local businesses. Second, the priests
have produced daily two-minute reflection videos for the SMG students to
watch before they begin their school day. Additionally, the Fireside Chats at SMG
continue to be a hit.

Thank you to St. Denise for all her
work behind the scenes to decorate
our church for the Easter season
and throughout the entire year.

Throughout this time, the church has remained open for 14 hours a day. SMG
school classes and the Relgious Education sessions are being taught virtually
for the students. None of this could be possible without our staff’s incredible
creativity and perseverance through the many challenges presented in
maintaining our parish ministries.
Zoom appears to be the modern day telegraph. It has allowed us to hold Parish
Council meetings, Finance Council meetings, marriage preparation, Adult
Faith Formation sessions, and staff meetings while being physically distant.
Technology gives us the ability to accomplish many things, yet it never
replaces the true presence.

All our priests, as well as Sister
Denise and Deacon Vince, have been
available to parishioners, either for
Confession or conversation, during
all open church hours.

On May 30, we are planning to resume Masses, although we don’t know exactly
what that will look like yet. But when the Holy Spirit bursts through our doors on
Pentecost Sunday, what a true celebration it will be to return to public worship,
raising our voices before the presence of Our Lord once again as a family.
To think this all began before Lent and we will only have one time to share the
dialogue, “Go in peace, Alleluia, alleluia!” “Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia.”
May the joy of Easter and the peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ remain with
you forever.
In the Risen Christ,

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. Maria
Goretti? We are always looking for more images
to post on social media, in the bulletin, or in
Gatherings. Please Email your photos to Kristin
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org,
for the chance for your photo to appear online
or in our print materials.

2

Fr. Scott Emerson
Parochial Administrator

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

Gatherings - Summer 2020

SCHOOL NEWS

TOGETHER IN CHRIST
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal

WHAT DOES REMOTE LEARNING LOOK LIKE?
At the close of a very busy work week in mid-March, our teachers were preparing
for the week ahead. End of the quarter assessments and report cards were looming.
However, by the end of the day, on Friday, March 13, the Safer at Home order was
instituted. Our school and programs changed as we know them. Our teachers
rallied to complete report cards and plan for a new way of learning outside of our
school building.
What would remote learning look like for us? What platforms would we use? How
would we care for the social and emotional well-being of our students? These
were just a few of the many questions we asked. Digging in, we diligently worked
to come up with a plan that would have our students up and learning again, in a
matter of three school days. Of course, in true SMG spirit, our faculty, staff, parents,
and students rose to the challenge and we all began a new journey together.

NEW CLASSROOMS - SAME GREAT SCHOOL
Our fourth through eighth graders, using Google Classroom and Google Meet,
carried on their traditional core classes, meeting with their fellow students and
teachers each day to have their lessons presented and practice the skills that were
being taught. Our first through third graders, using the platform Class DoJo,
continued their classes as well. Teachers presented their lessons using self created
YouTube videos and meeting with their whole class and individual students as well.
Our kindergarten teachers had the monumental task of not only teaching their
students but also coaching the parents on how to assist their kindergartners.
Our special subject teachers (music, art, and physical education) presented options
for continued learning in these respective areas as well. Our learning resource team
continued to meet with students to support them emotionally and academically.
Our priests were instrumental in leading us with a daily reflection and celebrating
Friday morning Mass on live stream as we would have normally had.

Students learning remotely.

CELEBRATING OUR 8TH GRADE GRADUATES
Of course those most impacted were our 8th grade graduates who missed some
traditions that are usually celebrated this time of year. As of the writing of this
article we are waiting to see how our state opens up and explore ways we can
celebrate with them and their families.
In the meantime we wanted our 8th graders to know how special they are to us.
We had yard signs created acknowledging each student. Our staff personally
delivered the signs to all 48 of our graduates with a car parade consisting of our
faculty and staff. Six hours and 110 miles later all of our graduates experienced
a special drive-by parade with honking and decorated cars to show them our
appreciation and love for all their hard work at SMG.

