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From the Pastoros D

These are wonderful days of grace and an invitation from Christ to

return to Him and to go forth and make disciples of all the nations.

Every time | read the last recorded words of Christ on this earth,

before the Ascension, at the baptismal rite for children, | get goose
bumps! AfGo forth and make discipl
them é and know that | am with yol
wor |l ds o ¢20)t WhatavBrds bf&onsolation for us. He

promised to be with us always!

With His help and grace we need to make that happen! Last Au-
gust, our Pastoral Council began a discussion of how we can be

. more of an fievangelizing parish. o
Rev. Msgr. Michaeltim Endres and Gina Kuemmel (from St. Gregory the Great Parish
Burke in Milwaukee) who helped us on a morning of reflection for our par-

ish leaders on Saturday, February 27". The fruits of that morning
and discussion will be forthcoming.

il n t hie aeYarfgelizing means bringing the good news of Jesus into every human situation and seeks to
3 convert individuals and society by the divine power of the Gospel and the sacraments. There are

great stories of faith in our parish. We have to find a way for everyone to share these stories.

We can®t share something we don6ét profess and |
hnyolW.-d in‘th8 formation of faith at St. Maria Goretti Parish.
mo

When was the last time you thought about your faith with enthusiasm? Enthusiasm comes from
Lt h Greek words en and theos, to have AGod pl a
Spirit in you.o

We have about 40% of the parish connected with stewardship of time, talent and treasure. We

have another 60% registered but not connected. We need to find out what they need to be con-
nected and invite them to join us. I'n the day:
siasmo spreading everywhere.

OQur parish mission statement is our charter an:i
to grow in faith and love. We desire to be in union with Jesus Christ and one another. We will
accomplish this mission through worship and prayer, education and evangelization in our com-

munity and world. With St. Maria Goretti as our patron, we strive to follow her life of forgiveness

and holiness. May we pursue this mission faithfully, encouraging others to join us in discipleship

for the Lord. oo

If every person brought one person or family to Easter and Holy Week, it would be the greatest
Easter ever at St. Maria Goretti Parish.

Keep hope alive and thanks for all you do! Have a great Easter.

Fr. Mike
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"Create in me a clean heart, O God

and a steadfast spirit renew within me."

Lenten Prayer
by Sr. Marie Kees, CSA

Gracious God, during this season of Lent, send your

Spirit to guide us and renew us.

Ps. 51:12

Give us a courageous and resolute heart that we might
have eyes to see the darkness that is still within us.

Look with compassion on us as we acknowledge our sinfulness.
Keep from us the spirit of indifference and discouragement.

Fill us with the spirit of wholeness of being, with humility,
patience and perfect trust in your protective love and

strengthening power.

Grant us the grace to be truly kind and caring, forgiving one
another as You have forgiven us so many times.
Help us to lean on You and learn from You.

Renew us and give us the strength, through prayer

and penance, to be Your faithful people.

Fill us with wonder and awe as we contemplate Your

Holy Presence. Amen.

"Give me back the joy of your salvation,
and a willing spirit sustain in me."

Ps. 51:14
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What We Believe

by Deacon Jerome Buhman

What do you believe? Do you have questions about your faith? St. Maria Goretti
has begun a program based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church for Adults
to provide an opportunity for parishioners to learn more about the faith they pro-

fess.

The fAWhat We

Bel i

eveo

program was

tation on the Creed. The heart of the program is small group discussion sessions
built around the easily accessible Catechism of the Catholic Church for Adults,

published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops. These groups, meeting at various times and locations,
use the Catechism as a springboard for discussions of their
faith and how it intersects their everyday lives. The Adult
Faith Formation team has provided Catechism study guides
and training for each group facilitator to assist in discussion
initiation. It is hoped that these groups, and others that may
form as
provide an opportunity for parishioners to deepen their faith,

the AWhat

We

Bel

strengthen the parish community and have some fun!

