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September 24th, 2009 
 

Message from Mrs. Young 
 

For these commands are a lamp, this teaching 
is a light and the corrections of discipline are 

the way of life. 
(Proverbs 6:23) 

 
 

It is hard to believe that we have already been in 
school for a month.  New routines have been put 
in place at home, schedules have been tightened 
and the new school year reminds us of our 
obligations.  And the biggest question becomes, 
“Why do I have to do Homework?” 
 
 
Barbara Snyder in her article “Homework 
Doesn’t Have to Be a Battle of Wills,” probably 
explains it best.  She says that getting to know 
the basics of homework, the ins and outs of the 
process, is critical.  Think of it as a platform for 
a parent to be involved, in a very meaningful 
way, in a child’s education. 
 
 
Homework helps the child do the following 
things: 

• Provides opportunities for practice 
• Readies the  child for the next lesson 
• Supplements and extends learning 
• Provides opportunities for exploring 

subjects in more depth 
• Helps the child become an independent 

worker 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
So the next time your child balks at doing their 
homework, gently guide them back to the task at 
hand.  Patience and perseverance is the mental 
state that parents must adopt.  Staying in a 
positive mode, along what might prove to be a 
bumpy road, is the preferred approach. 
(SMG’s homework policies are on page 27 of 
the Family Handbook) 

 
 

 
 

SMG Families, 
It is with sadness and excitement that I inform 
you that I will be leaving SMG on Oct. 16th. I 
was offered a newly created position with the 
Madison School District at the Administration 
Building. I will be the Learning Coordinator of 
Private and Parochial Schools in the city of 
Madison. With this position, I will be working 
with the private and parochial schools to plan 
and organize professional development 
opportunities. I am very excited for this new 
opportunity, but will miss my families at SMG.  
 
Stephanie Dankert 
 
 

 

 
Picture Re-Take Day 

     Just a reminder that picture re-take 
day is Monday, October 5th, in the 
morning.  Please have your child bring 
their old pictures with them.  Thank You. 
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After School Reminders 
 

     Many of you and your students stay 
after school to play on the playground.  
We want to remind both students and 
adults, that rules during the school day, 
apply after school as well. If you are 
unsure what the rules are, you can refer 
to the handbook, pages 21-22.   Please 
keep your children out of the neighbor’s 
yards, and ask them to not pull leaves 
and branches off trees and shrubs.   
     We want maintain good relationships 
with our neighbors, as well as keeping 
your children safe.  Thank you for your 
help with this. 
 
 

 
Tuition Statements 

 
     Your tuition statements were emailed 
to you today.  If you did not receive 
one, please contact Maira Dulli in the 
school office. 
 
 

 
Playground Reminders 

 
Parents, if you are visiting your child 
during recess, please come in and get 
a volunteer/visitor tag.  This is a safety 
practice, so the children know that they 
can approach you.  Thank you. 
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Fifth grade will be collecting winter 
coats, snow pants, hats, mittens and 
scarves until Oct. 5th.  Please 
consider bringing any clean, gently 
used items to the office or the box 
in the parish corridor. 
Thanks. 
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Yearbook 2009-2010 
 
The SMG Yearbook is looking for your help 
this year to make our school yearbook a 
success!  We rely on many parent photographers 
to help us catch all of the wonderful things 
occurring in our building and help to document 
them in the yearbook.  Photos from pre-school 
all the way to eighth grade will be needed for 
the yearbook. 
If you take some pictures that you would like to 
share with us, please send them to school in one 
of two ways. (1) You can burn them to CD and 
send it in “ATTN:  Yearbook.”  Please indicate 
if you need to have the CD returned to you.  (2) 
You can email digital photos to Julie Jones at 
julie.jones@stmariagoretti.org.  Please do not 
use compressed or low resolution images.  
These will not be accepted by our yearbook 
publishing site. 
 
Currently we are looking for first day of school 
pictures, volleyball team pictures, volleyball 
action pictures, and any other pictures you 
would care to share of school events so far this 
year. 
 
Thanks much for your help! 
 
�
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If you plan to come to school and eat lunch 
with your child, you need to sign up for 
lunch by 8:30 A.M. on the day you plan to 
come.  You can still eat if you sign up after 
8:30, or even if you forget to sign up; 
however, there may be some menu items 
that will be unavailable to you, as some 
meals require advance preparation. 
You can sign up by calling the kitchen 
directly at 268-2980, or by calling the 
school #, ext.127.  You may pay cash or 
have it billed through your child’s lunch 
account. Adult lunch is $2.75. 
 
Thank you---Pete Zenz 
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CLEANING OUT THE HOUSE? 
   Don’t forget about the SMG Rummage 
Sale coming next spring!  It’s a great 
opportunity for you to get rid of 
household items you no longer 
want/need, clothes and toys the kids 
have outgrown, baby items, sports 
equipment, furniture, pretty much 
anything you have sitting around the 
house that’s just taking up space.  
Think about it…you get rid of things 
you no longer want, someone else gets 
something they’re looking for, and SMG 
makes money for some great items our 
kids can use, enjoy and learn from!  
Win. Win. Win. 
   The SMG Home and School Association 
is funded both by Scrip sales and 
proceeds from the Annual Rummage Sale.  
Last year, the Rummage Sale raised 
more than $6,000!  That success 
depends on YOU! 
   So, if you’re doing some fall 
housecleaning, see if you can hang on 
to those extra items until next March.  
We’ll be collecting donations then.  
Let your friends and neighbors know 
too! 
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