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Logan Donohoe—Age 6 

Advent Reconciliation 

Schedule 
 

Communal Reconciliation 
Thursday, December 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Private Reconciliation 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 7:00 a.m. 

Thursdays, 4:30 p.m. 

Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

Christmas Season 

Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve 
Monday, December 24 

4:00 p.m. Children’s Pageant 

4:30 p.m. Vigil of Christmas - Children’s Mass  

7:00 p.m. Vigil of Christmas 

9:30 p.m. Choir Christmas Carols  

10:00 p.m. Christmas Mass of the Night 
 

Christmas Day: Nativity of the Lord 
Mass of the Day 

Tuesday, December 25 - 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 29 - 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday, December 30 - 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.; 5:15 p.m.  
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Monday, December 31 - 5:15 p.m.  

Tuesday, January 1 - 9:00 a.m.  
 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, January 5 - 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday, January 6 - 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.; 5:15 p.m.  
 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 12 - 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday, January 13 - 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.; 5:15 p.m.  
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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

A few years ago, my mom and dad shared a story 
with all of us children and grandchildren that 
touched them deeply. It was in the December 14, 
1982 issue of Woman's Day magazine and is entitled 
“For the Man who Hated Christmas,” by Nancy W. 
Gavin. A few week’s ago my younger brother 
reminded me of the story as we talked about our 
Christmas plans for all the children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren.  

Since the original publication of this story it has 
appeared in countless other publications, and it 
remains a favorite Christmas story for many.  

“For the Man Who Hated Christmas,” by Nancy W. Gavin 

It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches 
of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification, no 
inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree 
for the past ten years. 

It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas. 
Oh, not the true meaning of 
Christmas, but the commercial 
aspects of it – overspending and 
the frantic running around at the 
last minute to get a tie for Uncle 
Harry and the dusting powder 
for Grandma – the gifts given in 
desperation because you 
couldn't think of anything else. 

Knowing he felt this way, I 
decided one year to bypass the 
usual shirts, sweaters, ties and 
so forth. I reached for something special just for Mike. The 
inspiration came in an unusual way. 

Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling 
team at the school he attended. Shortly before Christmas, 
there was a non-league match against a team sponsored 
by an inner-city church. These youngsters, dressed in 
sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the 
only thing holding them together, presented a sharp 
contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms 
and sparkling new wrestling shoes. 

As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other 
team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light 
helmet designed to protect a wrestler's ears. It was a 
luxury the ragtag team obviously could not afford. 

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight 
class. Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, "I 
wish just one of them could have won," he said. "They 
have a lot of potential, but losing like this could take the 

heart right out of them." Mike loved kids – all kids. He so 
enjoyed coaching little league football, baseball and 
lacrosse. That's when the idea for his present came. 

That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and 
bought an assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes, 
and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On 
Christmas Eve, I placed a small, white envelope on the 
tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done, and that 
this was his gift from me. 

Mike's smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that 
year. And that same bright smile lit up succeeding years. 
For each Christmas, I followed the tradition – one year 
sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a 
hockey game, another year a check to a pair of elderly 
brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week 
before Christmas, and on and on. 

The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. 
It was always the last thing opened on Christmas morning, 
and our children – ignoring their new toys – would stand 
with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope 

from the tree to reveal its 
contents. As the children grew, 
the toys gave way to more 
practical presents, but the small, 
white envelope never lost its 
allure. 

The story doesn't end there. 
You see, we lost Mike last year 
due to dreaded cancer. When 
Christmas rolled around, I was 
still so wrapped in grief that I 
barely got the tree up. But 

Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree. 
And the next morning, I found it was magically joined by 
three more. Unbeknownst to the others, each of our three 
children had for the first time placed a white envelope on 
the tree for their dad. The tradition has grown and 
someday will expand even further with our grandchildren 
standing to take down that special envelope. Mike's spirit, 
like the Christmas spirit, will always be with us. 

