
 

 
February 25th, 2010 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
 

God has shown you his grace in giving you 
different gifts . . . So be good servants and use 

your gifts to serve each other. 
(1 Peter 4:10) 

 
In today’s society we value excellence.  We 
respect those people who come in “ first” .  It 
especially rings true in these days of the 
Olympics when we keep a medal count that 
somehow measures the numbers of awards to 
the greatness of a country.  
 
We watch reality shows that rely on 
competitions. Someone will win a large cash 
prize by eliminating all other competitors – by 
any means possible.  We even watch shows 
where we are able to vote.  The number of votes 
and the ratings of judges will determine who 
gets to stay for the next week.  Eventually at the 
end of the season the “best”  will be first. 
 
At SMG we try to do the opposite.  We ask 
them to put others first. Instead of putting value 
on self, we try to get our students to look out for 
others.  We ask them to speak kindly to ensure 
that feelings aren’ t hurt.  We ask them to 
include others so that the classroom and the 
playground are places of cooperation and 
inclusion.  We ask them to use the gifts of 
charity, love and integrity.  We teach them that 
each and every student has the gift to make a 
day better for their fellow classmates.  We hope 
that it makes SMG a different kind of place. 
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Orders for the 2009-2010 SMG yearbook are due by 
Friday, March 12th.  Order forms were sent home in 
red folders two weeks ago.  If you need another 
copy, please contact the office and they can help 
you. 
 
Thank you so much for the many photos we have 
received!  As our early March deadline approaches 
ever more quickly we are still in need of the following 
pictures: 
 
-5th grade boys basketball white team picture 
-7th grade boys basketball red team picture 
-7th grade boys basketball white team picture 
-8th grade boys basketball team picture 
 
We are also in need of candid photos from all levels 
of boys basketball and candid shots from next 
week’s Middle School concert.  You can send them 
via email to julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org or on disc 
to school “Attn – Yearbook.”  Discs can be returned 
if requested. 
 
Thanks so much for all your help to gather such 
great photos from this year! 
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SMG Basketball Update 
 
CHAMPIONSHIPS WON BY SMG TEAMS… 
 
The 5th and 6th grade boys and girls teams 
enjoyed a full weekend on Feb 12th-14th with 
MAISL end of the year tournament play.  
Brackets were filled and the gyms were alive 
with excitement and determination.  The 5th 
Grade Girls took the Consolation A Bracket 
Championship by beating Abundant Life 11-10.  
The 5th Grade Boys Red team took it all the way 
winning the Championship in the A Bracket.  
The 6th Grade Boys Red team went on a two 
game winning streak to end the season and 
were crowned B Bracket Consolation Champs.  
All the teams represented SMG with great 
sportsmanship and fantastic effort on the court.  
Congratulations to all the teams that competed 
throughout the year.  SMG is very proud of its 
players and coaches. 
 

SMG hosted the first annual 5th Grade Boys 
Cardinal Invitational this past weekend.  We 
had 8 teams from MAISL enter the tournament 
which ran Friday night and all day Saturday.  
Both SMG teams entered the tournament.  
SMG Red and SMG White knocked off their first 
two opponents to make it to the Championship 
game.  Both teams played well and exhibited 
fantastic sportsmanship.  SMG Red won the 
Championship with SMG White taking 2nd 
place.  Congrats to both teams for a job well 
done.  
 
7th and 8th grade teams are finishing up regular 
season play and will be competing in end of the 
year tournaments beginning in March.  Good 
luck and finish up strong. 
 
As always, if you have questions or concerns 
about the basketball program, please contact 
Chris Blum, Basketball Coordinator at 848-3161 
or forblum@yahoo.com. 
 
Here is a recap of the games that took place on 
Feb 12th – 14th: 
 
5th Grade Girls – The girls capped a season 
filled with up and downs by capturing the 
Consolation Championship in the A Bracket.  
The played well and hit on all cylinders beating 
Abundant Life 11-10 to get the victory.  
Congratulations coaches and players!!! 
 
5th Grade Boys Red – The 5th grade boys red 
team entered the MAISL Tournament as the 
number 1 seed in the A Bracket.  On Friday 
night they matched up against High Point and 
executed their game plan of good defense and 
taking care of the ball.  They held High Point 
scoreless in the 1st and 4th quarters and 
contained them to only 6 total points beating 
them 22-6 to advance to the Championship 
game.  Saturday the boys were faced with 
Blessed Sacrament who had height and were 
on a roll in the tournament.  The game plan was 
set in motion and SMG controlled the game 
from the jump ball to the final second.  SMG 
only allowed 4 points in the 1st, 2 points in the 
2nd, 3 points in the 3rd and 0 in the 4th to take the 
Championship in a 35-9 win.  All players 
contributed to an outstanding effort both on 
defense and offense.  The coaches could not 
be more proud of the boys and how they played 
as a team.  They showed great sportsmanship 
and effort to cap off a great season going 14-0.  
Job well done!!! 
 



