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November 25th, 2009

Message from Mrs. Young

For theday of the Lord isnear.
(Jod 3:14)

Advent is not only atime of waiting but it is
also atime of assessment. This Advent we are
asking our students how they can be the light of
Christ to each other.

We will remind them that their words can often
be cruel instead of kind. We will also ask them
to be mindful of their actions with one another.
Do they include everyone in the activities of
their day? Are the expressions on their faces
ones acceptance or are they looks of mockery or
scorn?

Our Advent Treein the main hallway includes a
tree from each student. Each student has written
the one thing that they would like to work on
this Advent to help be the light of Christ this
season. We will be adding an ornament each
day during December that helps us to remember
what the Advent season is all about.

The Faculty and Staff would like to wish you a
blessed beginning to this Advent season.
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Uniform Reminders
Asmentioned on page 17 in the
Family Handbook, there are no leggings
allowed, just tightsor socks. Thank you

for your attention to this.

All School Picture

We have received the all school
picture that wastaken at the beginning
of the schoolyear. Please stop by the
office and take a look at it.

If you are interested in a copy, we
have order sheetsin the office. The
cost is $15.00.

The parish and school are looking for two additional
people to assist in removing snow from our
sidewalks, between the hours of 10PM and 7AM.
This position does pay, and if you are interested
please call Tom in the parish office at 268-2962.
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Scrip for Jeans Day Promotion

Parents,

How excited would your children be if you
helped them earn a Jeans Day??!!

Do you need some quick, quality Christmas
gifts? Are you hosting the holidays at your
house? With alittle planning, you can use scrip
cards AND help your child's entire class earn a
"Jeans Day"

One class in each of the grades K-2, 3-5 and 6-8
will earn a jeans day for the highest classroom
participation (% of students) of scriE purchases
forththe order dates of November 18"-December
12",

All you need to do is order scrip and your child
gets a credit for your participation. If you have
multiple children, each of your children gets

credit towards Jean Day for your participation.

Winning classrooms will be announced: Friday
December 18th for a Jeans Day on Wednesday
January 6th, 2010.

Any questions, call the school office.
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It istime to reach out to the girlsof Santa
Maria de JesusHome for Girls, in
Mazatenango, Guatemala. OQur school
bake sale to support the Orphan Train
Project is scheduled for the weekend of
December 12t and 13%.

We are asking each school family for a
donation of bars, cookies, loavesof bread,
pies, etc. Sudentsare encouraged to help
with the baking. Thisisa great opportunity
foryou and your child/ren to do something
fun togetherand help children who are in
great need.

Itemscan be dropped off at Church
starting before 5:15 Masson Saturday and
before/afterall Massesthroughout the
weekend. We are also in need of
volunteersto help with intake on Saturday,
before and aftereach Massduring the
bake sale and clean up after 11:00 Masson
Sunday.
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SCRI P order forns were sent hone | ast
week in your child s Friday fol der due
to Thanksgi ving break. The order forns
are not due until Monday, Novenber
30th at 9:00 am but can be turned
into the office any tine before the
due date. This will be the first of 3
weekly orders being placed for your
Chri stmas shopping needs. W will also
pl ace orders on Mnday, 12/7 and
Monday, 12/ 14.

Thanks for using SCRI P and supporting
SM&E

The Orphan Train Project at
St. Maria Goretti Catholic
School

Madison West Towne—Mddleton j‘
Rotary Foundation, Inc .

The charitable arm of the Rotary Club
af Madiron West Towne-Middleton,
Wascamsn, USA

# $

The Orphan Train Project's goal is to help
orphanages around the world.

The inspiration for the Orphan Train Project came
from a unique phenomenon that occurred in the
United States in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries when homeless children were
sent by train from New York to families in the
Midwest for adoption. These trains became known
as the Orphan Trains, or Mercy Trains.

We're using the term Orphan Train figuratively,
because the goal of our project is to bring help to the
orphans rather than the reverse. Today's Orphan
Train Project is NOT an adoption program, but
rather a program designed to help children living in
orphanages and children's homes.

St. Maria Goretti School began working with the
Madison West Towne—Middleton Rotary Club and
the Orphan Train Project eight years ago. Our
school was originally a “conductor” (sponsor) for an
orphanage in Bulgaria, but our current orphanage is
Santa Maria de Jesus Home for Girls. Itis located
in Mazatenango, Guatemala. The home assists
girls ages 6-17 who have been abandoned by their
parents. While Santa Maria de Jesus provides a
permanent home for the girls, their goal is to provide
food, shelter, clothing, rehabilitation and also to
educate the girls. When the girls are able to support
themselves, they may leave the home. There is a
full-time staff of three Catholic nuns. Our contacts in
Mazatenango are Mario and Frances Hernandez.
They provide us with updates and very detailed
information and receipts of how the money we raise
is spent.

Over the last eleven years the students of
SMG have raised close to $30,000 for the
Orphan Train Project! Our students should
feel proud of all they have done!

You may visit the Orphan Train website at
www.rotaryorphantrain.org

Save your Milk Tops

Please save your milk tops and turn them
into the office. We can submit them and
receive five or ten cents a piece for them.
Every little bit helps. Thanks!



Thankggving Food
Drive

Bendfitingthe . Vinaat dePaul
Food Pantry
Novarba 21-30, 2009

MG sudats can drop df donationsinthered bins
near thesthod entrancear placein thebinsinthe
Parish Qaridar.

Baking Suppliesarereally needed,
like:
Oil
Sugar
Flour
Baking Mixes
CakeMixes
Canned Fruit

Non-perishableitems only

blessed, for he shares his
| food with the poor.
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Mondary donations (cheks medeaut to S. Vinoat de
Paul)
may besat intotheschod in an ewvegpethat
desgnates“Food Drive’ ar plaoadinthe
Church gathering oace baske s
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: Proverbs 22:9: A generous
':Tﬁ% man will himself be

The 2009 Koats for Kids campaign goes
down in history as yet another smashing
success! Our school was one of twenty
area schools which took part in the annual
“Collect-a-Coat Contest”. The grand total
came to 12,024 coats, plus dozens of hats,
scarves, mittens and other assorted winter
accessories. Of that total, 1802 were coats.

Thank you for your efforts!