Since the sharing of this story with our family, many 
years ago, our family’s way of celebrating Christmas 
and our gift giving has been transformed. The white 
envelopes on our family trees have spread to three 
generations. The creativity found in those envelopes 
brings great joy to our family and “great joy to the 
world.”  

On behalf of all the priests of our parish family may 
your Christmas be filled with resounding joys.  

–Fr. Bob, Fr. Mike, Fr. Pat, Fr. Tony, and Fr. Drew 
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Tianna Phillips—Age 8  

 

May They 
Rest in Peace 

+ 
Elmer Lemon, August 29 

Jospehine Dyke, September 1 
Sylvester Sutter, September 4 
Ray Stalowski, September 12 
Terence Strong, September 26 

Jan Okas, October 25 
Marti O’Leary, October 28 
Andy Balch, November 12 

 

Saint Maria Goretti Church 
received memorial gifts from 
August 29 to November 15  
in memory of the following: 

 

Mike & Marti O’Leary 

+ 

Shirley Pike 
 

We are very grateful to  
families and friends  

for remembering  
Saint Maria Goretti Church.  

May God reward them  
with eternal life. 

Mass Schedule 
Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. 

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday: 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.; 5:15 p.m. 

 

Reconciliation 
Monday and Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 

Thursday: 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. 

 

RCIA:  
Welcoming a New Candidate  

for Full Communion 

By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Director of RCIA 

denise.herrmann@stmariagoretti.org 
 

On November 11th at the 9:00 a.m. Mass, our parish celebrated 
the Rite of Welcome for our RCIA Candidate Jennifer Reinfried. 
She is already baptized and is preparing for her Profession of 
Faith, Confirmation, and the reception of her first Communion.    
 

At this Rite, Jennifer’s baptism was reaffirmed, and once again 
she was signed with the cross. The cross was traced on her 
forehead, shoulders, hands, feet, over her heart, etc.  “Receive 
the Cross…” was repeated over and over, letting her reflect on 
the importance of the cross of Jesus Christ in his gift of salvation 
through Baptism and initiation into the Church.  The parish 
congregation surrounded Jennifer and her sponsor Derek with its 
prayerful support and singing of the refrain “Christ Will Be Your 
Strength.”  

Upcoming Liturgical Events 
 
December, 2018 
 

7 Annual School Gift Mass,  
Friday 8:00 a.m. 

7 Vigil of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 
Friday 5:15 p.m. 

8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception,  
Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

 

February, 2019 
 

2 Feast of the Presentation of the Lord,  
 Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
2-3 Blessing of Throats 

Saturday Anticipatory Mass and all Sunday Masses 
 

March, 2019 

6 Ash Wednesday,  

6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., & 5:15 p.m. 
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Christmas Celebrations in India 

Everything looks white and bright. Snow covered grass, 
winter at its peak,  the temperature dropping below zero, 
streets and houses decorated with colorful lights, 
Christmas trees, Santa Claus, homes and hearts filled with 
fun and expectations; the celebration of the birth of Jesus 
our Lord. Well, my brothers and sisters, it’s quite different 
in India, the land where I come from, especially my home 
diocese where I grew up and served as a Parish Priest. 
 

India is a land of many religions, many languages, many 
cultures and many traditions; the celebration of Christmas 
can be seen through this lens. It is a time of celebrations 
indeed, but with no snow, no temperatures below zero. 
We indeed do wait eagerly for the coming of Christ Jesus 
in the manger. The season of Christmas starts with the 
first Sunday in the season of Advent. The faithful attend 
the daily Mass. During this season the faithful are 
encouraged to attend prayer services for three days where 
they participate in prayer, praise and worship and 
confession. These are the days set apart only for pious 
activities. The stores and streets are devoid of any 
religious decorations and are adorned with stars and 
bright lights. The homes are decorated with bright ribbons 
and each house has a crib. At the same time all the 
churches are decorated with bright lights, balloons, stars, 
ribbons, and a beautiful crib with Christmas trees. During 
this season different competitions are conducted like 
essay writing, elocutions, drawing and crib decorations.  
 
