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January 22nd, 2010

Message from Mrs. Young

Freedom, morality , and the human dignity of
theindividual consists precisely in this; that he
does good not because heisforced to do so, but

because he freely conceivesit, wantsit, and
lovesit.
(M. Bakunin)

Itisdifficult toinstill good Christian valuesin
our children in this day and age. For
everywhere they ook they see people not
necessarily sorry for their actions and how they
hurt other people — but just sorry in the fact that
they were “caught”. Accountability has become
aword not often heard or practiced.

At SMG we believe the opposite. Faculty and
Staff, in partnership with parents, try to teach
children that we are trying to build a better
world - aworld in which the eternal dignity of
each person is respected and cherished. Itisa
daily challenge that we have accepted.

So, we focus on kind words. We expect that
everyone should be treated with kindness. We
look for accountability resulting from their
actions. We ask them to do their best. We teach
them to take care of each other.

We do all thisin hopes that they soon become
aware that they will be God' s gift to aweary
world. They will become the true measure of
Gospel values in our present and future society.
And not because they have to, but because they
know they should.

<

Band Concert

There seemsto be some confusion on
the date of the band concert. ltis
Wednesday, January 27th at 6:30 in the
school cafeteria. See you there!

Rummage Sale Meeting

Parents - Looking for an easy, fun way to help
SMG School? Mark Monday February 1, at
6:30 p .m. on your caendar. Join asmall group
of fun, energetic people coordinating this year®
SMG Rummage Sale. Thesaleiscoming up
Saturday March 20. We will meet once or twice
in advance of the saleto get the details set
(signage, schedule, advertising, volunteers, etc.).
It only takes one or two meetings because alot
has been figured out over the years and we don®
try to reinvent the wheel (although we@e always
up for great new ideas!). Then we divvy up the
work and do it on our own time. The more
hands, the easier the work and we could use a
few more hands! Our first (and perhaps only)
meeting isMonday February 1 at 6:30 p.m. in
the meeting room next to the school office. If
you have any questions, contact Kathy Bissen at
thebissens@gmail.com. Hope to see you on the
1st!




PLEASE SAVE THESE FOR US!
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Zarnook

Thanks for the many photos that have been sent in
recently — they are appreciated!

We are still looking especially for photos of the
following:

1* grade — Ms. Kush'’s class

3" grade

All middle school grades

All Basketball team photos (except 5gr. Boys Red)
Basketball action photos

We will be needing photos from Catholic Schools
Week Events, the Sock Hop, and the Middle School
Concert if you will be attending any events and
would be able to take some photos.

Please send jpeg photo files to
julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org or you can send a
disc to the office (Attn: Yearbook).

Thank you very much!

Internet Smarts

Each SMG student 1%-8" grade will be bringing home an
informative and useful guide for parents called Net Cetera.
This booklet, published by the Federal Trade Commission,
helps parents talk to their children about being safe and
smart when online.

Any parents who are not familiar with the capabilities of
Web 2.0 can view a great, short video | found that explains
it all thoroughly; you can access it through this link

http://www.ikeepsafe.org/PRC/videotutorials/myspace/

(click on “Today’s Internet”.)

In the past two weeks, all SMG students have had a
lesson during their Computer Class time on Internet safety
and ethics, at the age-appropriate level. The emphasis in
the primary grades is to always have adult supervision
when going online, and to be aware of keeping identifying
information private. With older grades, we have discussed
making smart choices when online, including research and
copyright issues. In middle school, we have concentrated
on the power and capabilities of the Internet and taking
responsibility when online, particularly in regard to social
networking. Seventh graders are writing emails home to
their parents to demonstrate their knowledge about
Internet smarts, and both eighth grade classes are putting
together presentations on cyberbullying to show the 4"
through 7" graders.

Please take a few minutes to look through the Net Cetera
booklet so that you can help your children become
responsible users of the Internet. And if there are further
issues you feel we should address in Computer Classes,
please let me know.



