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Oc tober 23rd, 2009 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
For wisdom is better than rubies, 
and all the things one may desire 

cannot be compared with her. 
(Proverbs 8:11) 

 
We have made it to the end of the First Quarter.  
It is time to take stock, so to speak, of how well 
our children have done with the over forty days 
that they have been in school. 
 
Look for their Report Cards next Thursday, 
October 29. Discuss the results with your 
children.  Evaluate what they should keep on 
doing and what needs a little more focus.  The 
academic successes are important, but so are the 
conduct and effort grades. 
 
After you have discussed your child’s progress, 
write down a few questions that you would like 
to discuss with his or her teacher at Teacher 
Conferences on November 5 and 6. (If you have 
not handed in your conference request slip 
please do so ASAP).  Conference time is an 
opportunity to develop a plan for the second 
quarter. 
 
We are truly blessed by the faculty and staff that 
minister to all of the SMG children.  They work 
many long hours to ensure that your child has 
the best Catholic education possible.  Be sure to 
keep them in your prayers. 

 
 
 

 
 

Illness/ H1N1 
 

     Although you may be tired  of 
hearing it, H1N1 has hit.  Parents a re 
doing a  grea t job  of keep ing c hild ren 
home if they a re ill.  Please c ontinue to 
enc ourage hand  washing and  other 
hyg ienic  p rac tic es. 
 
     November 11th is the day Mad ison 
Public  Health w ill be here to immunize 
the students for H1N1.  Whether or not 
you c hoose to have your c hild  
vac c ina ted , p lease sign and  return the 
c onsent form with either yes or no. 
 
     As soon as we have a  sc hedule for 
the day, we w ill let you know, so if you 
c hoose to be w ith your c hild , you c an 
be. 
 
 

 
Offic e Notes 

 
·  Conferenc e c onfirma tion 

times went home today.  
Please c hec k w ith your c hild  
for the form. 

·  Please return H1N1 c onsent 
forms.  We need  them bac k 
whether you c hoose yes or no. 

·  Report c a rds w ill be going 
home on Thursday, November 
29th.  
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Music Notes 
 
 
Boo! It is becoming very scary in the music 
room with Halloween coming around.  I have 
starting bringing out the Halloween music to 
sing.  They are always so much fun! 
 
I will go backwards in the grades with what we 
have been doing lately. 
The middle school just took a musical elements 
test this past week.  The test covered all of the 
different elements of music that we have gone 
over since the beginning of the year such as 
rhythm, music notation, tempo, dynamics, 
melody, harmony, and articulation.  We took a 
test (that wasn’ t counted as part of their grade) 
on the first day of music to see what they 
remember from last year, and hopefully the 
scores should improve greatly since we have 
reviewed since then! 
Coming up next for the middle school is music 
composition where the students get to write 
their own music! 
 
The K-5th graders have also been learning about 
some of the different elements of music such as 
the treble clef notes, dynamics, and tempo.  The 
younger students have been learning why these 
elements are so important.  We read Where the 
Wild Things Are (one of my favorites!) twice—
the first time without any special effects like 
tempo and dynamics—this seemed to make the 
students fall asleep! The second time I added 
tons of effects and the students jumped right out 
of their seats! 
The 3rd through 5th graders played a game 
similar to charades where one student picked a 
tempo out of a bag and had to move at that 
speed.  The rest of the class had to guess what 
tempo they were moving. 
 
Also, the K-5th graders have been doing a lot of 
traveling.  We have been to England, Ireland, 
France, and Spain.  We learned a little about 

each country, a song/game that is from there, 
and depending on the country, some words from 
there.  So hopefully your students have already 
greeted you with Bonjour! 
 
Getting close to November means that the K-2nd 
graders are going to be beginning their concert 
preparation for their Christmas concerts….time 
does fly!  
More info on that later, but just a heads up in 
case your child/ren begin singing Christmas 
songs before Thanksgiving! 
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From the Library 

Students self-select books in the library and have access 

to the entire collection (with the exception of the Young 

Adult books, reserved only for 5th through 8th grade 

checkout.)   

Many students choose books based solely on the pictures 

or subject matter, others look for books they’d like their 

parents to read aloud, and some students pick the 

heaviest books with the most pages! 

If you want to steer your students to books at their own 

reading level, ask them to use the “Five Finger Rule” to 

make their choices: 

Open the book to read a page and hold up one 

finger for every word that you don’t know the 

meaning of, or you have difficulty pronouncing. 

0 fingers = the book is TOO EASY!  

1 – 2 fingers = the books is at the INTEREST 

level 

3 – 4 fingers = the book is at the CHALLENGE 

level 

5 fingers = the book is at the FRUSTRATION 

level and you should make another choice 

 
 

 
 

Basketball 
 
    Get ready, here comes the basketball 
season.  All forms and checks are due in 
the office by Monday, November 9th.  You 
can read the athletic handbook online.  You 
can also download the acknowledgement 
form online as well.  If you need any other 
forms, please stop in the office and we will 
get these for you. 
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Yearbook 
 
Thank you for the photos that have been sent in!  
We would love to have photos from any fall field trips 
or other events that have taken place in preschool 
through grade 8 so far this year. 
 
We also need volleyball team photos from all teams, 
at all grade levels. 
 
Please send your photos to school on CD labeled 
“ATTN:  yearbook” or email them to 
julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org 
 
Thank you so much! 
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