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November 13th, 2009 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
 

Dear children, 
let us not love with words or tongue 

but with actions and truth 
(1 John 3:18) 

 
When competition begins, we too often forget 
that athletics are supposed to be fun.  Kids are 
involved in a sport because it is enjoyable and 
playing the game is fun.  As adults, we want 
them to play for the experience of being 
involved and engaged in an exciting and 
enjoyable activity that affirms the idea that life 
is good, wonderful and fulfilling.  Their 
performance both in practice and competition 
should be positive, upbeat, exciting, stimulating 
and rewarding. (McGrath from Catholic Youth 
Sports) 
 
Being part of a larger whole makes involvement 
in sports a valuable and enduring experience.  
Life long lessons and concepts such as 
teamwork, hard work, cooperation, honesty, 
positive competition, listening and adapting to 
changing circumstances will become invaluable 
to the student athlete. 
 
In sports, children learn to cooperate.  They 
begin to understand the importance of 
concentration, effort and attention in reaching a 
goal.  Cooperation between the adult, the 
student athlete, and the athletic organization 
creates a unity of purpose. 
 
We have to remember that the reasons to be on a 
team should be for the fun of it, to get exercise, 
to develop skills and to foster a love of the game 
being played. 
 

 
 
 

 
All Sc hool Pic ture 

 
     We have rec eived  the a ll sc hool 
p ic ture tha t was taken a t the beg inning 
of the sc hool year.  Please stop  by the 
offic e and  take a  look a t it. 
     If you a re interested  in a  c opy, we 
have order sheets in the offic e.  The 
c ost is $15.00. 
 
 

 
Offic e Reminders: 

 
·  If your ema il add ress c hanges, 

p lease let us know right away. 
·  Presc ribed  med ic a tion should  be 

b rought to sc hool in its orig ina l 
c onta iner and  g iven to Mrs. 
Wilson or Mrs. Dulli. 

·  Any over the c ounter med ic ine 
b rought to the offic e should  have 
the c hild ’ s name and  instruc tions 
about d ispensing the med ic a tion 
on it. 

 

 
 

The parish and school are looking for two additional 
people to assist in removing snow from our 
sidewalks, between the hours of 10PM and 7AM. 
This position does pay, and if you are interested 
please call Tom in the parish office at 268-2962. 
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The sc hool has purc hased  new portab le 
tab les.  If you would  like one of the old  
tab les, you may have one. They a re 8 
feet long and  very sturdy.  They need  to 
be p ic ked  up  by Friday, November 20th 
and  you a re responsib le for transporting  
them.   
 

 
 

LUNCH ACCOUNT REMINDERS 
 
Just a few reminders for parents regarding lunch 
accounts: 
 
1)  If your child’s account is -$20 or more, you 
will get an email reminder.  If your child’s 
account is -$40 or more, your child must bring a 
cold lunch until the balance is paid. You will get 
an email detailing this as well. 
 
2)  You may send one check even if you have 
several children.  Simply write a note in the 
memo line indicating how you’d like the deposit 
divided among your children.  If you’d like the 
deposit to go to one child, and not have the 
deposit divided, please indicate that as well.  If 
you do not write a note in the memo line, the 
check will be divided as evenly as possible 
between your children.   
 
3)  The system is designed to work like a debit 
account.  Your child should have sufficient 
funds to draw off prior to ordering hot lunch.  
Figure on depositing a minimum of $40 per 
month, per child, if your child(ren) eat hot lunch 
daily.   
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
IN KEEPING THE LUNCH ACCOUNTING 

RUNNING SMOOTHLY!  
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The Orphan Train Project at 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic 

School 
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The Orphan Train Project's goal is to help 
orphanages around the world.  

The inspiration for the Orphan Train Project came 

from a unique phenomenon that occurred in the 

United States in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries when homeless children were 

sent by train from New York to families in the 

Midwest for adoption. These trains became known 

as the Orphan Trains, or Mercy Trains. 

We're using the term Orphan Train figuratively, 

because the goal of our project is to bring help to the 

orphans rather than the reverse.  Today's Orphan 

Train Project is NOT an adoption program, but 
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rather a program designed to help children living in 

orphanages and children's homes.  

 
St. Maria Goretti School began working with the 
Madison West Towne–Middleton Rotary Club and 
the Orphan Train Project eight years ago.  Our 
school was originally a “conductor” (sponsor) for an 
orphanage in Bulgaria, but our current orphanage is 
Santa Maria de Jesus Home for Girls.  It is located 
in Mazatenango, Guatemala.  The home assists 
girls ages 6-17 who have been abandoned by their 
parents.  While Santa Maria de Jesus provides a 
permanent home for the girls, their goal is to provide 
food, shelter, clothing, rehabilitation and also to 
educate the girls.  When the girls are able to support 
themselves, they may leave the home.  There is a 
full-time staff of three Catholic nuns.  Our contacts in 
Mazatenango are Mario and Frances Hernandez.  
They provide us with updates and very detailed 
information and receipts of how the money we raise 
is spent.  
 