The real joy of Christmas celebrations begins with carols. 
We start our carols on the 17th of December. The parish 
choir is divided into two groups along with two Sisters, 
Santa Claus, and a priest.  

 

These two groups will visit every house in the parish with 
carol singing, and the priest gives a Christmas blessing to 
the house and the cribs they visit. After the blessing 
everyone in the household holds and kisses the baby 

By Fr. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar 

tony.thirumalareddy@stmariagoretti.org 

Jesus. The baby Jesus is taken to each room in the house. 
Each house offers coffee, cakes, candies, and snacks. We 
have lots of fun and make merry and go to the next house. 
Each day we go up to 20 houses. 
 
Christmas celebrations begin with the vigil Mass at 
11:30pm. The faithful wear their best new clothing as a 
sign of newness to receive the Lord and participate in the 
Holy Mass. The Mass is celebrated with pomp and piety. It 
goes on for at least two hours. After the Mass the people 
greet one another by exchanging sweets. On Christmas 
Day, they cook a variety of dishes and share with the poor 
and friends of other religions. 
 
I have been a parish priest for the past seven years; every 
Christmas with the faithful has been a wonderful 
experience. Children wait for the new clothes because 
they get them only during the Christmas feast. The birth of 
Jesus is celebrated, not only in the church or cribs but also 
in our hearts. 
 
I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and prosperous New 
Year 2019.  - Fr. Tony 
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How time flies when you are doing what God has called 
you to do!  Would you believe that it has been a year since 
I began in the position of the Outreach Coordinator for our 
great parish?  We already had effective and important 
outreach ministries when the position was created such as 
our St. Vincent de Paul Conference with their home visits, 
food pantry, blanket bee and many other service projects.  
Also, many of you are involved in the Luke House 
Community Meal, the Military Service Committee, the 
Giving Tree, and Prolife ministries.  Thank you for your on-
going care for our neighbors in need.   
 
Pope Francis has continually called us to put our faith into 
action by reaching out to those who are on the margins of 
our society.   While these existing ministries did just that 
they didn’t always address the needs of our community or 
best use the time and talent of our parishioners so 
additional ministries have been started.   
 
 St. Maria Goretti has joined our other faith 

communities in creating Snack Packs for the kids at 
the Meadowood Neighborhood Center.  We make 180 
sandwiches to be used during the second week of the 
month so that the kids that use the Center have 
something to eat after school. 

 
 The Mazzuchelli Care Team Ministry was started to 

help parishioners who are home-bound or in care 
facilities feel a part of the parish by providing regular 
visits where the team members will talk with them, 
play games or help with light projects like baking 
cookies or addressing Christmas cards. 

 
 We are providing and serving the Sunday meal at the 

Catholic Multicultural Center on the fourth Sunday of 
the month.  While this is similar to what we do with 
Luke House on the second Thursday of the month, 
because it is on Sunday it allows people who work 
during the week an opportunity to serve. 

 
 Queen of Americas Mission in Cambria, WI serves the 

seasonal workers who work in the canning factories 
there.  St. Maria Goretti is taking the lead to help this 
Mission.  We have provided liturgical books, 
missalettes, bibles, catechisms and rosaries for the 
community.  We also spent a day cleaning up the 12 
acres of woods surrounding the building, and will be 
working with the diocese to update the church. 

 

Our parish is also helping at the Beacon (the Homeless 
Day Shelter run by Catholic Charities), working with the 
Catholic Multicultural Center to get signage for their 
Fitchburg location, taking the lead on reestablishing the 
Wisconsin March for Life, and working with our 
neighboring faith communities on the Stop the Violence 
parade and on how to assist the neighborhood sustain 
stable housing. 
 
Thank you for all that you do help our neighbors in need 
and doing so to take the Gospel out into the world. 

