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January 8th, 2010 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
 

Catholic Schools: 
Faith 

Knowledge 
Discipline 

Morals 
Dividends for Life 

 
(Catholic Schools Week slogan for 2010) 

 
 
As we reach the mid-point of our school  
year we have much to be thankful for at  
St. Maria Goretti.  These past two quarters have 
been filled with grace and growth. 
 
And as we give thanks for our blessings we look 
forward to the celebration of “Catholic Schools 
Week.”   This year Catholic Schools Week starts 
with our Open House on Sunday, January 31 
from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Please come 
join us.  
 
We would also like to invite you to our Catholic 
Schools Mass on Friday, February 5, at 8:00 
a.m.  In fact, there will be many activities we 
are sure you would enjoy during this week.  The 
full schedule of times and activities will be 
posted on the SMG website and it can also be 
found in this Cardinal. 
 

Let them praise God’s name in the festive 
dance, 

Let them sing praise to Him with  
tambourine and harp. 

 
(Psalm 149:3) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“ Drop-off “ Dilemma” !!! 
 
 
Morning drop-off has been slow and frustrating 
for most of you recently. 
The reality is that we have about 80 children 
riding the bus in the morning and about 340 
children being dropped off by car. 
 
 So here are a few reminders to help improve 
this busy time of the morning…….. 
 

�  Come earlier…Drop-off begins at 7:25. 
 

�  Pull ahead to the “Slow sign”…children 
should walk across the empty parking 
stalls to the sidewalk instead of walking 
next to cars.  In the winter that will mean 
walking over a little snow next to the 
curb. 

 
�  Children should get out of the car 

wherever your car stops in the 
designated drop-off area…..we should 
be able to have 9-11 cars doing this at 
one time.  Please….not every child can 
be dropped off right in front of the 
school doors. 

 
�  If your children are not ready to exit the 

car in a timely manner in the drop-off 
line, please pull into a parking space 
instead. 

 
 
 
Thanks for your cooperation with this……if we 
work together we can have a great start to the 
day! 
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We welcome all of our parents to attend our weekly 
masses for children and you are welcome to sit with 
your child’s class. 
 
However, if you would like your child/ren to sit with 
you rather than with their class, we ask for your help 
in making this workable…yet safe for your 
child/ren.   
 
Teachers always need to know where their students 
are, so in keeping with that, we ask you to do the 
following: 

 
Meet your child in the Gathering Space 
before mass begins and have contact with 
the homeroom teacher so he/she knows that 
you are taking your child/ren to sit with you.   
 
After  mass, please accompany your child to 
their homeroom teacher before you leave 
church.  
 
If grandparents or other relatives would like 
to sit with your child, please take the time to 
inform them of our new procedure. 
 
If you arrive after mass begins, you are 
welcome to come and sit with the class, but 
students are not to get up and join you at that 
point. 

 
We hope that this will accomplish two goals: 
To have all students under supervision of an adult. 
To maintain a reverent environment with less 
disruption during mass time. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

 
 

Buc kets Needed  
 

    It’ s tha t time of yea r a ga in!  We c ould  use 
your emp ty ic e c ream b uc kets.  Please d rop  
them off in the offic e.  We do not need  the lids.  
Thank You! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WHAT TO DO WI TH ALL THAT STUFF? 
 
 

    Don' t  f or get  about  t he SMG Rummage 
Sal e comi ng up on Mar ch 20t h!   I t ' s  a 
gr eat  oppor t uni t y  f or  you t o get  r i d 
of  gent l y  used i t ems you no l onger  
want  -  c l ot hes and t oys t he k i ds have 
out gr own,  baby i t ems,  spor t s 
equi pment ,  f ur ni t ur e,  el ect r oni cs,  
k i t chenwar e,  pr et t y much anyt hi ng you 
have t hat ' s  j ust  t ak i ng up space.  
   Last  year ,  t he SMG Rummage Sal e 
r ai sed mor e t han $6, 000 f or  t he school  
and t hat  success depends on YOU!   So 
t ake a l ook ar ound and see what  you' d 
l i ke t o c l ean out  of  t he house.   Tax 
r ecei pt s avai l abl e f or  t he donat i ons,  
and anyt hi ng t hat  doesn' t  sel l  goes t o 
St .  Vi nni es.  
Wi n wi n wi n al l  ar ound.  
   Mor e i nf or mat i on comi ng soon 
r egar di ng donat i on dr op of f ,  t i mes and 
vol unt eer  oppor t uni t i es ( yes,  we can 
use you f or  t hat  t oo! ) .  

