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February 12th, 2010

Message from Mrs. Young
A clean heart create for me, O God,
And a steadfast spirit renew within me.
(Psalm 51:12)

On February 17, Ash Wednesday, Lent begins.
We will be focusing on the three disciplines of
Lent: prayer, fasting and amsgiving.

Prayers will continue to thank God for the many
blessingsin their lives and ask for his
continuing guidance. During the first week of
Lent even the readings in Mass set out a
framework for hope in the power of God to
deliver usfrom sin.

Although fasting is not required of our students
we will ask them about what are some of the
things that they can go without — (i.e., gossiping,
video games, computer or cell-phonetime) Is
the idea of fasting from text messaging or video
games such a bad thing if viewed as ameansto
spend more time with God?

Almsgiving is away to be attentive to the needs
of others. What can they do to ensure that
someone else’slifeis alittle better? Does it
always have to be money — or can it aso be
time, effort and kindness?

Again, the usual Lenten debate begins. should |
give something up, or do something more?
Why not do both?
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A gentle reminder that if your child
istoo il to go outside, they should really
just stay home. Thank You.
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Lost and Found
Are you missing a winter coat?
Boots? Pants, shirts, sweatshirts, lunch
boxes? You are not alone... Please
stop by and check out the lost and
found. You willbe amazed!

5th Grade Hosts Parishioner Reception

During Catholic Schoolsweek, our 5th
gradersinvited parishionersdown to
school after church. They treated them
to coffee, hot chocolate, sweetsand
great conversation. They also offered
toursto the parishionersand shared
storieswith them.



The SMG Spelling Bee on Monday, February 1% was a
great competition this year. We had 20 participants from
4" _gh grade homerooms and they spelled through more
than 125 words!

Our school winner was 6" grader EVY STEIN, and the
second place finisher was RACHEL KENNEDY in 7"
grade. Evy will move on to the City Spelling Bee on
February 27". Good luck!

Congratulations to all the spellers who competed this year:

Olivia Wolters Matthew Fleuette

Carson Andringa Michael Dryer
Sarah Statsick Rose Horky
Jillian Ybanez Curtis Sheahan
Evan Fernandez Luke Schoeberle
Evy Stein Sam Favour

Tom Nolan Casey Thompson
Rachel Kennedy Jimmy Curliss
Matt Grelle

Sam Szotkowski

Blaine Barker Andy Gray

Musical Notes

We are working hard in the music room!

The K-2" graders are taking a vacation to a
warmer climate! Our destination of the monthis
Latin America. We are visiting countries such
as Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, and Brazil. Welearn
about each culture and what makes them unique,
the music, and the language. Next we are going
to begin learning about the different instruments
of the orchestral

As you may have heard at home, the 3-5"
graders are in their recorder unit. The 3
graders are learning the basics of the recorder
while the 4™ and 5™ graders are going through
the recorder karate program. They pass a
certain level song to gain acolored belt (string)
for their recorder. Once they hit the black belt,
they are recorder masters!

The middle school isworking hard at preparing
for their concert. We just had auditions for solo
parts and every Thursday students who wish to
meet with me after school to come up with skits
that will be performed with the concert. Our
theme this year is Disney medley which we are
singing songs such as
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocous (did | spell that
right?) and Circle of Life.

Don't forget the middle school concert ison
THURSDAY March 4™, If your student is
unable to attend, | need to be notified by Y OU
by either anote, e-mail or phone call.

Thank you!

Also, starting in March, the middle school will
be beginning their Piano unit. | am requesting to
borrow any unused keyboards at home. They
will be returned at the end of the unit.

Keyboard stands are welcome too. Please let
me know if you have one! Thank you!
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Happy Snowy Days from the Art Room!
It may be snowing outside but | am
trying to get a garden of color to grow
inside with the Kindergartners. They are
planting many different flowersin a
rainbow of colorsto contrast with al the
white outside. | can®wait to see these up
in the hall to remind me that spring is
still coming!

| am happy to have so many new art
works just waiting to be scanned so they
can be put up in our school mural. We
soon will be feeling tropical as we gaze
at an underwater world. Just imagine
blue seas, seaweed and coral hiding fish,
colorful starfish resting on the sandy
floor, fish swimming in schools and
some even jumping out of the water!
Ah.... Calor....

The eighth graders worked on a project
recently that involved drawing sketches
from some of their portfolio photos that
they have brought in during the last year
or so. They worked on designsfor a
linoleum print that would be simple
enough to be understood by the viewer
yet with alinear quality that is unique to
printmaking. Sincethey were able to
choose their own subject-matter, the
variety in the printsisbroad. | was
happy to see some students pushing
themselves to see the subject not just as
an object but as an object within a
background. Sometimes the background
was carved out to leave a pattern of lines
with great results.

My artist of the week comes from this
group of students. The artist chose a

landscape as the subject-matter and
worked with different line patterns in the
mountains in the background. The artist
was able to show how the mountains
would be rocky by carving out sections
that resembled planes on the mountain
face. Each section has a different texture
to give added dimension. Another thing |
thought was successful is the carved
border around the edge. The artist
created aframe within the frame by
doing this. The print quality isvery high
which means that it is clean on the edges
and the ink is consistent on the paper
with good contrast. All of these
techniques add up to an outstanding print
by Jm Sullivan. Congratulations!
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Yearbook

Thanks for the many great pictures we have
received of classrooms and from the Sock Hop!

As our early March final deadline approaches, we
are still looking for these pictures:

-Team pictures for ALL basketball teams (except 5"
grade boys red)

-Basketball action shots

-Some 8" grade baby pictures

We will need pictures from the middle school concert
if you will be there and could take some it would be
great!

Please send any pictures to school as a jpeg file to
julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org or send a disc “Attn:
Yearbook.” Discs can be returned if requested.
Thank you much!
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