LOOKING AHEAD
Now we turn to the task of planning for the fall and the 2020-2021 school year.
Although the pandemic may have closed our doors, it did not shut down our
learning, our fellowship, our faith, and our ministry to each other. We continue to
commit to our motto: Living in Faith,Growing in Character, Loving Each Other.
We appreciate all your prayers for our school at this time.
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SMG teachers and
staff congratulated
all of our 8th grade
graduates with
a car parade and
delivered yard signs
acknowledging each
student.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

THE PRAYER LIFE OF A PARISH NEVER STOPS
EVEN IN A PANDEMIC
Some children of the parish following
along with Sunday Mass.

Rest in Peace
+
Donald Schraufnagel
February 22, 2020

Harry Manhart
March 7, 2020

Jane Ross

March 26, 2020

Lazelle “Bud” Riddiough
April 1, 2020

Marguerite “Marge” Rosecky
April 8, 2020

James Kalscheur
April 9, 2020

Kathryn Swenson
April 17, 2020

Mary Kay Miller
May 8, 2020

Janet Geraths
May 8, 2020

Jonathan Mullee
May 18, 2020

+
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By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

As the news of COVID-19 came upon our country along with the publication of
precautions that were necessary to prevent its spreading, Church officials stepped
into action. On March 12, Bishop Hying of the Diocese of Madison informed the
diocese of a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy
days. Then immediately, on that weekend of March 14-15, civil authorities put a
limit on the number of people who could gather in one space.
Again in just a few short days, things changed quickly. On March 17, Bishop
Hying announced the suspension of public celebrations of the Mass throughout
the Diocese. However, the priests of the parishes still would celebrate Mass in
their churches, but without a congregation. Immediately technology efforts were
increased, and our parish was live streaming the celebration of the Mass each day.
In an attempt to chronicle the efforts of our priests to provide parishioners access
to the prayer life of our parish, here is a listing of liturgical and devotional prayer
that continued amidst these months of the pandemic:
• Live streaming of each day’s Liturgy of the Hours - morning, noon, and evening
• Live streaming of the Mass each day, with the Spiritual Act of Communion
• Opening of the church every day but Saturday from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. for
parishioners to come and pray in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
• The priests being available to hear confessions in the mornings and again in
the late afternoons until 8 p.m.
• On Palm Sunday the blessed palms were set on a table in the circular drive for
parishioners to drive by and pick up
• The liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, and Easter
morning were live streamed
• On Divine Mercy Sunday, the second Sunday of the Easter Season, the praying
of the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Reflection was live streamed

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord; and let perpetual light
shine upon them.

• Cor ad Cor: First Friday Adoration on May 1 was live streamed

May these souls, and the souls
of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

• On Friday, May 8 in the morning, a simple May Crowning was live streamed

• In the Easter Season, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays
We commend our priests for all the efforts made to keep the prayer life of our
parish going amidst the pandemic. Their availability, visibility, and providing ways
for parishioners to pray and stay connected to the parish despite the lack of public
congregating have been a great spiritual gift. The Church keeps on praying, and
even more so in this critical time.

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church
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PASTORAL CARE & OUTREACH MINISTRY

CONNECTING DESPITE CORONAVIRUS
By Deacon Jerome Buhman, Director of Pastoral Care

The privilege of being a part of the Pastoral Care Team at St. Maria Goretti is being
able to visit all of our wonderful parishioners in hospitals, nursing homes, assisted
living facilities, apartments or homes. However, in these days of lockdowns, social
distancing, and safer at home, we have been challenged with how to maintain our
sense of community and support without physically being able to be present.
One of the tools we use more extensively now, though we made great use of it
BCV (before Corona Virus), is the telephone. The Pastoral Care Team, with the
wonderful assistance of the Mazzuchelli Care Team, call numerous parishioners
to chat, pray, and offer support. Talking with members of the Teams, they are
delighted to be able to enrich their own lives as well as strengthen our community.
Other more modern technologies, such as Zoom and social media, are being put
to use as well.
But not everyone has ready access to a computer or the internet, so then we began
publishing a small hard-copy newsletter which is mailed to over 230 households every
two weeks or so. This short newsletter contains some parish information, but also
fun stories, games and jokes. It is designed to keep us connected as a community,
entertained in our social isolation, and informed about SMG activities.

Trying to keep in contact with
everyone...