Outreach 

By Deacon Dick Martin 

dick.martin@stmariagoretti.org 

The year in review 

Detail from drawing by Reagen Esquibel - Grade 1 
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Anja Strauss - Grade 3 

Detail of drawing  
by Katarina Kenney - 

Grade 4 
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Saint Maria Goretti’s Annual Blanket Bee for Saint Vincent de Paul 

On Saturday, November 17th at 9:00 a.m., our Parish Hall was filled 
with a joyful noise and busy hands. About two hundred adults and 
children enjoyed the opportunity to work together in tying fleece 
blankets for our Saint Vincent de Paul Conference. A total of 100 

blankets were lovingly assembled 
to be shared with families and 

individuals in our area who are in 
need of such comfort. At the end 
of the blanket bee, Fr. Bob and Deacon Dick gathered everyone 
together for a blessing of the blankets and prayed for those who 

will be receiving them as a sign of our community’s care and love.   



It has been a busy Fall this year in the world of Youth 
Ministry with sessions starting back up, retreats, and 
even a Confirmation! 
 

This past summer the decision had been made to 
lower the age of Confirmation for our teens from the 
Spring of 10th grade to the Spring of 9th grade. 
However this meant that this year would be our 
transitional year - a fresh new group of 9th graders 
and a returning group of 
10th graders awaiting 
their turn to receive the 
sacrament. With the 
help of many amazing catechists, a system was 
developed to teach separate sessions for the 9th and 
10th graders but still on the same night. Our 
freshman have been using the popular Chosen: 
Journey Towards Confirmation series from Ascension 
and our sophomores received a quick and 
comprehensive review before their Fall Confirmation. 
 
With a retreat under their belts and work completed, 
32 young people were Confirmed this past weekend at 
St. Maria Goretti with Fr. Bob officiating. It was a 
beautiful liturgy and joyous time of celebration for 
our teens, their families, and for the whole faith 
community. 
 
However the road does not stop here for our 10th 
graders! We hope to see them transition into the High 
School Youth Group to receive ongoing formation 
during their high school years. The HS Youth Group 
meets on Monday nights at the school, from 7:30 - 

9:00 p.m. Born out of a desire to keep our teens 
growing in their faith, the HS Youth Group is a drop-
in program with a community-centered focus that has 
allowed the students to feel a true sense of 
“community” or “family”. This group is meant to be a 
safe place for our teens; a place to unwind, be 

 

yourself, and grow as a disciple of Jesus. The group 
is made up of teens of all ages and a handful of 
young adults who care about passing on the faith. 
In addition to Monday night gatherings, the group 
has attended events around the diocese, plans to 
attend Frassati Fest in the winter, and many 
summer opportunities such as Steubenville Youth 
Conferences, Love Begins Here Mission Trips, and 

more. Any interested teens should contact Amelia 
directly.  
 

We look forward to continue walking and helping 
form our young people to be strong, lifelong 
disciples of Jesus Christ! 
 

By Amelia Misiak  

amelia.misiak@stmariagoretti.org  

Saint Maria Goretti Youth Ministry 

Reagan Esquibel - Grade 1 
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The O Antiphons are seven brief 
verses one of which is designated to 
be sung before the Gospel Canticle 
during Evening Prayer on each of 
the seven days before the Vigil of 
Christmas. They each begin with 
the exclamation "O" and conclude 

with a plea for the Messiah to come. 
The antiphons were composed 

around the seventh century when 
they were assembled from texts of 

the Old Testament which 
anticipated the coming of our 

salvation. These Antiphons are the 
source of the words for the 

traditional song, O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel. 

Adapted: Catholic Online, www.catholic.org.  

O Antiphons 

These beautiful ornaments of 
the seven “O Antiphons” 
shown on this page were 

colored by the 8th graders at 
Saint Maria Goretti School. 