United States

Catholic

Catechism
dults

eve
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The Best Is Yet to Come

by Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA

Mar k your calendars for April 1, April 2, April 3 andsédpri
are the days that the universal Church celebrates in a most special way the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These
days stand on the Church calendar as even more important than Christmas!

During the liturgy of these days, known as the Triduum, we enter more deeply into our understanding and appreciation of
what God has done for us, and continues to do for us, through His Son, Jesus Christ. The liturgy of these days has special
signs and symbols that are not in any other liturgy during the rest of the year.

What do these special days entail?
e Apri |l 1, Holy Thursday: Evening Mass of the Lordds Supper
0 Reception of the newly blessed oils from the Chrism Mass
0 Washing of feet
0 Celebration of Christ instituting the Eucharist and the Priesthood
0 Transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to a place of reposition for personal prayer with Christ throughout the night
eApril 2, Good Friday: Celebration of the Lordds Passion
0 Proclamation of the Passion of Christ from the Gospel of St. John
0 Veneration of the cross
0Solemn intercessions, as Christds pries
0 Distribution of Holy Communion
o April 3, Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil
0 Blessing of a new fire and Easter candle (outdoors, weather permitting)
0 Singing of the Exsultet by candlelight
0 Vigil of scripture readings, hearing the stories of faith of our biblical ancestors
0 Blessing of the baptismal font and water
0 Renewal of our own baptismal promises
0 Sprinkling with the newly blessed baptismal water
0 Reception into the Church of our RCIA candidates
oLiturgy of the Eucharist commemor at.i
e April 4, Easter Sunday: Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
0 Renewal of our baptismal promises
0 Sprinkling with the newly blessed baptismal water

The liturgy of the Triduum (that is, from the evening of Holy Thursday through the evening of Easter Sunday) signify the best
that there is to celebrate as Catholics! Do not miss out on these special days!

Rally and Roses: Re-cap and ing at the actions and demeanor of the two sides, who was

. . standing for something fundamentally right and true."
Upcoming Pro -Life events
by Alissa Hirscher Our special appreciation goes to Steve and Laura Karlen who

helped facilitate the event.

Many St. Maria Goretti members braved

the cold to celebrate and continue to take a AS Spring approaches, we look forward to our next opportu-
—c stand for life at the Pro-Life Rally in Febru- Nty to support Pro-Life efforts in Dane County. The Mother's

ary. One parish member stated, "I don't Day Rose Sale is coming in May. | hope to order more roses
) really like coming, but it's something I've than last year in an effort to increase our support for Wiscon-
. gotta do.o | wunderst ginRight jp-ife t whighdisesonatipps to edugate ghe public

hard to give up precious hours on a Satur- and policy makers on life issues as well as empower youth

day, stand in the cold, publicly take a stand on a divisive is-  through leadership training and college grant support. I'll be

sue and probably get yelled at or heckled from the other side. contacting current members on the parish Pro-Life list for
help with the sale. If you would like to help or want to be sure

This man also understood that is precisely what we as you are getting pro-life information, please email me at

Christ's witnesses do. We make ourselves uncomfortable for mahirscher@yahoo.com so | can confirm that you

the comfort of others. We speak up for those with no voice. ~ are on the list.

Another parishioner told me he brought his son to the rally. ~ Thanks for all you do to support the dignity of life! %
He said, "I didn't have to say a thing. | could tell just by look- I
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Please Come and Join Us for a Special Prayer!