5th Grade Boys White - The 5th Grade White 
basketball team went into their league 
tournament as the second seeded team and 
was not able to claim a victory over the 
weekend.  In their first game against Blessed 
Sacrament, the team could not overcome the 
size disadvantage and was out rebounded two 
to one during the game.  The inability to 
rebound combined with the team’s worst 
shooting percentage of the season resulted in 
an opening round loss of 36 to 19.  The next 
day the Cardinals played the St. Dennis (Blue) 
team.  In a repeat of the prior evening, the SMG 
boys were out rebounded and again could not 
get their shots to fall.  After playing to a tie at 
half time, the team was outscored in the third by 
ten points and could not recover in the final 
quarter.  In the end, SMG lost the game 23 to 
14 and ended the tournament play on a 
disappointing note. 
 
6th Grade Girls - The 6th grade girls ended 
their season on Saturday by losing in the 2nd 
round (after a 1st round bye) of the MAISL 
tournament to High Point.  The girls played hard 
all year and showed lots of improvement.  On 
behalf of Coach Heilman, Coach Pabich and 
Coach Hartlieb - thanks for a fun year girls! 
 
6th Grade Boys Red - The Red Team is 
pleased to announce that they finished the 
season with a 2 game winning streak.  On 
Friday, the Red team beat the SMG White team 
41-36 behind 22 points by Ryan Lefurgey.    On 
Saturday SMG Red beat Edgewood 40-39, with 
James Becker hitting 2 key baskets near the 
end.  Sam Favour had 6 points in the 2nd half 
and Ben Myers scored a career high 4 points.  
In both games all of the kids played their hearts 
out. 
 
7th Grade Girls - 7th Grade Girls fell to High 
Point by four points.  The girls adjusted well at 
half-time, but couldn’t get enough shots to fall to 
make the comeback complete. 
 
7th Grade Boys Red - The 7th Grade Boys Red 
Team beat Blessed Sacrament 30-26 on 
Saturday. 
 
Recap of the games played on Feb 19 – 21: 
 
5th Grade Boys Red – The SMG Red teams 
grabbed the #1 seed in the 5th Grade Boys 
SMG Cardinal Invitational Tournament and 
were pitted against Queen of Peace in the first 
round.  SMG Red played great defense and 
took care of the ball on offense.  SMG blew 

past QP to face Blessed Sacrament in the 
second round. 
 
The game against BS was a rematch of the 
MAISL Tournament Championship.  BS looked 
for revenge against the mighty Cardinal Red 
team.  SMG Red focused on playing tough 
aggressive defense and keeping turnovers to a 
minimum.  BS gave SMG Red a good battle but 
could not keep pace with our speed and our 
pressure defense.  In the end it was SMG Red 
again defeating the Friars to advance to the 
championship game against our friends of SMG 
White. 
 
The Championship matchup faced SMG Red 
against SMG White.  Both teams played 
excellent ball to get to this point.  The game 
plan for both teams was to play good 
aggressive defense and keep the turnovers to a 
minimum.  SMG Red took an early lead on the 
White team to maintain control of the game.  
The White team played hard and kept the lane 
secure and rebounded well to keep the team 
right in the hunt.  SMG Red had to open up the 
outside shot as the White team had the inside 
covered heavily.  Both teams played well and 
when the buzzer sounded, it was the SMG Red 
team that took the win.  Congrats to both 
teams, coaches and parents for a great end to 
the SMG tournament.  It was great having both 
SMG teams taking 1st and 2nd in the 
tournament.  SMG Red ended the season with 
a 17-0 record.  
 
5th Grade Boys White – After losing two 
games in the leagues season ending 
tournament in the prior weekend, the 5th Grade 
White team came into the 1st SMG 5th Grade 
tournament looking to end the season on a 
positive note.  In the first game of the 
tournament, the SMG White team took on the 
combined team from St. John’s.  The Cardinals 
started the tournament by playing their best 
game of the season.  The team scored a 
season high 38 points, committed only 5 
turnovers in the game and out rebounded their 
opponents 40 to 22.  At the end of the game the 
SMG White beat their opponents by a score of 
38 to 14. 
  
The next game of the tournament was against 
Edgewood.  In this game the Cardinals were 
not able to continue their success from the prior 
game.  Unable to get their shots to consistently 
fall and pull away from their opponents, 
Edgewood was able to tie the game up late in 
the 4th quarter to send the game into overtime.  



During the overtime period, Edgewood took an 
early lead but the SMG White team was able to 
take advantage of a few clutch shots and good 
defense to win the game by two (26 to 24) and 
move on to the tournament’s championship 
game against their friends on the SMG – Red 
team. 
 
7th Grade Girls – 7th grade girls were defeated 
in a very physical game against St. Dennis on 
Saturday.  We just couldn’t get the ball in the 
basket.  The girls played a much cleaner game 
against QP on Sunday.  They were productive 
on offense; however, QP was the stronger 
team. 
 
7th Grade Boys Red – SMG 7th Boys Red lost 
to IHM 42-36 and then beat Sacred Heart 42-21 
 
8th Grade Boys – The eighth grade boys have 
continued to play solid basketball, and their 
winning streak is now at nine games.  Two 
weeks ago SMG thumped and bumped their 
way to a victory over Edgewood.  The guys 
came out a little sleepy on a Sunday afternoon 
at Sun Prairie.  With the score tied at nine at the 
half, the Cardinals turned it up a notch early in 
the third quarter.  They were able to cruise the 
rest of the way. 
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