A total of 750 of these 
ornaments were colored by 

4th through 8th grade 
students for our Parish 

Giving Tree.  
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Veronica  Yoder - Grade 4 

Asher Lange - Grade 2 

The SMG Giving Tree 
Once again, the Saint Maria Goretti Parish’s Giving Tree Program 

is off to a great start! The children at the Parish School have 

decorated over 750 Jesse Tree style ornaments and the Giving Tree 

team has placed the labels on the back of the ornaments which list 

items needed by those organizations this program helps. The tree is 

in the church corridor 

and ornaments are 

flying off the tree as 

fast as the team can 

replenish them. The 

gifts are already 

arriving and being 

sorted for distribution.  

Like last year the 

ornaments had the 

symbols and scripture 

verses commonly used 

with the Jesse Tree. 

The tree is a “bare-

branch-tree” more 

customarily used with 

the Jesse tradition. As 

in years past, the 

generosity of the SMG 

parishioners is overwhelming! You are all bringing so much joy 

and making such a difference in the lives of so many people.  

Items needed this year range from diapers, Pack-n-Plays and other 

baby items which will be used to support the CareNet and 

Pregnancy Helpline; to socks, mittens, coats, hats, and other 

clothing, toys and school supplies and more 

which will be distributed to the organizations 

listed below: 

 Meadowood Neighborhood Center 

 JFF Allied Drive 

 Port St. Vincent 

 St. Vincent de Paul Teen Giveaway 

 The Elizabeth House 

 Elizabeth Seton House 

 The Beacon Homeless Day Resource 

Center 

 CareNet 

 Pregnancy Helpline 

 Badger Care Cancer Network 

 Parishioners in Need 

 Catholic Multicultural Center (CMC) 

 ...and more 

 

Please follow all the instructions found on the 

back of the ornament and please be sure to 

bring those gifts back by the date listed! 

If you are interested in helping sort and deliver 

the gifts to these agencies please contact Carol 

Vander Sluis at (608) 843-3647. “God bless us, 

everyone!” for making this year’s Giving Tree 

such a wonderful success! As Fr. Mike says: 

Keep Hope Alive!  
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Pancake Breakfast 
January 6, 2019 

7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Parish Hall 

 Pancakes (Variety & gluten-free) 

 Homemade blueberry & sugar-free 
syrup 

 Sausage 

 Applesauce 

 Orange Juice, Milk, & Coffee 

 $7 adult $5/children (4-12) children 
under 3 are free! 

Young Adults 
The St. Maria Goretti Young Adults finished another 

Church year full of faith and friends.  

To make the most of all that autumn has to offer, we got 

lost, and then found our way out of, a corn maze, along 

with carving pumpkins just in time for Halloween. With 

new liturgical seasons upon us, we're getting ready for the 

holidays with our annual Advent/Christmas party on 

December 19. In the new year, we'll be belly-laughing 

and belly-aching with a karaoke night.  

On the spiritual side, we'll be hosting a night of prayer for 

our homes and our community, just in time for the Lenten 

season.  

We're also continuing our recurring events, such as First 

Friday Adoration, playing bingo with residents at All 

Saints Assisted Living and Memory Care, and playing 

team trivia. 

Everyone in their 20s and 30s, married, single or 

discerning, is welcome to join us! For more information 

on the group, email 

stmariagorettiyoungadults@gmail.com or check out the 

Facebook page “St. Maria Goretti Young Adults and 

More.” 

Carefree Years 
 Christmas luncheon at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in the fellowship hall on the corner of 

Raymond Road & Whitney Way, Wednesday, 

December 12th . The Good Shepherd Prime Timers 

will be hosting the event, beginning at 11:30 a.m. Get 

your name tag and your table and a cup of coffee 

while waiting for the buffet luncheon which will be 

served at 12 noon by table number. Every household 

is asked to bring a dessert of your choice. There will 

be a Christmas carol sing-along after lunch.  

 Carefree Years Game Day, Tuesday, January 15th 

1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the SMG Conference Room. 

Please bring a friend, doesn't have to be a member of 

SMG. Bring you own beverage and snack to share. 

Bring your own game if you wish. Euchre, 5 

Hundred, Canasta, Bunco, 65, Yahtzee & Mexican 

Train. Come enjoy a great afternoon of fun. 