 
 

 
 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

     Please note tha t beg inning January 
31st, you c an reg ister your p re-sc hooler 
for Fa ll 2010.  You may a lso reg ister for 
Kindergarten Fa ll 2011 and  2012. 
Please c a ll the offic e w ith any 
questions. 
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H1N1 Clinic  Re-sc heduled 

 
We have been notified  tha t we a re re-
sc heduled  for the H1N1 c linic  on Friday, 
January 29th.  Please c ontac t Beth 
Wilson in the offic e if you would  like to 
have your c hild  immunized  or if your 
c hild  under ten yea rs old  needs the 
sec ond  dose. 
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Super Bowl of Books 

 
 
We’re in the last few weeks of preparation for the 
Super Bowl of Books for 2009-2010.  Students will 
be meeting with their teams next week to do a final 
check of the book list to be sure everything is being 
read, and to review the books.  The competitions will 
be held in the Parish Hall on the following dates and 
times: 
 
Wednesday, February 3 are the preliminary rounds 
for: 
9:00-10:00 a.m. for Grades 5 and 6 
10:00-11:00 a.m. for Grades 3 and 4 
11:00-11:45 a.m. for Grades 7 and 8 
 
Thursday, February 4 are the final rounds for: 
8:00-9:0 for Grades 7 and 8 
9:00-10:00-Grades 3 and 4 
10:15-11:15-Grades 5 and 6 
 
If you’d like to volunteer to help out with the 
competitions, please email Jenny Stein at 
jenny.stein@sbcglobal.net 
 
We’re still looking for a few more ‘celebrity’ question 
readers if anyone can help us out, email Amy  Colas 
at amy.colas@stmariagoretti.org 
 
Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Used  Uniform Sales 

 
    The next two uniform sa les a re 
sc heduled  for Wednesday, January 13th 
and  Friday, January 29th.  Both sa les w ill 
be from 2:00-3:00 pm. 
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Musical Notes 
 
Welcome back from a wonderful Christmas 
break.  I want to once again congratulate the 
Kindergarten and the first and second graders on 
such wonderful performances this Christmas! 
The first and second graders also sang for 
seniors up at the Parish hall on Tuesday 
morning and once again, they did an amazing 
job! I am so blessed to have students who love 
to sing! 
 
Next the K-2nd graders are beginning partner 
songs such as rounds.  We are also exploring 
our composer of the month: Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart (whose birthday happens to be this 
month!)   
 
The 3rd through 5th graders are busy reviewing 
their treble clef notes getting ready for our 
recorder unit in February.  A letter was (or will 
be shortly) sent home giving an opportunity to 
order a recorder.  Please let me know if you did 
not receive this form. 

 
The 3rd through 5th graders will also be learning 
about Mozart this month.  Hey did you know he 
will be celebrating his 254th birthday on January 
27th? 
 
The middle schoolers have finished their 
composition projects and are now on to their 
singing unit.  This is when we also prepare for 
our concert coming up in March.  This year, we 
are doing a Disney medley! There are songs 
from the Lion King, Mary Poppins, The Jungle 
Book, and more! 
We will be focusing on how to take care of our 
voices using techniques such as warm ups, 
feeling more comfortable in our singing voices, 
and just plain having fun! 
 
 

 
 
Thanks so much to all the 8th grade families who 
have sent in a baby/toddler picture of your child!  
The photos that were received have been scanned 
and the original should be coming back home with 
your 8th grader.  If you haven’t sent in a photo yet, 
please do soon ASAP.  It would be great to show 
how all 43 students have grown and changed! 
 