Good Friday Tenebrae Service
April 2, 6:30 p.m. in the Church

by Joe Rausch, Director of Youth Ministry

This special prayer takes about 307 40 minutes. It is being presented by Youth Ministry. The name
tenebrae is the Latin word for darkness or shadows. Through a series of scripture readings and
songs,we wi | | experience a small portion of Chri

One of the features is the gradual extinguishing of candles until only a single candle, considered
a symbol of the Lord, remains. As it gets darker and darker, we reflect on the great emotional and

physical pain that was very real for Jesus 't (o}
moving rendition of one of Jesusdé | ast words er e
t h a My Gad! My God! Why have you forsaken me!)
Toward the end of the service, the last candle, the Christ candle, is hidden, typifying the apparent
forces of evil over good. Then, at the very end, a |l oud no
(Matt. 27) and his resurrection (Matt. 28:2). At the moment of the earthquake, the temple veil was torn apart, making the
Holy of Holies exposed to public view. This is understood to represent direct access to God through Jesus Christ. The hid-
den candle is then restored to its place, symbolizing the triumph of good over evil. By this single light, we all depart this ser-
vice in silence, or to stay for a while and pray quietly.
We hope you can join us in prayer! Bring your family and/or friends!
Pastoral Care
by Sr. Marge Kalina
. . . . family member has gone. We visit the many nursing homes,
The St. Maria G_orettl Parish PastoraI'Care CO’_“m'“ee CoN- assisted living facilities, group homes, Hospice, etc. in the city
sists of Msgr. Michael Burke, Fr. David Greenfield, Deacon of Madison, as well as in the surrounding areas
Jerome Buhman, Sr. Marie Kees, Dave Ross and me. Our ' '
mission is to be partners in the hope and healing of those in Besides visiting ill parishioners in care facilities, we also visit
the parish who have become s_eparated from us and €an N0 those who are homebound. We have some very dedicated
longer get to church, temporarily or permanently, due o ill- 5 ishioners who help us take Communion to and visit some
ness, aging or any reason that prevents them from being part ¢ o\ homebound people. There are many names on the cur-
of the parish community. rent contact list. However, we rely on all of you to keep us
. informed about anyone in need of a visit. Please call the par-
We perform this ser- ish office at (608) 271-7421 or Sr. Marge at (608) 268-2976 or
vice by_wsmng thos.e by e-mail at sr.marge.kalina@stmariagoretti.org.
in hospitals. Our pri-
mary visiting days for In addition, Msgr. Mike and Fr. David say Mass at 9:30 a.m.
the hospitals are Mon- on Thursday mornings at All Saints Assisted Living Facility.
days, Wednesdays
and Fridays. How- . The Pastoral Care Committee often meets on Tuesday morn-
cever, we are always ings to plan for First Tuesday breakfasts, the Mass of Anoint-
open to visit at other ing twice a year, the Mass of Remembrance in November and
times when the need to keep each other informed on how our ill parishioners are
arises. We ask all pa- doing and to make sure that we are all updated on their vari-
rishioners to let us ous locations.
know when a family member, friend or neighbor has been ad-
mitted to the hospital.
Life isndt about waiting fo
After parishioners are discharged from the hospital, we follow ) . )
up by visiting the various nursing facilities that serve them for itdos |l earning how to danc
therapy. It is important to notify the parish office where your Unknow n
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Goretti Fest aMNeRestiwalwdh S6niething

for Every Parish Member!
by Ken Brown, Tim Last and Doug Buan, GorettiFest Chairs Gorettifest

St. Maria Goretti

Mark your cal-  walking the streets of the SMG neighborhood. On the

endars for June grounds, GorettiFest has expanded the game tent to include

12 and 13! That games for older kidsd in fact, we even added a second tent.

is the date for ~ GorettiFest has also added more bounce houses for more

t hi s y e albobnsing®ia.Fer the young at heart, there will be bands and
ettiFest Week-  live entertainment of all kinds on the outside and inside

will be served all
day long. Conces-
sions will be open
for a quick snack
during the day in-
cluding ice cream
dessert. The

many dedicated
parishioners are
putting together
a weekend of
activities that will ensure an enjoyable Fest. This festival has
always been a great way to build fellowship between parish
members and allows the whole family to have a great time!