We fervently hope that we will be able to visit in person in the not-too-distant
future. Until then, please know that our parish members, though socially
distanced, still remain a family in communion.

AFTER SAFER AT HOME
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

I pray that this day finds you and your family safe and well. We are all looking
forward to the day when things begin to return to normal — when we can go back
to work; when we can gather for the celebration of the sacraments; when we can
visit our families and friends. Like you, I too pray that this time comes soon. But
there are members of our community who see the return to normal with some
apprehension.
Once the Safer at Home order is relaxed, landlords will soon be able to evict people
who are delinquent with the rent and utilities will be able to be shut off for those
who are not current with their payments. Even now, some families are living with
a heightened degree of worry about what will happen to them after this pandemic
has subsided.
Prior to this, many families were already living paycheck to paycheck with little or
no emergency fund. They can stretch their dollars by going to food pantries and
through other assistance programs, but they are falling behind. Sadly, we could
very easily see a tremendous increase in homelessness in the months ahead.
St. Maria Goretti has been working with Good Shepherd Lutheran and Orchard
Ridge UCC, along with Joining Forces for Families and the social workers at
neighboring schools, to help families stay in their homes. In late March, one school
sent out a survey, and 16 families responded that they would likely need financial
assistance to stay in their homes. Unfortunately, since then the situation has
continued on and is getting worse.

WE’RE MAKING AN IMPACT
We held two drop-off giving
drive events in April and May, to
support St. Vincent de Paul and
the Catholic Multicultural Center.
Your donations of paper goods,
personal care items, and food, as
well as your generous financial
support, has truly helped
our neighbors in this time of
uncertainty.
On behalf of these two
organizations - you deserve a
great round of applause.
Thank you!

Outreach Ministry continued on page 7
Gatherings - Summer 2020
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
KEVIN WONDRASH

KRIS MANGIARACINA

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

My name is Kevin Wondrash. I’m 36,
unmarried, and live in Madison. I’m a
graduate of the University of WisconsinMadison, earning a double major in journalism and
communication arts. After several years working in radio
and TV news, I’m now the assistant editor of the Catholic
Herald newspaper in Madison.

I am a transplant from Illinois where I spent
the first 25 years of my life. My husband, Keith,
and I have been married 18 years. We have one
daughter, Isabelle, who has attended SMG school for
eight years. I love spending time with family and friends,
being outdoors, traveling, and reading.

How did you get involved with SMG?

We joined SMG 10 years ago. My family and I attend Mass
weekly, I help out with outreach activities, and I maintain
a personal daily prayer life. I am also an assistant coach for
my daughter’s volleyball team at SMG.

I joined St. Maria Goretti Parish in 2011 after being drawn
in by the Young Professionals Group (now known as the
Young Adult Group). I immediately became involved in
that group and high school youth ministry and found
other opportunities as they’ve arisen. I currently serve, on
a volunteer basis, as the coordinator of the Young Adult
Group, a role I’ve held since 2013.

How did you get involved with SMG?

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

My favorite part of the SMG community is quite honestly,
the community. From the minute I walk through the doors,
there is a feeling of “this is home . . . this is where I belong.”

I work with the Outreach Ministry as the Vice President
of the St. Vincent de Paul - SMG Conference. I work
alongside a great group of people who have helped me in so
many ways. We assist those in our community with many
different services. We organize food and school supply
drives, have bake sales, go caroling, and tie blankets for the
families we visit every weekend.

What is the most rewarding thing about volunteering?

What is the most rewarding thing about volunteering?

The most rewarding thing is when you can see some of the
effects of your efforts from a distance. It makes me happy to
see young adults take advantage of the opportunities we offer,
especially if it’s something new to them, or something they
finally have a chance to partake in. If I’ve been an instrument
in helping them get closer to God, then I’ve done my part.

What I love about volunteering is the satisfaction of giving
back. When I volunteer it isn’t about how much I can do,
but rather knowing that whatever I am doing is making a
difference in someone else’s life. When I visit the families
that we serve, it makes me appreciate everything that I
have and really puts things into perspective. I love the
feeling of making someone’s life a little easier.

What is your favorite part about the SMG community?