 "Supreme Reflections," a tribute show To Diana Ross 

& the Supremes. Saturday, January 26th at 7:30 p.m. 

in the Middleton High School Theatre, Bristol Street 

in Middleton. Tickets are $27. per person. Please call 

the Vineys for reservations beginning January 11th 

through January 21st at 271-8656. 

www.supremereflections.com 

 Carefree Years Game Day, Tuesday, February 19th 

1:30 - 3:30 p.m. in the SMG Conference Room. 

 "The Young Irelanders" Saturday, February 23rd 

2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Verona High School Theater, 

Richards St. Verona. Tickets $27. 

For more information, call Del Viney at 271-8656 

Check out those creative pumpkins by our young adults! 

Detail of drawing by Brady Weigel—Grade 4 
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With Advent 2018 just around the corner, the students at St. Maria Goretti School are PREPARING. In fact, 
our theme for this year’s Advent is Prepare. The teachers start by posing this basic question:  How will you 
prepare for Jesus’ arrival? 
 
School wide we are preparing with three major activities.  Our first activity is a school wide art display called 
“Prepare.” Students each create a feather and together they are assembled to make a stunning display of an 
Angel. Our Angel is watching over Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus.   This angel is a visual reminder to all of us 
during Advent to prepare for the Lord. 
 
Our second activity is our Gift Mass.  On December 7th, students bring a gift to Mass for children that are less 
fortunate.  Then, St. Vincent de Paul distributes these toys. 
 
Finally, each homeroom, in addition to preschool and Religious Education, is providing a meal for the families 
that the parish helps through the St. Vincent de Paul organization.  Students bring in a food item and a dollar 
donation. They also make Christmas cards for these families. We will also pray each day that our hearts are 
prepared for the Lord. 
 
We will remember and give thanks to our St. Maria Goretti Parish this season.  You will always be in our 
prayers. 

Saint Maria Goretti Catholic School 
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal:  

dianne.Metz@stmariagoretti.org; 271-7551 

Detail of drawing by Katarina Kenney—Grade 4 

Detail of drawing by Katarina Kenney—Grade 4 
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Boy Scout Troop 102  

By Kristin Ruprecht 

Boy Scout Troop 102 has been blessed with great leadership. Over the past 2 years, 
the troop, which is chartered through St. Maria Goretti, embarked on adventures such 
as: camping in South Dakota; a 50-mile hike in Isle Royale National Park, 
encountering moose and learning to eat MRE-type food; and camping in Kentucky, 
touring Mammoth Cave and rappelling at Fort Campbell Army Base.  

Troop 102 has produced a number of Eagle Scouts within the past few years, in fact, 
over 100! The following Scouts have received their Eagle Scout honor and their 
project is listed as well: David Kimbel - built benches placed on Badger Prairie Park 
trail system; Zachary Vosberg - laid 200 ft. of boardwalk at Blue Mound State Park; 
Ethan Prudent - cleared brush to lay a new walking path in Middleton's Greenway 
Station business district; Alex Kimbel - built a bridge over a stream and benches 
at Stewart Lake Country Park; James Benson - built new benches for Cherry Wood 
Homeowners Association neighborhood park; John Ferguson – built a bridge over a stream for a hiking trail at 
Camp Gray; Sean Beyer - built a large kiosk at Camp Gray; Luke Jenn - built shelving for SMG School's outdoor 

classroom; Owen Brown 
- built and installed 
bluebird houses at UW 
Arboretum; Ian Anglin - 
built shelving for the 
donation room at the 
Porchlight Homeless 
Shelter.  

These Scouts have 
completed their project 
and soon will be 
receiving their Eagle 
Scout designation: Scott 
Jenn - dug posts/built 
wooden placards for 
poem trail and added 
fencing at Prairie 
Moraine Dog 
Park; Bobby Rafferty - 
replaced fencing and 
installed gates for a 
community garden at 
Meadowood Baptist 

Church; Nate Ruprecht - built shelving for the Catholic Multicultural Center's food pantry receiving dock. 