traditional
Our Saturday night events are geared toward enjoying a FABULOUSLY
night with your friends, no matter what age! This year we will DELICIOUS whole
see the return-lof MohéeedKi dgbt pies will be

school. This was a huge success last year, as it gave parents - o available again.
peace of mind knowing they could bring their kids to a safe

activity, not to mention, at a fraction of the cost of a traditional We look forward to another fun-filled and successful
babysitter! It allowed the parents to relax and really enjoy the GorettiFest Weekend and look forward to seeing all of the

ni ghtdés activities. This yea$8MGfandytandrriersls! layouaeesntetiested in helpingeitherr
served after Mass that evening and a live band in the SMG in the planning stages or want information on volunteering for

beer tent until 10:30 p.m.. the Fest, please contact the festival co-chairs at
gorettichairs@gmail.com.
Sundaydés family oriented events are bigger and better, s

there is something for everyone! The day will start with the
Fun Run. Many families and individuals will be running and

Attention Gardeners
by Mike Hurtgen

Last fall we constructed our 50" anniversary commemorative
garden. Since this is an ongoing project, we will need to do
some additional planting and gardening to beautify the area
this spring. With spring around the corner we are looking for
gardeners to assist with planting, watering, pruning and
weeding the garden areas around the church and school
grounds.

If you are willing to help with your time and talent, please
contact Mike Hurtgen at (608) 273-6086 or donaldhurt-
gen@charter.net. Many hands make light work! Two or three
hours per week can be very helpful, relaxing and satisfying.
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Join the Fun
SMG Special Events: Spring/Summer 2010

by Dana Jacobs, Special Events Coordinator

Glad to see that Jimmy, the Sun Prairie groundhog, did not see his shadow this year! | am happy to know that spring is just
around the corner. Dondét forget about the Aindooro outings
spring and add these fun-filled summer events to your calendar. The calendar of events includes a brief description of each

event with dates, times, costs, etc. Continue to check the website and bulletin for specific details, as details can change.

As always, consider volunteering . We need many volunteers to make these fun-filled events happen i everything from
event chairs to set-up and clean-up workers. Please contact Dana Jacobs in the parish office. Proceeds from the special
events support the Capital Campaign, SMG parish and the education facility. To our many volunteers, thank you for your
countless volunteer hours. You really are the best.

March
20" Rummage Sale and Used Book Sale
SMG School Gym 7:30 a.m. T 1:00 p.m.

Stop in at the gym and check out the great
everything from household items to sporting goods. Stock up on some great books to enjoy
this spring. Let your friends and neighbors know too.

20" Ni ght at the Movies featuring AClIloudy with a Chance of
SMG School Cafeteria i Doors open at 6:15 p.m.; movie starts at 6:45 p.m.

. . Bring the whole family for dinner and a movie. Admission is free. A hotdog, chips and a small beverage are
?-. .> only $2.50 per person. Grab some popcorn and snuggle in for the show. Bring your blankets, pillows or
\ < Wwhatever is comfortable. Remember, this is family nightd an adult must accompany children!

26" Fish Fry
SMG Parish Center 4:30 p.m. i 7:30 p.m.

Tired of the cold and snow yet? Warm up with af ‘t‘lous
fry. Enjoy a cup of clam chowder, baked or fried fish, baked potato or french fries, cole slaw and a PRS \
homemade dessert. The food is wonderful and ‘, .anot f
family and friends!

Ma
22" Night at the Movies featuring fiNot Yet Announcedo
SMG School Cafeteria T Doors open at 6:15 p.m.; movie starts at 6:45 p.m.
.,.) Join us for the last Movie Night of the school year. (Details in the March Listing)
\ L)
June 2
12-13" Gorettifest 2010 (Mark your calendar i The date has changed .) Gorettlfest

Saturday Night Event 1 SMG Parish Grounds 6:30 i 10:30 p.m. St Magia Gorge
Sunday Festivities 7 SMG Parish Grounds 12:00 p.m. i 5:00 p.m.

Grab the kids and come out for a day of fun in the sun (we hope!). The events will kick off with a Fun Run through

the Orchard Ridge neighborhood, followed by fun and gan
di nner . Dondét forget to join the Saturday night adult g
to start the summer!