Over the last eleven years the students of 
SMG have raised close to $30,000 for the 
Orphan Train Project!  Our students should 
feel proud of all they have done!   
 
You may visit the Orphan Train website at 
www.rotaryorphantrain.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Robert Enright is a licensed psychologist and 
professor of psychology at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison.  He has been a leader in 
the scientific study of forgiveness and its effects 
since 1985.   Dr. Enright has worked on 
forgiveness education programs for children in 
Belfast, North Ireland and since 2004, he began 
a similar program in Milwaukee’s central city.  
As of the 2007-2008 school year the program 
has been presented in many classrooms in the 
Madison Area.   His work is continuing through 
the efforts of the International Forgiveness 
Institute which is based here in Madison. 
 
Last school year, the SMG teachers attended an 
in-service with Dr. Enright to learn about the 
program.  The Forgiveness Program will be 
used at all grades levels at SMG this school 
year.  Due to its unique design, this program 

will be implemented in various ways and at 
various times for each grade level.  At the end 
of this year, teachers will come together and 
evaluate and share ideas about this program.  
All materials for the Forgiveness program are 
provided to our school by the International 
Forgiveness Institute. 
 
More information about the International 
Forgiveness Institute may be found at 
www.forgiveness-institute.org   
If you have further questions about the program 
at SMG you may contact your child’s 
homeroom teacher or Ann Martinelli. 
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Ho Ho Ho! Wait a minute….its not Christmas 
yet! Well in the music room, it kind of is! We 
have some busy musical young elves working 
hard on their Christmas music…yes already!  
The K, 1st, and 2nd graders have started singing 
Christmas songs in preparation for their 
Christmas concerts coming up in December.  So 
please don’ t be worried if your child is singing 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer in 
November—to me that is actually an awesome 
thing! 
 
The 3rd Graders have been doing a lot of review 
of their musical notes in the treble clef—they 
are going to be so ready for recorders! The 4th 
and 5th Graders have been working on partner 
songs---two groups singing different words and 

pitches at the same time! It is very hard for us to 
do, but we are working on it! 
 
The destination of the month is Native America.  
We are learning some traditional Native 
American games, songs, and stories this month.  
 
Finally, the middle school has begun working 
on their composition unit.  This means they are 
learning how to write their own music.  We are 
finding different ways to inspire our 
imaginations to write amazing music.  We have 
been using poems, and art to build off of for our 
compositions.  Also, they are learning some 
basic steps and skills to make their pieces sound 
great such as ending on a stable note rather than 
an unstable one (giving their piece that “The 
end”  feeling).  When all is said and done, we 
will venture into the computer lab and use a 
program called Finale Notepad to give us a 
printed copy of our final composition.  Then we 
will listen to our compositions as a class.   
This is a very individual and carefree unit we 
are working on, so please encourage your young 
Mozart to be relaxed and imaginative! 
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Save your Milk Tops 

 
Please save your milk tops and turn them 
into the office.  We can submit them and 
receive five or ten cents a piece for them.  
Every little bit helps.  Thanks! 
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Thanksgiving Food Thanksgiving Food Thanksgiving Food Thanksgiving Food 
DriveDriveDriveDrive    

Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul Benefiting the St. Vincent de Paul 
Food PantryFood PantryFood PantryFood Pantry    

November 21November 21November 21November 21----30, 200930, 200930, 200930, 2009    
SMG studentSMG studentSMG studentSMG students can drop off donations in the red bins s can drop off donations in the red bins s can drop off donations in the red bins s can drop off donations in the red bins 
near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the near the school entrance or place in the bins in the 

Parish Corridor. Parish Corridor. Parish Corridor. Parish Corridor.     

    
Baking Supplies are really needed, 
like: 

 

·  Oil 
·  Sugar  
·  Flour  
·  Baking Mixes 
·  Cake Mixes 
·  Canned Fruit 

 
Non-per ishable items only  
 

 
Proverbs 22:9: A generous 
man will himself be 
blessed, for  he shares his 
food with the poor . 
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Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de Monetary donations (checks made out to St. Vincent de 

Paul) Paul) Paul) Paul)     
may be semay be semay be semay be sent into the school in an envelope that nt into the school in an envelope that nt into the school in an envelope that nt into the school in an envelope that     

designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the designates “Food Drive” or placed in the     
Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.Church gathering space baskets.    

 