Why would you recommend that others get involved at SMG?
Getting involved is a great way to understand how things
within a parish community work and can be done. This
can help you further your effort with the parish or outside
activities. You both learn what people “behind-the-scenes”
go through and find ways to add your talents to the mix.
You also meet a lot of people and ingrain yourself deeper
into the parish community.
What are your hopes for the future of SMG?
My hopes are for SMG to become an even greater place
where people seeking God’s love know the door is open to
them, and once they are inside, they will find the answers
to how they can know, love, and serve God according to
His will. When people hear “St. Maria Goretti,” they should
know “That’s where I can find God.”

What is your favorite memory from your volunteer
experience?
I have helped many people within our community. One
memory that sticks out for me is a woman who couldn’t
pay her utility bill. She needed her electricity to work due
to her severe medical issues (oxygen tank). I was able to call
the company and work with them so her power stayed on.
The joy of that women’s face could light up a room. She will
always be in my heart.
What are your hopes for the future of SMG?
I hope we can continue to grow as a parish and that the
youth will stay actively involved. It takes a strong and
faithful parish to maintain the family atmosphere and
community SMG has always had.

If you know an amazing volunteer at SMG that you would like to see in the spotlight,
please contact Kristin at 608-268-2957 or kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.
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MEET DEACON VINCENT RACANELLI
I grew up in Jefferson, WI as the youngest
of three children. My older brother and
older sister are both married, and between
the two of them I currently have five
nephews and three nieces.
I spent four years at University of Wisconsin-Madison, where
I studied history and Spanish (originally with the intention
of teaching history). It was through St. Paul’s Ministry on the
UW-Madison campus that I became open to and discerned a
priestly vocation.
After graduating from UW-Madison in May 2014, I entered
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit to study for the
priesthood for the Diocese of Madison. I have been in
seminary for the past six years.
Some of my previous summer assignments have been at Holy
Family Parish in Waterloo and Marshall, at Blessed Trinity

Parish in Dane and Lodi, and St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
on the west side of Madison.
Other summer assignments included a summer program
called the Rome Experience, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
and a thirty-day silent retreat. Last spring, on May 24, I was
ordained a deacon.
For the past two months, I have been staying at St. Maria
Goretti Parish as I finish my seminary studies remotely. While
it has definitely been a different experience of parish life, I have
thoroughly enjoyed being back in Wisconsin and being able to
walk around the neighborhood at St. Maria Goretti. If you see
me out on a walk, feel free to say “hi” and introduce yourself.
I would love to be able to meet you.
God willing, I will be ordained a priest this summer,
on June 26.

MEET JUSTIN - GROUNDS COORDINATOR
Hi folks! My name is Justin Novotney,
and I joined the SMG staff as Grounds
Coordinator this past March 2020. I
grew up in Illinois. I studied Mechanical
Engineering at Saint Louis University,
and got a second degree in Education while teaching middle
school math and science in Sacramento, CA. While teaching, I
met my wife (we were married at St. Maria Goretti). We moved
to Madison in 2013 to be closer to family. We have two young
boys (4 and 2), and a third child on the way, due in December!
I’m relatively new to the world of biology, plants, and all living
things, but have been acquiring an immersive education for
the last several years.

I’ve been exploring a relationship with plant life, especially, since
leaving my full-time job at a software company last June. That’s
when my wife, our boys, and I set out on a journey, establishing
ourselves as the Great Turning Catholic Worker Farm.
My hope and excitement in my role as Grounds Coordinator
is to work with many of the parishioners here and engage in
dialogue as we work. I look forward to hearing about your
unique vocational paths, and would love to share about my own.
My interest has been pulled towards the work of climate
justice and anti-racism, and how we as a Church move towards
right relationship with our sweet earth and with one another
as we care for our common home.

Outreach Ministry continued from page 5

So, what can we do at St. Maria Goretti? Our first response is always to lift up
these families in our prayers. Pray that God will be with them, especially with the
children, that they will not be permanently scarred by these events. Additionally,
I invite those of us who can afford to do so, to contribute to the Outreach Fund.
This money will be used to help families stay in their homes.
Our top priority will be to assist the families of our fellow parishioners. Once
those needs are met, we will help our neighbors in need. You can contribute to the
Outreach Fund online from our website at www.stmariagoretti.org/ministries/
outreach-ministry or by mailing in your contribution to the parish office in the
blue Outreach envelope. If you wish your contribution to be used specifically for
housing, please designate “housing” when making your donation.