Bring the family and come out to the ballpark to watch the Madison Mallards play ball. Grab a brat or burger under
the tent and join your parish family in the bleachers. The price includes food buffet, beer for adults and beverages for
kids. The Mallards had a wonderful season in 2009 and it could be even better in 2010.

6 GATHERINGS



July

TBD  SMG Family Night at the Mallards (Date TBD)
Madison Mallards Ball Park
Price: $TBD per person

Bring the family and come out to the ballpark to watch the Madison Mallards play ball. Grab a brat or

burger under the tent and join your parish family in the bleachers. The price includes food buffet, beer
for adults and beverages for kids. The Mallards had a wonderful season in 2009 and it could be even
better in 2010.

August

16th  Golf Outing
Hawkés Landing Golf
Price: $TBD per person (Includes 18 holes
of golf, cart, awards presentation and dinner)

Are your clubs getting rusty? Pull them out and start practice swinging. SMG will kick off the weekend with the an-
nuall Gol f Outing at Hawkds Landing. Not interested in p

Savethe Dated Dond6t forget to mark your calendars for the many ev

September Brat Grill
September Fish Fry
September Movie Night
October 9™ Fall Auction
October Fish Fry
November Scrap and Stamp
November Spaghetti Dinner
December Christmas Party

Afternoon Video Series
Features Bible Travelogs

by Richard Sorensen

The monthly Afternoon Video series resumed February 18
with the showing of The Fifth Gospel, the Land and Sea of
Galilee. Parishioners have enjoyed these televised visits to
actual Old and New Testament places, where Jesus, the
Apostles and major biblical figures lived. The stories entertain
as they teach, and the visual and historic details help us rec-
ognize how God has guided His beloved creatures through
the centuries.

Last year 6s s eRootsteps of Godseriesbg d t he Sea of Galilee

Catholic author, speaker and apologist Steve Ray. Attendees

asked for more of the same s 9pedfigdatesaiead yelsel forcfijuseiAtesnaon Yjdepsibut j n ¢ |
visits to Lourdes and t o our thesgeenderghiichiThursgagssof each menth troughkythen o | i ¢

Missions in Alaska and the southwestern states. Father school year seem to work well. Starting time is always 1:30

Benedict Groeschel 6s tal k a bR Thevigea preseptatiorylasts from &0t 9P minuies. R e r s |

of St. Augustine is also on the list of coming attractions. there is a break halfway through for snacks, coffee and con-
versation and the event ends by 3:30 p.m. All ages are wel-

Adult Faith Formation Team members Deacon Jerome come, and guests or members of other parishes are also wel-

Buhman, Fred and Janet Powell, Dick Sorensen and Rachel come. There is no registration or fee. All are invited to enjoy

Baker have he|ped with Organization’ Set-up’ snacks and the VideO, the snacks and the chance to visit with friends.

other support for this project. Terry Steiger provided technical Watch the bulletin for details. For further information contact

guidance with equipment. Dick Sorensen at (608) 442-7263 or sorensen@charter.net.
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St. Vincent de Paul Activities at
St. Maria Goretti

by Dave Crow

Members of St. Vincent de Paul Conference
at St. Maria Goretti

By now, you have probably heard of the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul. Judging by the generous response that is
shown by the St. Maria Goretti Parish every time there is a
food drive, a blanket collection or school supply drive, you
probably have donated to St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP). Have
you ever wondered what the SVdP conference does at St.
Maria Goretti? Surely, St. Vincent de Paul is not simply the
patron saint of food drives!

of ficially, SVdP is fAé an
of lay Catholic men and women who are committed to live
and grow in their Christian faith through prayer and personal
invol vement in charitable
is to help the needy, primarily through the personal contact of
volunteers with the people they are assisting. They promote
the dignity of the people they serve and help alleviate their
distress and work to help correct the conditions that cause
the problems.