Everything is musical in the music room as
usual! Hopefully you have been hearing aton
about our composer of the month—Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart! We are celebrating his
birthday on January 27" in which he will be
turning 254! The K-2" graders have been
learning about Mozart’ s famous opera, The
Magic Flute. Weread a story of isthis week,
and next week will be watching avideo
recording of the opera.

The 3-5™ graders are getting ready for their
recorder unitsin February (get excited!) and are
also learning about Mozart. We have been
learning alot about hislife.

The middle school are still in preparation for
their concert coming up in March. Please help
encourage them at home about it and get them
excited! Speaking of the concert, | am putting
together a“ Skit Crew” who will meet Tuesdays
after school until 3:00. Thisisavoluntary
group of students who would like to participate
in the makings of skitsto perform for the
concert. They will get to write and act in their
skits. Rehearsalswill be every Tuesday after
school until the concert. Aninfo
sheet/permission slip was sent home this week.
It needs your signature in order to allow the
students to participate.

WE NEED YOUR BOCKS!

Attention book |overs: W need your
used books. The SMs Used Book Sale is
com ng up March 18- 20t h.

Begi nni ng February 1st, please donate
any used books, CDs, and DVDs by
droppi ng them off in the schoo

of fice.

Al'l proceeds fromthis sale benefit
our school library with new books and
resources for our children. Thank you
for your generous support.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

DivI 5 FOR LIFE

Catholic Schools Week: Jan. 31 —
Feb. 5, 2010

All Week:

Food Drive for St. Vincent DePaul-
please bring in canned food to help
replenish the food pantry.

“ Guess that Teacher” bulletin board
Book Buddies will arrange atime during
the week to do a service project and also
enjoy some time together outside
(weather permitting!)

Sunday: January 31
Open House 10:00-1:00 p.m. All are
welcome!
Parishioners, current parents, prospective
parents, students and friends are welcometo
come and visit St. Maria Goretti School.
Free Throw Shooting Contest -10:00-1:00
Grades 3-8 (Gym)

Monday: February 1
All School Prayer Service: 8:00 — (Gym)
Spelling Bee: 12:15 Grades 3-8 (Gym)
Buddy Color Day — A non-uniform day.
Book Buddies will wear the same color.
All clothes need to be school appropriate.
K& 4 red
1& 8: blue
2 & 7. green
3 & 6: white
5: black
Tuesday: February 2
“Sounds We Make” Assembly: Exploring
the art, science and culture of sound. K-8
(Gym)

8:30-9:30 - Grades 3-5
9:45 — 10:55 — Grades 6-8
11:40-12:30 — Grades K-2

Wednesday: February 3
All School Mass-St. Blaise: 8:00
Super Bowl of Books Preliminary Rounds —
Parish Center

9:00-10:00 Grades5 & 6

10:00-11:00 Grades 3 & 4

11:00-11:45 Grades 7 & 8
All School Bingo in homerooms: 1:45-2:15

Teacher Reception for Cluster Parishes:
Blessed Sacrament, Queen of Peace & SMG
(Parish Hall) 3:30-

Thursday: February 4
Jeans- Sport Jersey Day: Jeans or school
appropriate pants with sport jersey or
uniform top.
Super Bowl of Books Final Rounds- Parish
Center

8:00-9:00 Grades 7 & 8
9:00-10:00 Grades3 & 4
10:15-11:15 Grades5 & 6

Teacher Swap: 12:15-1:45  All teachers
will teach a different class than their own
during thistime.

Friday: February 5

Hat Day — hats may be worn after mass until
the volleyball game begins.
All School Mass: 8:00
After mass: 5" Grade hosts a reception for
our parishioners that join us for morning
mass. (Cafeteria)
1:15 - Volleyball Game: Teachersvs. 8"
Grade  Grades3-8 (Gym)
Yoga: GradesK-2 (Cafeteria)

12:45 — Kindergarten

1:15—1% Grade

1:45 — 2™ Grade