The Troop welcomed two new Scouts this past spring, Zach Nilsson and EJ Ruprecht, at the Crossing Over 
Ceremony conducted at the Cub Scout Pack 102's Pinewood Derby. This ceremony ushers Cub Scouts into the 
Boy Scouts.      

We thank parishioner Mike Kleckner, our very 1st Eagle Scout, for his continued support and active involvement 
in Troop 102 and the Council, and recently "retired" Scoutmaster Brent Kimbel and Assistant Scoutmaster Colin 
Anglin. Troop leadership will continue to be strong as new Scoutmaster Mitch Johnson and Assistant 
Scoutmaster Jim Brown take the reins and lead the Troop’s endeavors.  

Boy Scout Troop 102  
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Brady Weigel—Grade 4 

 

News from Fr. Drew 
Dear Saint Maria Goretti Community, 

Nearly two months have passed since saying, “see ya’ later,” and at the request of some friends in the office, I would like to update you 

all on my time here in Rome. My first month back in Rome consisted mainly of settling in, hosting a variety of visitors from our 

diocese, and celebrating the ordination of forty new American deacons at Saint Peter’s Basilica. It should be known that if anyone is 

thinking of visiting Rome before June, feel free to reach out to the office and have them contact me here in Rome. We enjoy hosting 

“people in town” (PITS), grabbing a meal and doing a little tour.  

October started with a weekend of prayer and fraternity for myself and the other student priests at the college. The start of class 

followed closely behind. Classes and the writing of my thesis have consumed a large majority of my time since then. Holidays and all 

the festivities will provide both wanted and unwanted interruptions from schoolwork. I am presently on track with my thesis, a study on 

a work of Saint Jerome’s, which means they will not be kicking me out or making me stay longer. That said, as of now I plan to return 

permanently to the US at the end of June in time for the ordinations to the priesthood at Saint Maria Goretti.  

Thank you very much for your prayers for me and my father as well. Likely because of all those prayers his cancer has not spread 

despite preliminary signs to the contrary. Know of my prayers for you all, particularly Father Bob and Father Tony as they lead the way 

toward Christ. Please pray for all bishops and priests that we may always strive to serve and not to be served. 

God Bless, 

Fr. Drew 

Welcome Josh Bruecken, 
Director of Facilities & Maintenance 
Josh was born and raised in Des Moines, IA, the fourth of six children. He earned a business management 

degree from Iowa State University and a Master’s degree in Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration 

from Western Illinois University. After graduate school, he found his niche in facilities and grounds 

management.  He has over eight years of facilities management experience at organizations focused on 

children like the Aldo Leopold Nature Center and the WDNR Mackenzie Center. He is passionate about 

providing an environment that fosters spiritual growth and discovery. In his free time, he enjoys teaching 

eighth grade religion class, coaching sixth grade basketball, and spending time with friends. This year he is looking forward to 

decorating the church with huge Christmas trees! 
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Katarina Kenney—Grade 4 

 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life;  

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.” 

We have well-founded hope, based on faith and the 

mercy of God, that the dead will come to the glory of 

God’s Kingdom.  In a special way in November, we 

remember those members of the Communion of 

Saints who have passed from this earthly life.  On 

November 7, St. Maria Goretti Parish celebrated a 

Mass of Remembrance to unite our community in 

prayer for the dead and in support for the grieving.  

The names of those parish members who have passed 

away in the previous year were displayed on ribbons 

near the baptismal font, demonstrating in a special 

way that although they have died, they remain part of 

our parish family.  The juxtaposition of the ribbons 

by the font is not accidental; it highlights the close 

connection between the baptismal and funeral rites.  