Yummy Pancake Breakfast
by Julie Patrick

The annual Pancake Breakfast was held on Sunday, January 31, from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. We served a delightful
breakfast of pancakes, sausage, applesauce and wonderful homemade
blueberry syrup to more than 600 people! We appreciate the contribu-
tions of the 180 volunteers who donated their time and effort before,
during and after the breakfast. The volunteers consisted of many family
teams and scout teams who gave the event a true community feeling.
The proceeds benefit the Capital Campaign. Thank you for your

support.

N daf df

wo B R o of bbing §

In practice, this means that members of SVdP, or Vincen-
tians, help those in need by sharing in their experience while
attempting to help them help themselves. One way this is
done is through home visits. During a home visit, two Vin-
centians will visit someone who may have been able to afford
the rent deposit but now has no money remaining for beds,
furniture or kitchen utensils. The Vincentians supply the per-
son with a voucher for such items with the idea that having
basic items is the first step for someone to begin overcoming
poverty. After all, it is difficult to be well-prepared for a job
interview if youdve been
visiting their homes, by experiencing a little piece of their
lives along with them, the interaction ceases to be one of vol-
unteers giving charity to the poor. Rather, it is simply a small
group of people standing in an apartment discussing the suc-
cesses and difficulties of life, and the resources that are
available to help.

Another way the conference at SMG actively works to allevi-
ate the distress of those in need is by working at the SVdP
food pantry, one of the most often utilized services of SVdP
in Dane County. A person meets some incredible people in
only a two-hour shift at the food pantryd people who, despite
havingaful-t i me j ob, just dondt h
left over after paying all the bills. Unfortunately, recent times
have seen more people utilizing the food pantry, making the
need for volunteers ever greater. While it is possible to volun-
teer at the food pantry any time, the conference at SMG
makes a point to volunteer as a group periodically. Not only is
the group fellowship enjoyable, it is also nice to see the bene-
fit of all the work that is put into such projects as the food
drive.

These are just two examples of what the Vincentians scat-
tered throughout SMG Parish do. They also enjoy seeing that
the neighborhood ch|Id en WI|| be able to appear at their first
ZERobl I the llwitrCfl tohdcbsgaty sUpglidb, THES ¢
get to experience excitement and joy around Christmas when
‘who otherwise might not have the
S Brecthastng
these experiences, and more, are what keep them going in
their effort to help those in need. If you would like to learn
more about helping your neighbors in need through St. Vin-
cent de Paul, please call Dave at (608) 347-2246 or Patty at
(608) 848-9231.

Matt Kenney, Eric Karnosky, Jon Dove
and Jon McCabe
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Trivia Night 2010

by Lisa Wolters, Julie Schmitt and Dana Jacobs, Trivia Night Chairs

On February 13, St. Maria Goretti held its ninth annual Trivia
Night in the school gym. The evening was hosted by Jay
Wilson, WISC-TV sports director, with Christy Andringa an-
nouncing tables, door prizes and the raffle. Tim Wing of Sky-
way Productions was on hand again this year to DJ some
unforgettable music.

Associated Bank and Wisconsin Distributors provided sup-
port as the Trivia Night sponsors. A thank you goes to the
sponsors, as well as the businesses that continue to support
the event through their generous donations.

We were blessed with an outstanding group of competitors
this year. The scores continued to shift and change as a
group of teams battled for first place. In the end, the Face-

1% Place

3" Place

book team finished in first place with 59 points. Second
place went to the Chefs team with 58 points. Third place
went to a forest ranger and his Bears team with 57 points.

Keeping with Trivia tradition, there were some very creative
themes and costumes again this year. The Trivia Night staff
award went to a group of convicts who were visited by their
friends. Where else can you find Snoopy and his gang next
to a group of construction workers?

A special thank you goes to the many wonderful volunteers
who helped make this the best event ever! If you missed it

this year, mark your calendar for 20118 Trivia Night will be
held on Saturday, March 5.

2" Place

Best Theme by Staff
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