Congratulations to the 5th Grade Boys Red team!!  
They are the first basketball team to submit a team 
photo!!  We would appreciate all other team photos 
by Catholic Schools Week if possible – thanks! 
 
When the students were working on the candid 
photo pages, they discovered that we are in need of 
photos in some certain areas.  These include: 
 
-Mrs. G’s kindergarten class 
-both first grade classes 
-both third grade classes  
-both fourth grade classes – especially pictures with 
boys in them! 
-all middle school classes 
-candid photos from basketball 
 
If you can help with any of these pictures, please 
send a digital file to julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org, 
send a disc to school (Attn:  Yearbook) – the disc 
can be returned if requested, or send in a copy of a 
print.  With your help to gather photos, we will have 
a great book! 
 
Thank you much! 
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Catholic Schools Week: Jan. 31 – 
Feb. 5, 2010   
 
All Week:   

�  Food Drive for St. Vincent DePaul-
please bring in canned food to help 
replenish the food pantry.  

�  “ Guess that Teacher”  bulletin board 
�  Book Buddies will arrange a time during 

the week to do a service project and also 
enjoy some time together outside 
(weather permitting!) 

 
Sunday: January 31 

�  Open House 10:00-1:00 p.m.  All are 
welcome!   
Parishioners, current parents, prospective 
parents, students and friends are welcome to 
come and visit St. Maria Goretti School. 

�  Free Throw Shooting Contest -10:00-1:00 
Grades 3-8 (Gym) 

 
Monday: February 1 

�  All School Prayer Service: 8:00  – (Gym) 
�  Spelling Bee: 12:15  Grades 3-8 (Gym )  
�  Buddy Color Day – A non-uniform day.  

Book Buddies will wear the same color.   
All clothes need to be school appropriate. 

  K & 4: red 
  1 & 8: blue 

2 & 7: green 
  3 & 6: white 
  5: black 

 
Tuesday: February 2 

�  “Sounds We Make”  Assembly: Exploring 
the art, science and culture of sound.  K-8 
(Gym) 

  8:30-9:30 - Grades 3-5 
9:45 – 10:55 – Grades 6-8 
11:40-12:30 – Grades K-2 

 
Wednesday: February 3 

�  All School Mass-St. Blaise: 8:00  
�  Super Bowl of Books Preliminary Rounds – 

Parish Center  
   9:00-10:00 Grades 5 & 6 
   10:00-11:00 Grades 3 & 4 
   11:00-11:45 Grades 7 & 8 

�  All School Bingo in homerooms: 1:45-2:15 
�  Teacher Reception for Cluster Parishes: 

Blessed Sacrament, Queen of Peace & SMG 
(Parish Hall) 3:30- 

 
 
   
Thursday: February 4 

�  Jeans- Sport Jersey Day: Jeans or school 
appropriate pants with sport jersey or 
uniform top. 

�  Super Bowl of Books Final Rounds- Parish 
Center  

  8:00-9:00 Grades 7 & 8 
  9:00-10:00 Grades 3 & 4 
  10:15 – 11:15 Grades 5 & 6 
 

�  Teacher Swap: 12:15-1:45      All teachers 
will teach a different class than their own 
during this time. 

 
Fr iday: February 5 

�  Hat Day – hats may be worn after mass until 
the volleyball game begins. 

�  All School Mass: 8:00 
�  After mass: 5th Grade hosts a reception for 

our parishioners that join us for morning 
mass. (Cafeteria) 

�  1:15 - Volleyball Game: Teachers vs. 8th 
Grade       Grades 3-8 (Gym ) 

�  Yoga: Grades K-2  (Cafeteria)  
    12:45 – Kindergarten 
    1:15 – 1st Grade 
   1:45 – 2nd Grade 
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Lost and Found 

 
Please c hec k the lost and  found  in the 
sc hool Ga thering Spac e.  There a re 
w inter c oa ts and  boots, and  so muc h 
more in there.  There must be some 
c hilly kids out there!! 
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