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November 25th, 2009 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
 

For the day of the Lord is near. 
(Joel 3:14) 

 
Advent is not only a time of waiting but it is 
also a time of assessment. This Advent we are 
asking our students how they can be the light of 
Christ to each other. 
 
We will remind them that their words can often 
be cruel instead of kind.  We will also ask them 
to be mindful of their actions with one another. 
Do they include everyone in the activities of 
their day?  Are the expressions on their faces 
ones acceptance or are they looks of mockery or 
scorn? 
 
Our Advent Tree in the main hallway includes a 
tree from each student. Each student has written 
the one thing that they would like to work on 
this Advent to help be the light of Christ this 
season.  We will be adding an ornament each 
day during December that helps us to remember 
what the Advent season is all about.   
 
The Faculty and Staff would like to wish you a 
blessed beginning to this Advent season. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Uniform Reminders  
       As mentioned  on page 17 in the 
Family Handbook, there a re no legg ings 
a llowed , just tights or soc ks.  Thank you 
for your a ttention to this. 

 
 

 
All Sc hool Pic ture 

 
     We have rec eived  the a ll sc hool 
p ic ture tha t was taken a t the beg inning 
of the sc hool year.  Please stop  by the 
offic e and  take a  look a t it. 
     If you a re interested  in a  c opy, we 
have order sheets in the offic e.  The 
c ost is $15.00. 
 
 

 

 
 

The parish and school are looking for two additional 
people to assist in removing snow from our 
sidewalks, between the hours of 10PM and 7AM. 
This position does pay, and if you are interested 
please call Tom in the parish office at 268-2962. 
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Scrip for Jeans Day Promotion 

 
Parents, 
  
How excited would your children be if you 
helped them earn a Jeans Day??!! 
  
Do you need some quick, quality Christmas 
gifts?  Are you hosting the holidays at your 
house?  With a little planning, you can use scrip 
cards  AND  help your child's entire class earn a 
"Jeans Day"  
  
One class in each of the grades  K-2, 3-5 and 6-8 
will earn a jeans day for the highest classroom 
participation (% of students) of scrip purchases 
for the order dates of November 18th-December 
12th. 

  
All you need to do is order scrip and your child 
gets a credit for your participation.  If you have 
multiple children, each of your children gets 
credit towards Jean Day for your participation.   
  
Winning classrooms will be announced:  Friday 
December 18th for a Jeans Day on Wednesday 
January 6th, 2010.  
  
Any questions, call the school office. 
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It is time to reac h out to the g irls of Santa  
Maria  de Jesus Home for Girls, in 
Maza tenango, Gua tema la . Our sc hool 
bake sale to support the Orphan Tra in 
Projec t is sc heduled for the weekend of 
Dec ember 12th and 13th.  
 
We a re asking  eac h sc hool family for a  
dona tion of ba rs, c ookies, loaves of b read , 
p ies, etc . Students a re enc ouraged  to help  
with the baking . This is a  g rea t opportunity 
for you and  your c hild / ren to do something  
fun together and  help  c hild ren who a re in 
g rea t need .   
 
Items c an be dropped off a t Churc h 
sta rting  before 5:15 Mass on Sa turday and  
before/ a fter a ll Masses throughout the 
weekend .  We a re a lso in need  of 
volunteers to help  with intake on Sa turday, 
before and  a fter eac h Mass during  the 
bake sa le and  c lean up  a fter 11:00 Mass on 
Sunday.   
 
 

�
�
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SCRI P or der  f or ms wer e sent  home l ast  
week i n your  chi l d’ s  Fr i day f ol der  due 
t o Thanksgi v i ng br eak.  The or der  f or ms 
ar e not  due unt i l  Monday,  November  
30t h at  9: 00 am,  but  can be t ur ned 
i nt o t he of f i ce any t i me bef or e t he 
due dat e.  Thi s wi l l  be t he f i r s t  of  3  
weekl y or der s bei ng pl aced f or  your  
Chr i st mas shoppi ng needs.  We wi l l  al so 
pl ace or der s on Monday,  12/ 7 and 
Monday,  12/ 14.    
  
Thanks f or  usi ng SCRI P and suppor t i ng 
SMG!  �

 

The Orphan Train Project at 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic 

School 
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The Orphan Train Project's goal is to help 
orphanages around the world.  

The inspiration for the Orphan Train Project came 

from a unique phenomenon that occurred in the 

United States in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries when homeless children were 

sent by train from New York to families in the 

Midwest for adoption. These trains became known 

as the Orphan Trains, or Mercy Trains. 

We're using the term Orphan Train figuratively, 

because the goal of our project is to bring help to the 

orphans rather than the reverse.  Today's Orphan 

Train Project is NOT an adoption program, but 

rather a program designed to help children living in 

orphanages and children's homes.  

 
St. Maria Goretti School began working with the 
Madison West Towne–Middleton Rotary Club and 
the Orphan Train Project eight years ago.  Our 
school was originally a “conductor” (sponsor) for an 
orphanage in Bulgaria, but our current orphanage is 
Santa Maria de Jesus Home for Girls.  It is located 
in Mazatenango, Guatemala.  The home assists 
girls ages 6-17 who have been abandoned by their 
parents.  While Santa Maria de Jesus provides a 
permanent home for the girls, their goal is to provide 
food, shelter, clothing, rehabilitation and also to 
educate the girls.  When the girls are able to support 
themselves, they may leave the home.  There is a 
full-time staff of three Catholic nuns.  Our contacts in 
Mazatenango are Mario and Frances Hernandez.  
They provide us with updates and very detailed 
information and receipts of how the money we raise 
is spent.  
 
Over the last eleven years the students of 
SMG have raised close to $30,000 for the 
Orphan Train Project!  Our students should 
feel proud of all they have done!   
 
You may visit the Orphan Train website at 
www.rotaryorphantrain.org 
 
	

 
Save your Milk Tops 
 
Please save your milk tops and turn them 
into the office.  We can submit them and 
receive five or ten cents a piece for them.  
Every little bit helps.  Thanks! 
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ThanksgiThanksgiThanksgiThanksgiving Food ving Food ving Food ving Food 
DriveDriveDriveDrive    
Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul 
Food PantryFood PantryFood PantryFood Pantry    
November 21November 21November 21November 21----30, 200930, 200930, 200930, 2009    
SMG students can drop off donations in the red bins SMG students can drop off donations in the red bins SMG students can drop off donations in the red bins SMG students can drop off donations in the red bins 
near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the 
Parish Corridor.Parish Corridor.Parish Corridor.Parish Corridor.    

    
Baking Supplies are really needed, 
like: 

 

·  Oil 
·  Sugar  
·  Flour  
·  Baking Mixes 
·  Cake Mixes 
·  Canned Fruit 

 
Non-per ishable items only  
 

 
Proverbs 22:9: A generous 
man will himself be 
blessed, for  he shares his 
food with the poor . 
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Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de 

Paul) Paul) Paul) Paul)     
may be sent into the school in an envelope that may be sent into the school in an envelope that may be sent into the school in an envelope that may be sent into the school in an envelope that     

designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the     
Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.    

 
The 2009 Koats for Kids campaign goes 
down in history as yet another smashing 
success!  Our school was one of twenty 
area schools which took part in the annual 
“Collect-a-Coat Contest”.  The grand total 
came to 12,024 coats, plus dozens of hats, 
scarves, mittens and other assorted winter 
accessories.  Of that total, 1802 were coats. 
 
Thank you for your efforts! 
 