Gatherings - Summer 2020
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Catholic Multicultural Center
pantry guests and staff thank
SMG for their donations during
the drop-off giving drive.
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FAITH FORMATION

GROWING IN HOLINESS THROUGH ADULT FAITH FORMATION
By Fr. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar

Adult faith formation initiatives here at
St. Maria Goretti have seen enthusiastic
participation over the past number of months. Through
various educational and formative opportunities, adults of
SMG have had the chance to grow in holiness, deepen their
lives of prayer, and study the scriptures and the teachings of
the Catholic Church.
One group of nearly 30 parishioners spent 24 weeks
studying the scriptures through a series titled The Bible
Timeline: The Story of Salvation. This chronological study
of the scriptural narrative seeks to put the entirety of the
Bible into greater perspective and understanding. Certainly
an ambitious task, this group of parishioners met almost
every week to pray and study the scriptures together. It is
our hope that another session of the Bible Timeline study
will be offered come fall for those who are interested.
Beginning in Lent, a few small groups undertook a 10 week
study on the life of Christ: Jesus, The Way, The Truth, and
The Life. This video study, filmed in the Holy Land, offers
a glimpse into the extraordinary time and place in which

Jesus lived and taught. This series offered participants a
chance to encounter Jesus Christ in a new and deeper way by
studying the Gospels and the mysteries of His life on earth.
Not to be deterred by current restrictions, we offered a
3-part online series, in which I presented on the history,
dogma, and implications of the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Fitting for the Easter season, the mystery of the
Resurrection is an inexhaustible fount of wisdom, grace,
and beauty. The videos from these sessions were recorded
and can be accessed on the parish YouTube channel.
In the coming months, more opportunities for faith
formation for adults will be offered. Fr. Scott will once
again host a summer book club — the book to be studied
is yet to be determined. In the fall, we will begin to host
regularly occurring adult faith formation nights, in which
there will be presentations on a variety of topics throughout
the year, with time for discussion, prayer, and fellowship.
Additionally, small group study series will again be offered
in the fall, in Advent, and in Lent.

FIRST COMMUNION PICTURE MATCH GAME
To honor and acknowledge our First Communicants who will be receiving the Eucharist in the fall, here are some First Communion
pictures from parish staff, school teachers, and religious education catechists.
Try to match the names wtih the correct pictures. To see how many you got correct, see the answers below.
a.

b.

c.

1. Deacon Dick Martin - Outreach Coordinator
2. Molly Tranel - 2nd Grade Teacher
3. Monica Silverwood - IT Consultant & Payroll
4. Josh Bruecken - Director of Facilities
and Maintenance

d.

e.

f.

5. Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA - Pastoral Associate &
Director of Liturgy and RCIA
6. Shirley Bremer - First Communion Catechist

2. e

3. f

4. a

5. d

6. c
St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

Answers: 1. b
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One of our second
graders virtually
learns about the
Last Supper and
the Eucharistic
Prayer, as he
prepares to receive
First Communion
in the fall.

WE’RE STAYING CONNECTED

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE
By Margaret Breunig Clark, Director of Religious Education

It’s been a challenge trying to figure out how to do a relational ministry without
seeing the children and families. First and foremost, I miss seeing all of the children
and families. I miss seeing the amazing team of over 50 Catechists and volunteers.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION (AGES 3-5)
Well, the ECE (Early Childhood Education) Sunday morning program for 3-5 year
olds came to a crashing halt. The 64 children were practicing and getting excited
to sing two songs during an upcoming Sunday Mass. I heard from several parents
that their children continue to sing and make the hand motions to the songs. All I
can say is “sorry parents!” We hope to gather together again in the fall on Sunday
mornings during the 9 a.m. Mass.

THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Our middle and high school
students have been staying
connected using Zoom. Three
nights a week, you can find the
different youth groups gathered
in the virtual world continuing
our faith journeys:
Sunday Evenings - SMG
Freshmen Group
Monday Evenings - High School
Youth Group
Wednesday Evenings - Middle
School Religious Education

We have decided to reschedule First Communions for the fall. The dates have not
been set yet because we are waiting to see if there are any stipulations on how
many can gather in the Church at one time. My heart goes out to all our First
Communicants and their families. I look forward to the day when we can gather
again in the Church and all receive Jesus in the Eucharist.
In the meantime, I’ve been emailing lesson plans for the parents and children to do
together at home. The lesson plans include: reading through the workbook together,
completing a learning activity together, and then answering questions on Kahoot,
which is an interactive, fun way to “quiz” the children on their understanding of
the topic. I have also videotaped myself teaching the lesson so the parents and the
children can simply follow along in the books.
During Holy Week, parents and children participated in a short retreat focused on
three main topics: the Last Supper, Experience the Eucharist, and the Mass.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
About once a week, learning opportunities are sent out to the Religious Education
families, such as videos to watch, handouts to read and complete, and art projects.
In addition to these ways of staying connected, I have been individually calling
all our families. It gives me an opportunity to let them know I’m praying for them
while also checking in to see if they need anything and how things are going. It’s the
personal touch that I really enjoy, and it makes me happy to hear everyone’s voices.

Gatherings - Summer 2020
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LOVE BEGINS HERE UPDATE
Our Diocese of Madison’s local
mission trips will look different
this summer, but will still occur!
We are still looking for a
few service project sites and
additional volunteers. For more
information, visit our website
at www.stmariagoretti.org.
Stay tuned - updates on how the
program will look this summer
will be out soon!
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LOOKING TO GOD
By Fr. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar

In my lifetime, I have never experienced
anything like this. Living in the midst of a
pandemic and a lockdown across the world, has been a
tough and challenging situation for everyone. As a priest,
things look completely different. I am no longer able to
visit our parishioners in the hospitals and homebound, or
minister to them in the usual ways. Parishioners are very
important in my life as a priest, and I miss seeing them all
face to face.
One conversation I had with a parishioner focused on his
feelings of anxiety and uncertainty about his life during this
time. Others have asked me if this is the will of God and a
punishment for our sins. However, that is not so. Although
we don’t always know the reason, sometimes God allows or
permits things to happen.
In the Gospel of John, the disciples asked Jesus, about a blind
man. “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but this happened so that the works of God
would be displayed in him.” (Jn 9:3)

I believe that today’s crisis teaches us that we are limited
people. Some people are proud and believe that they can
achieve everything. Many people believe that they are in
control. But we must be humble and realize that we have
limits. God is the one in control.
God might be using this opportunity to encourage us to
grow deeper in our faith. Staying at home might provide
more opportunities for us to meditate and to pray. We might
have more time to make phone calls to connect to others in
our parish community.
For me personally, I’ve been able to spend more time in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. I’ve been able to pray
the hours of divine office alongside my fellow priests. I’ve
been able to offer more time to hear Confessions, and have
really enjoyed seeing so many people receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation.
So, although we don’t know what the future will hold, let us
look to God in this situation, and perhaps we can discover
Him at work among us in unforeseen ways.

Drive-Thru continued from page 1

Many of the establishments, too, have parish connections including
Mooyah Burgers, Vintage Brewing Company, Wisconsin Distributors,
LaBaguette, Sassy Cow Creamery, La Brioche True Food, General Beer
Distributors, North and South, Dahmen’s, and Greenbush Bakery
(purveyor of our beloved Sunday donuts).
This event also serves as a little fundraiser for SMG, in these financially
uncertain times, after we’ve had to cancel some of our traditional
fundraising events.
Perhaps most importantly, though, is that these events “feed the flock”.
And not just with the obvious — those tasty, local comestibles and
thirst-quenchers. People have something to do and a place to go.
They wave to their friends across the parking lot. They chat with
volunteers as they wind through the line. They experience a rare touch
point with the community, perhaps giving them a renewed glimpse of
normalcy. And they can take the meal home and eat it together.
This is why we have continued to serve a few hundred cars at each
event, even several weeks in a row. We hope to continue these and
perhaps offer them occasionally throughout the year. So, if you haven’t
already, at our next event...why don’t you come feed your flock?
Stay up to date on our upcoming Drive-Thru events by visiting our
website at www.stmariagoretti.org or our Facebook page.
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MAINTENANCE MUSINGS
By Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance

CLEANING WITH CARING
As I reflect on scripture, it is amazing how Jesus makes
ordinary activities holy. Jesus washing the feet of his
disciples is one example. As I focused on the washing or
cleaning Jesus performed in the passage, I thought of the
three men tasked with keeping St. Maria Goretti clean
and safe: Mike Hurtgen, Dave Farrey, and Robbin Kopp.
We’re looking forward to when we can resume our monthly bingo
event with the residents at All Saints Assisted Living.