Just as we enter our earthly Christian life through the 

waters of baptism, so too are we sprinkled with that same water as we depart that life and move toward our heavenly 

destination.  During the Mass, families of those parish members who have passed away in the past year are presented with 

a lit candle to indicate that though the earthly body has died, the light of eternal life continues.  After the Mass, the 

community gathered for light refreshments as the parish family remembered the lives of those who have died and 

provided fellowship and encouragement to the grieving.  We are deeply grateful to our entire parish for their support and 

prayers for the families of those who have died.  

By Deacon Jerome Buhman 

jerome.buhman@stmariagoretti.org  

14 Gatherings                                                                                          December  
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Saint Maria Goretti Catholic Church  

Parish Staff Contact List 
 

Parish  Office 
5313 Flad Avenue 

Madison, Wisconsin 53711 

608-271-7421 | parish@stmariagoretti.org 

(emails: firstname.lastname@stmariagoretti.org) 

 

Rev Robert Evenson, Pastor (bob.evenson@) ................................................................................................................ 271-7421 

Rev Anthony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar (tony.thirumalareddy@) ...................................................................... 271-7421 

Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance ................................................................................................... 268-2972 

Deacon Jerome Buhman, Deacon, Director of Pastoral Care, Coordinator of Library .................................................. 268-2976 

Sue Busta, Assistant for Finance (volunteer) ................................................................................................................... 271-7421 

Dave Farrey, Maintenance and Custodial Assistant ........................................................................................................ 271-7551 

Denise Gorman, Liturgical Music Coordinator ............................................................................................................... 268-2982 

Julie Henneman, Assistant for Parish Membership (volunteer) ........................................................................................ 271-7421 

Sr Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate, Director of Liturgy & Worship and RCIA ........................................... 268-2960 

Mike Hurtgen, Grounds and Custodial Assistant ............................................................................................................. 271-7421 

Robbin Kopp, Parish Custodial Assistant, ....................................................................................................................... 271-7421 

Terri Kysely, Events Coordinator; Assistant to the Director of Pastoral Care ................................................................ 268-2971 

Al Lorenz, Assistant for Evangelical Catholic Groups (volunteer) .................................................................................. 271-7421 

Deacon Dick Martin, Deacon, Social Concerns and Outreach Coordinator ................................................................. 268-2956 

Mark Shapleigh, Director of Business and Administration ................................................................................ 268-2951 

Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant (volunteer) ................................................................................................................ 268-2954 

Emilia Rothgery, Bookkeeper ......................................................................................................................................... 268-2963 

Trish Schaefer, Parish Secretary...................................................................................................................................... 268-2950 

Jon Silverwood, IT Consultant  ....................................................................................................................................... 271-7421 

Monica Silverwood, Payroll ............................................................................................................................................ 268-2962 

 

School Office 
5405 Flad Avenue 

Madison, Wisconsin 53711 

608-271-7551 | school@stmariagoretti.org 

(emails: firstname.lastname@stmariagoretti.org) 

 

Elizabeth Young,  Principal (liz.young@) ...................................................................................................................... 271-7551 

Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal .................................................................................................................................... 271-7551 

Maria Dulli, Secretary ..................................................................................................................................................... 268-2967 

Beth Wilson, Secretary .................................................................................................................................................... 271-7551 

 

Religious Education Office 
 5405 Flad Avenue 

Madison, Wisconsin 53711 

608-271-8081 | faith@stmariagoretti.org 

(emails: firstname.lastname@stmariagoretti.org) 

 

Margaret Breunig Clark, Director of Religious Education, PK-5 (margaret.clark@) ..................................................... 271-3732 

Amelia Misiak, Director of Religious Education, 6-12 (amelia.misiak@) ...................................................................... 298-2098 

Maria Dulli, Youth Ministry Program Assistant ............................................................................................................. 268-2967 

Ann Schuetz, Secretary ................................................................................................................................................... 271-8081 
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Merry Christmas 

M ay the 
 miracle 

 of Christ’s 
  birth bring joy  
    to you and 
      your family.  

 
     ~ The Parish Staff of 
        Saint Maria Goretti 
           Catholic Church 

Drawing by  Anna Graniero - Grade 12  