Although this is part of their job responsibilities, the
continual commitment they show to their tasks, especially
during a pandemic, adds a loving element to their work.
Let me introduce or reintroduce each of them:

YOUNG ADULT UPDATE
By Kevin Wondrash, Young Adult Coordinator

MIKE HURTGEN

Distance.

Mike has cleaned St. Maria
Goretti’s church for thirteen years.
Every Monday, he sweeps out the
pews with a dust mop in one hand
and a rosary in the other.

That’s the word dominating most of our lives now. Most of
the things we do, if we can do them at all, need to be done at
a “distance”.
How has this affected the Young Adult Group? How has this
affected our mission of growing closer to God and neighbor
through spiritual, service, and social means?

DAVE FARREY

Our First Friday Cor ad Cor Adoration and Social has not
been stopped by the COVID-19 pandemic. In early May, with
a few of us in the church, and more at home watching via a
live stream, we were able to partake in a Holy Hour in front
of the Blessed Sacrament. Following the prayer time, either
via a Zoom video conference—or meeting up in the parish
parking lot, practicing social distancing—we were able to
converse with our fellow young adults, catch up, and see
how everyone is doing during this time.

Dave has worked tirelessly at the
school for eight years. When the
children are present, he responds
to emergency calls and is often
cracking a joke. During the
summer, he meticulously cleans
every classroom and cubbie and
moves all the furniture to
refinish the floors.

While our monthly bingo visits to All Saints Assisted Living
in Madison are on hold, we are still praying for all of our
friends there, and we hope to see them all again really soon.

ROBBIN KOPP
Robbin needs little introduction.
For the last two years, he has had
a delightful demeanor and enjoys
engaging in friendly banter while
cleaning the windows or tidying
up the parish hall.

Our prayer efforts have also expanded recently with a new
ministry for praying for the dead of our parish. In another
instance of using technology, we were able to connect and
pray a Divine Mercy Chaplet together on Divine Mercy
Sunday.
While we don’t know what the next few months or the rest
of the year will bring, we still encourage all young adults in
their 20s and 30s, married, single, or discerning to join us.
The best ways to connect with us is via our email list, or our
Facebook page: “St. Maria Goretti Young Adults”.
For more information, visit www.stmariagoretti.org/
ministries/young-adults.

Gatherings - Summer 2020

The dedication these men have shown towards St. Maria
Goretti Parish and ultimately to God is humbling and
inspiring to witness.

May we all strive to do ordinary tasks with love.

www.stmariagoretti.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
EVENTS

DATE

TIME

Cor ad Cor

Fri, June 5

6 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive

Sat, June 13

8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Love Begins Here - Middle School Week - July 7-10
Love Begins Here - High School Week - July 12-17
Summer Book Club

TBD

Facilities Work Day

Sat, Sept 12

8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Parish Events - Here are the events we know are happening this
summer! Unfortunately, due to coronavirus regulations, the
majority of the scheduled events during the past few months
have been canceled. If we are able to reschedule any of those
events, we will communicate that as soon as we can.
Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for the
most up-to-date information about future events as well as our
current liturgical schedule.

PARISH LIFE - STAYING
CONNECTED DURING A TIME
OF SOCIAL DISTANCING
In our parish life ministries, we strive to
promote a Catholic environment, cultivate a
sense of belonging, and build community among all age
groups. You may wonder how we can accomplish that
during a time of social distancing?
Well, our parish life ministries, as well as many others,
began utilizing virtual ways of staying connected. Here
are just a few parishioners connecting with others while
participating in virtual Young Family Story-time, Sunday
Morning Hospitality, and Adult Faith Formation.

